Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His host! Praise Him, sun, and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars! Praise Him, you highest heavens and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded, and they were created. He established them forever and ever; He fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all the depths, fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling His command! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes, and all rulers of the earth! Young men and women alike, old, and young together! Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to Him. Praise the Lord!                                                                                                                           Psalm 148
For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than those who are enslaved, though they are the owners of all the property, but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying: “Abba! Father!” So, you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir through God.                                                      Galatians 3:26 – 4:7
I recently have been presented with an interesting fact. There are 4 stages of man’s life:

He believes in Santa Claus - He doesn’t believe in Santa Claus - He is Santa Claus - He LOOKS like Santa Claus.
The Fullness of Time
1. Back in the old country, we had an unwritten rule in the college, called a “15 minutes forgiveness.” This rule would allow us, the students, as well as the professors, to be “tardy” for the first 15 minutes of classes without being held accountable. This “15 minutes” rule was so much enshrined in the life of our society that even when late for the appointment or at a date, it was considered “natural” and forgivable. It should then be not surprising to hear me say that the reason God refuses to reveal to us the time of Jesus’ “Second Coming” is because if He’d tell us when this would happen, we would be late for it. I am not so sure this indeed is a valid reason, but it also is not really the improbable cause, because as humans, we often tend to indeed ignore being “on time.” Only in one country where I once lived “being sharp on time” was indeed seen as a valuable trait, and this country was Switzerland. I like to believe that because the Swiss are so “punctual” this may be the reason why their watches are the best in the world and so precise and valuable. 
2. Christmas indicates to us that Jesus came to our world at the precisely right time, just as the Apostle Paul said: “when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman.” (Galatians 4:4) Devising His plan of salvation God set the time for Jesus’ coming and when this time arrived, Jesus was born in Bethlehem Ephrata. The time of Jesus’ coming was not however just a matter of “happening,” it occurred at the precise time God intended for this to happen, indicating first and the foremost God’s sovereignty and willingness to act according to what He plans, not to what we would like see to happen, or when we would expect something to happen. In our “human concept,” we tend to limit God as to the place and time, and we try to fit Him into the framework of anything we do, or want to do. We like the routine, so we set aside time for everything, the time for worship, the time for prayer, the time for meditation, etc., but this is not how God operates. Considering my experience I wonder, could we really be able to keep out timeframe as we planned if we knew ahead of God’s actions? What would be the right time for Jesus to come if this was up to us? I remember a young Jewish man in the “Fiedler on the Roof,” asking the rabbi: “Would this not be the best time for the Messiah to come?” Facing persecution, the Jews in Anatevka were ready to embrace the coming of the messiah right then and there, because they perceived it as needed. If the history is of any indication, as the humanity, we would most certainly put very restricted limitations on the timing and the place of His arrival, if this was really left up to us.
3. God however acts according to His own agenda, and His timetable is absolutely flawless. He is never late, and He is never early. He keeps on continuing to work in our lives in the same way as He plans and according to His will. It might very well be that today is the time when He will respond to your prayer, the one you’ve been praying for the past few years. Perhaps it is today that He will solve the problem you faced for so long without a clue as to how to solve it. Maybe today the time will come when He wants you to do something in, something you never expected to do. No matter what it is, we must accept God’s timing, because He always acts in the ultimate, perfect, and flawless way. The prophets of old on the numerous occasions spoke about the coming of the Messiah, of the manner of His birth, and even of the place where He will be born and born of the virgin. All these prophecies were fulfilled when Jesus came to this world on that particular night in Bethlehem, just a few miles outside of Jerusalem, but the time of His birth was not incidental. He was born just in the perfect time and place, so the Gospel could reach to the ends of the world. No other civilization in the world’s history was ever equipped and able to support the expanse of the Gospel, like the Roman civilization was. No other place could have been chosen as better, but the place of such a great insignificance as Bethlehem Ephrata in Judea was.
4. Here are some reasons why Paul calls the time of Jesus Christ’s birth a: “fullness of time.” 

