The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they then gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. But who can detect one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults. Keep back Your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.                                                    Psalm 19:7-14

Now, the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman: “Did God say: ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said: ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman: “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him: “Where are you?” He said: “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” God said: “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said: “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman: “What is this that you have done?” The woman said: “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”                                                                                              Genesis 3:1-13
   A little boy went to the church for the first time with his dad and he observed the ushers passing around the offering plates. When they came to the pew where he and his dad were sitting, the boy said loudly: “Don’t pay for me, Daddy, I’m under five.” 
The Neverending Battle
1. The creation story is not necessary about revealing to us how God created the world, including us, the humanity, but it is more of the story of what we, as His creation, decided to do and to pursue in life. In result of our actions, ever since the  realities of the “Fall,” we have constantly been in a conflict with God. 
The story of the “Garden of Eden” has been interpreted a countless number of times, and even in the popular culture, this story is still very much alive. In the “cult classic,” the original version of “Star Trek,” one of the episodes is dedicated to the search for “Eden,” it is however an episode that is biblically incorrect at all, and actually the antithesis of the biblical “Eden,” but it is very much true in the terms of a modern, human understanding of “Eden.” When God created the world and the “Garden of Eden,” it was a perfect creation, but as soon as He created us, humans, the “Garden” has become a cursed location. If I focus on this place and the story today, it is because I want to show how this story has a never ending spin, and as it repeats itself day after day, again and again, and not only over the centuries past, but even in our times. Notice however that I’m not trying to blame, neither Adam nor Eve for the “Fall” but instead try to reveal how Satan’s deception and temptation shaped and still shapes human life, and how it influences human affairs, indicating where the results of our actions originate, exposing our decisions makings, while at the same time showing our vulnerability as the species. 
2. Let's look at the issue of temptation first. We cannot say that only some of us are exposed to temptation, no matter how much we would like to believe this to be the case. We must remember, it was not only Eve who was tempted in the Garden of Eden, it was also Adam because he was as much at fault and as much tempted as was Eve. Even if she listen to the “conniving serpent” and got tempted, so was Adam. He knew that God did not allow them to eat from the tree of knowledge, and yet even though he recognized the fruit, he took a bite of it. Temptation is not something imaginary. Temptation is all around us. It invites us into the sphere of its influence wherever and whenever we are. We are constantly exposed to temptation. We may not realize this, but temptation often touches us through the emotional engagements, even if they seem insignificant. These might be the envy, want or a desire. It is difficult to recognize the ingenuity of temptation and its ability to disguise itself in a variety of ways, thus surprising us every day. We may have been born into a Christian family; we may have grew up in a perfect environment, inheriting a good name and a fortune, but we cannot resist temptation, and definitely cannot do it on our own. The temptation is always there.
3. In the “Creation Story” temptation comes disguised as a snake, the "craftiest of all animals," according to the Scriptures, and apparently a very beautiful animal. Serpent's words did not come with the "red flags" of warning though; instead the serpent’s words pleased the residue of Eve’s pride she might have had in her heart. The serpent’s questions she was asked sounded so innocent: "Do you really believe that you will die when you eat this fruit?” "Did God really said this?"  It sounded as: “God will certainly not kill you; after all He loves you!” This is exactly what temptation does, it disguises itself in the attire of a doubt: “Is this really true? Are these the real consequences of your actions? Isn't this just a scary tactic?” All these questions and the doubts they bring do not allow us to clearly see that the punishment for sin is death, and yet, that’s what the Bible teaches us: “the wage of sin is death.” Tragically, this notion is dismissed by our society on the ground of God's love. “Because He loves us so much He will not let us die.” I heard such statement offered even by the Church leaders, but I know it is wrong and false. 
4. The proponents of the sinful way of life have found their place even within the Church and unfortunately, if not tragically, they often truly believe what they preach. Consequently, they do not realize that in the end they not only cause a pain in a long run, but they certainly lead people away from God by embracing what the temptation offers. As Christ’s Church we cannot accept the position where we embrace from the Scriptures only that which we like, while dismiss everything else, every warning, every command, every disturbing confrontation, in the name of the presumption that God’s love dismisses all of our actions. Do you know what is missing in such a view? The forgiveness! The Bible says: “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) Apostle Paul clearly indicates: “there is no forgiveness of sins without repentance and acceptance of Christ sacrifice on the cross.” There is no selective acceptance of the Scriptures. The Bible as a whole is the infallible Word of God, no matter what anyone may say!
