Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers who rule this people in Jerusalem. Because you have said: “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes through it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter.” Therefore thus says the Lord God: “See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: ‘One who trusts will not panic.’ And I will make justice the line and righteousness the plummet; hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter. Then your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes through, you will be beaten down by it.                                                                                                                Isaiah 28:14-18
I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit. I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart for I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not strive for righteousness, have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith, but Israel, who did strive for the law of righteousness, did not attain that law. Why not? Because they did not strive for it on the basis of faith but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as it is written: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make people stumble, a rock that will make them fall, and whoever trusts in Him will not be put to shame.”                                                                       Romans 9:1-5, 30-33

Almost every day we receive a letter asking for donation for different good causes, including the veterans, first respondents, hospitals. Some come with little “gifts” to incentivize us to giving. Among those I once found this joke: A sign posted in the Army recruiting office reads: “Marry a veteran, girls. He can cook, make beds, sew, and is already used to taking orders.”
A Faux Pas or the Truth
1. In the “Life Application Bible” a footnote to the Romans 9:32 says: “The ‘stumbling stone’ was Jesus. The Jews did not believe in Him, because He did not meet their expectations for the Messiah. Some people still stumble over Christ because salvation by faith doesn’t make any sense to them. They would rather try to earn their way to God, or else they expect God simply to overlook their sins. Other stumble over Christ because His values are the opposite of the world’s. He asks for humility, and many are unwilling to humble themselves before Him. He requires obedience, and many refuse to put their wills at His disposal.” The degree to which Jesus is still considered by our society as a “stumbling block” is beautifully illustrated in the paraphrase of Matthew’s recollection of the Sermon on the Mount in his Gospel, which I came across on the internet: “Then Jesus took His disciples up the mountain and gathering them around He opened His mouth, and taught them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are you, when men revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” 

Then Simon Peter said: "Do we have to write this down?" 

And Andrew said: "Are we supposed to know this?"

And Philip said: "What if we don't know it?"

And Bartholomew said: "Do we have to turn this in?"

And John said: "The other disciples didn't have to learn this."

And Matthew said: "When do we get out of here?"

And Judas said: "What does this have to do with real life?"

Then one of the Pharisees asked to see Jesus' lesson plans and inquired of Jesus’ annual goals and short term objectives in the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains. 