· The Hebrews, although God’s Chosen, refused to worship the only “One” God, constantly straying and worshipping the gods of Canaan and the other nations. 

· Upon returning from the “Babylonian Exile,” Ezra finally compiled all the holy books of Judaism, creating the Biblical Cannon which the scholars call since the “Holy Scriptures of Judaism,” and we know as the Old Testament.
· The foundation of a common language was laid with the rise of the Hellenistic culture, following Alexander the Great Kingdom’s expanse. Establishing Greek as the language of the era, resulted in the formation of the “Septuagint,” the Jewish Holy Scriptures in Greek, the common language. 

· Thanks to the vastness of the Roman Empire and its heights in the time of Jesus’ birth; thanks to “Pax Romana,” which brought the law and order to the Empire alongside with the culture and the trade routes possible because of the Roman infrastructure, allowed the “Empire wide” commerce and the venue to spread the message of the Gospel was established and the Gospel reached to the “ends of the known world.” 
5. All these set the stage and created the perfect time for Jesus to be born, to fulfill the plan designed by God in the early days of the Creation as indicated by God’s words to the serpent: “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” This was the reason why Jesus was born, to take to the cross of Calvary all our sins, and to die there, instead of us, to be literally “bit” by the sting of death, and yet in the end to conquer death on Easter Sunday with Christ’s Resurrection. Because of His death, we were forgiven and set free from sin. Jesus’ birth was God’s way of offering redemption to us, His “fallen creation,” allowing to rebuild the relationship which existed between Him and us and was broken in the Garden of Eden. Today, almost two thousand years later His offer still stands and as His creation the humanity has but only two choices, either to accept His gift and to inherit the eternal life or to reject it and to be condemned forever. 
6. Jesus came to our world not only to forgive us our sins, but also to make us into a family. He did not just forgive us and send us on our way, as some would believe, but He embraced us, He adopted us to Himself, making us His children. Our society rejects Him, but our society still has a choice, either to accept His adoption, thus becoming Hid heirs, or to walk through life on its own, rejecting Him and consequently missing the inheritance offered only to His heirs. Over 2,000 years ago in the “fullness of time” the angels appeared in the sky announcing to the shepherds: “to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:11-12) God’s plan which considered making us His heirs, no more orphans, to be taken care of by the same God who created us, has come to fruition. It begun to unfold in Bethlehem, but keeps unfolding still, allowing people to either accept God’s plan, or to reject it. We accepted it, but we were also charged with a mission and now it is the perfect time to share Christ’s message with those who keep rejecting Him.
7. Because of Jesus’ birth we have been freed from the slavery of sin just as the Jews were freed from the slavery of Egypt and from the Babylonian Exile. Because of God’s love, the Hebrews were given the “Promised Land” and after the Exile were able to return home, to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. Because of Jesus’ coming, because of the events of Bethlehem, we too were able to rejoin with God in a sacred relationship which leads to the eternal life in His presence. These are the results of Jesus coming to this world and putting in motion the very last piece of God’s plan of salvation. What is so very important for us to fully realize is that this has happened not because we decided to “put in motion” our actions, but because in the impeccable time God has decided to do what He did when He send His Son to this world. Because of Jesus’ birth God’s plan to set us free and to consequently to receive the Holy Spirit has been set in motion. All because of Jesus and of what He did and said, when with the last breath He cried: “It is finished!”
8. This is what the first coming of Jesus Christ was all about. This is what the night of the Bethlehem’s event brought to the world at the right time, chosen by God and once again made us His children. Because we know these already happened, we also know that what He promised will happen too. We know He will come again in the “fullness of time,” but we do not need to know when this will occur, only that it will. We have to wait for His “Second Coming,” and to make sure that we will not miss it. So, in the “fullness of the time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,” and we celebrated this last week. Now it is the time to ask our society this another important question: “Are you found to be His heir?” We know our answer, but maybe some of our friends and acquaintances do not, so it might be a good time to pose this question to them, even if doing it once again.