5. From the very beginning of the human history, from the days of the Creation, no day passes by, without God speaking to us. He has made Himself heard by Enoch, by Noah, and by Abraham (even when he was still known as Abram). He spoke to Paul, to Francis of Assisi, and to the countless number of believers over the ages. He also speaks to us today, and not only through the Bible, His Holy Word, but through the visions and the dreams, through the miracles and the healings. Every day He speaks to us through His creation. The question though is whether we hear Him or not. Whether we are tuned to Him or whether we are tuned to another voice, the same voice that spoke to Eve and speaks to us too ever since. Over the centuries Satan spoke to many people and so many listened to him. What is so sad though is that even today, with all the knowledge we as the humanity possess, so many people still want to listen to him, as he lies and cheats. So many people want to follow him, be it in the public life, in the public service, in the academia, in the world of entertainment and even in the Church. All in the name of “freedom of choice” we as the society cherish so much, while forgetting that such freedom also requires “responsibility.” The Bible says that “he was most crafty of all animals” already then, and today he has become even more sophisticated, while our society grew so “rusted” or even “deaf,” that we do not recognize him even in the most of the evil circumstances. On the weekend of the presidential’s inauguration, the “protest march” went through the streets of Washington D.C. and one of the posters carried there I saw said: “Free Luigi,” in the reference to the murderer who in cold blood killed a man shutting him in the back in a form of an execution. How evil must our society become before the Americans recognize the evil as evil?
6. Satan was so very much refined already then, but he is even more so today. His goal is to destroy the harmony, the relationship between God and us, and being embraced by our modern society he seems to be winning the battle. But I am not surprised with this, because ever since the days of the prophet Isaiah, the Scriptures warned us that the time will come when the “good will be called evil, and evil will be called good.” A modern man dismisses God as irrelevant, while at the same time embraces evil and becomes infatuated and influenced by Satan. We see this in the collapse of the systems of Judeo-Christian values, the destruction of decency, the breakdown of morality and embracing evilness. We see this in denying of or twisting the historical facts, in the lies and innuendos, in questioning of the validity of the centuries old traditions, and all these for the sake of embracing the wants, the desirers, the lustfulness, and the hedonism of a modern man. These are not the empty words as many today seem to argue, but these are the living, tangible proofs of the influence that Satan has over our society. As humanity we have become more like our “first parents,” tempted and influenced by the serpent, this ancient enemy of God and people, while keeping our eyes closed and our ears capped, unable, and unwilling to see and to hear God. 
7. Believing in our own “invincibility” and “ingenuity” we want to solve everything on our own, just as Adam and Eve did, unfortunately, in doing so we miss the disastrous results of our actions. The centuries of human history have over and over again proven how weak and desperate as the species we are, and yet we still refuse to learn from our mistakes. Listening to the former president in the waning days of his presidency and to the comments he and his fellow democrats made, I felt like reliving the communist days and the politician’s speeches from my native Poland. The language, the logic (or lack thereof), the lies and the views I heard from most of ours democratic politicians since the November election, were clearly taken from the communist’s propaganda workbook, where “evil meant good, and good meant evil.” I almost wanted to scream. Such is the world of our day and age, and yes, I believe I can justifiably and loudly say that as the species we still do not want to learn from our mistakes and regretfully, by reducing God to the unimportant and irrelevant force in our life and in the world, we prefer to slide deeper and deeper into the evil ways of life offered by the ancient “tempter.” 
8. The acceptance of “evil” as “good” is the part of the "freedom of anything," so prevalent in our society that embraces it, will however in the end lead to nothing else but to a subsequent bondage and loss to the forces of evil. Those who do not want to accept the consequences of embracing “the freedoms of doing what we please,” will eventually experience the greatest shock. As the society we may not want to accept the blame for so many disasters, which are created by human actions, but this is truly irrelevant. Some day as the species we will pay the price for our arrogance and ignorance. As Christians though, we know that sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden and ever since engulfs the world with its influence, but this too will end one day. Knowing this we must not only to be alert and to daily seek God to protect us from the influence of sin, but we also must keep warning the others of the destructiveness of sin. This is the only way to be victorious in our battle with the forces of evil. As Christ’s Church we know we are not alone in this struggle, and we also cannot keep fighting alone. We need God to help us to continue in what we are called, and as Apostle Paul be able to say: “I have fought a good fight.” We cannot ignore God, and we cannot hide from Him, just as Adam and Eve, though they tried, could not hide from the Lord God in the Garden of Eden. 