And Jesus wept.
2. This might be a very free paraphrase of the beatitudes, but it perfectly illustrates our modern society’s take on the values Jesus enshrined in His teaching, which our modern society rejects. People that turned their backs on Jesus seek a variety of excuses and explanations as to why they reject Him and why they see Him as a “stumbling block.” For many of them Christ and His Church have become unappealing, and sadly to say, sometimes this is indeed the Church’s fault, because of the shortfalls of the progressive views of many modern Christian leaders. People’s rejection of faith is often directly related to the rejection of the Church as an institution herself. It is quite disturbing and troublesome, but the reality indicates that modern Church today becomes very much unlike Christ. It is often trivial, divisive, indecisive, even hypocritical. Notwithstanding Church criticism however, Christ is still very much alive and present in His true Church, surviving the pompous and deceiving leaders, pastors, and wishy-washy members, unwilling to fully embrace His teachings. Jesus Christ’s presence in the Church is possible only because there are still those who remain true to the message of the Gospel, and Jesus is able to control, correct and renew people’s lives through them, offering a new lease on life to those in need. It is true that because of the actions and decisions of some people, Jesus Christ became a stumbling block to many, but at the same time, because of the actions of others, those who remain faithful to His teaching, He is also the unmovably the “chief cornerstone” for them.
3. Some people may claim today that we are to “sophisticated,” or to “modern” as the society, to need Jesus and His teachings. Moreover His teachings for many, are not only the impediment in life but are irrelevant for the supposedly “enlightened” modern society. Ironically, if not tragically, such people may sometimes not even try to dispute the values of Christianity as a religion, and they may not even dismiss it as a myth, but instead they do not accept it, because they have everything they believe they need: rewarding career, wonderful family, great health, good friends, interesting hobby and following Jesus’ commands becomes rather a hindrance than reward. For them life is full of charm and happiness according to what they believe, so, the Savior is unnecessary and the prayer, the worship, and the spiritual connection they “can do without.” Until the tragedy strikes. These seemingly satisfied people, sooner or later will experience the same problems that disturbed philosophers, writers, poets, as well as ordinary people for centuries. Guilt, passion, defeat, anxiety, suffering and death, sooner or later knocks on everyone’s doors. Then, they realize that nobody can say: “I do not need Jesus Christ!” In all the years of my ministry I often came across such pompous people. It is undeniable truth that only Jesus can bring forgiveness to the guilt ridden, tranquility to the passionate, consolation to the defeated, self-control to the anxious, the consolation to the suffering and the resurrection and life to the dying. In the end, He is the “One” whom all the people truly need. 
4. There are also those who believe that the Gospel is not compatible with the human intellect, because Christ must be accepted by faith and faith alone, whereas the reason cannot play any role in keeping the faith. To those who believe that I can only say: “Hogwash! Balderdash! Baloney!” Those who dismiss the Gospel as intellectually incompatible, know nothing about Scriptures and have never even explored them so, they simply do not know neither them, nor the writings of the countless number of Christian scholars, philosophers, scientists, and writers. They never considered St. Anselm, the archbishop of Canterbury (12 century) the logician and the philosopher; St. Thomas Aquinas, the Italian academic, scholar, and philosopher (13 century); Blaise Pascal, a French scientist, mathematician, and philosopher (17 century); Immanuel Kant, a German philosopher (18 century); Soren Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher, (19 century); C.S. Lewis, a British scientist, writer, apologist, and philosopher (20 century); J. R. R. Tolkien, an Oxford professor, linguist, writer, and an artist (20 century) or Karl Barth, a Swiss theologian and philosopher (probably the greatest theologian of the 20 century). These are just a few examples of the giants who do not have to be intellectually embarrassed or embarrassing because of their faith and embracing of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. The most demanding intellect would become more that just satisfied in the presence of any of them.
5. I believe, the true culprit to rejection of Jesus Christ is found in the very fact that, as  Apostle Paul rightly says: “we preach Christ crucified: ‘a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles.’” The key word here is “crucified.” Jesus Christ’s cross is indeed a stumbling block to the modern humanity for humanity today wants to rely only on a reason, and nothing else. The Bible indeed says that: “Christ died for our sins,” but His death is not that of a martyr, a hero, or a victim, because He died intently, on purpose, to carry our sins to the cross, and as the mankind our society is not willing to accept such an act. It seems to be beyond the capability of the intellect and the reason to accept Jesus’ purpose of death. It makes us as humans uneasy to accept this most selfless act of Jesus Christ dying for the sins of the world. Still, for over two thousand years the vast number of people came to Christ with an open and a penitent heart and witnessed the miracles of healing and restoration at His feet. Only because they allowed His cross to conquer their pride of self-importance and selfishness, and they became His witnesses, the witnesses of the renewal through God’s importance in their lives.
6. Christ is a stumbling block to the humanity’s desire for freedom. Yet, what really is freedom? Is it the cliché phrase we in the Western world are so used to when we bring forth our individual “rights,” or is it a desire of the heart longing for human dignity for the fulfillment of the potential that is hidden? Is it true that freedom is one of the deepest desires of the human nature? How does the desired freedom reflect on the needs of the society though? Is it in our, human selfish “desires” and “wants,” or is it in our needs to live the lives of peace and happiness, united rather than divided? What is the true freedom? Is it the right to became enslaved by the drugs, alcohol, or sex? Is it the right to do whatever we are pleased to? Is it the attitude of: “my way or the highway?” Is this what the real freedom is all about? If this is the case, how many people then must become virtual slaves to the modern, Western style “rights-mania,” to have a freedom of “choice of whatever,” before they would realize how deeply enslaved they are and before our society wakes up?
7. For those who understand freedom in such context, Christ indeed is “a stumbling block” for He exposes their vanity, their sinfulness, their self-destruction, and their unwillingness not to part with their “wants” and their “desires,” even the most bizarre, inhuman, or immoral. In the end it is only the cross that gives us the true freedom! Nothing else but the cross frees us from the slavery of any sort. Who is really free? A person who is enslaved to self or the slave to Christ? Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:12-13 plainly answers this: “Everything is permissible for me but not everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for me, but I will not be ruled by anything.” It is indeed only the cross that liberates us to love, to serve and to grow in Christlikeness and those who gave themselves to Him find many doors and many opportunities opened to serve one another and to grow. Why? Because to them Jesus has indeed became “the builder’s cornerstone.” Because Jesus indeed is our “Chief Cornerstone,” and our faith is founded only on Him.
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