A little boy ran to the kitchen with a big box in his hand and breathlessly told his mother: “We’d better tell Santa Claus to forget about the train set I ordered. I just found one on the top shelf of Dad’s closet.”

Christmas Celebration
1. Tonight we celebrate the Christmas Eve with the service of Carols and Scripture Readings. Tomorrow our festivity will follow with the Christmas Day activities, including Christmas Services, but what will Christmas offer us this year and what are our expectations of this year’s Christmas? Tonight, many children, and maybe even some adults, will wait for “Santa” to “slide down the chimney” with all sorts of presents, but what do we, the “Christ’s own,” really expect from Christmas and what are we really celebrating? I ask this question of us all, as well as of our country, and maybe even of the entire world. A few weeks ago we initiated the annual celebration of Christmas with Advent services and singing: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” and yet it is so obvious that so many people today missed and keep on missing Him just as the ancient did when He came to this world on that special night. 
2. We live in the world that is devoid of God’s wisdom and of His peace, and in the society that consciously made a decision to ignore Him and of His importance in the affairs of the world. Even His Church, to a great extent, ignores His message today, supplementing it with the human vision and the human philosophy. All these, despite the urgent need for peace and stability in the world, the need to respect of one another even when expressing opposite views, and the need for guidance that would truly allow us as the society, to live in the harmony with one another. Ironically, Jesus has already offered us all these when He came to this world as a little baby, and yet the world then and even more so today, rejected and still rejects and ignores Him. 
3. We may celebrate Christmas as an annual holiday, as a part of a tradition that has been with us for two millennia. Still this tradition has lost its meaning in so many ways. In the past I have indicated how did we have “sanitized” our vision of His birth, of the place where He came to this world and the realities of life two thousand years ago in Judea, and in the entire world of the day. The modern version of the manger today is a nice and a clean “crib like” object of resting. The barn resembles a decorated “nursery,” and the shepherds are portrayed as a “nice and cheerful crowd.” Yet, nothing could have be further from the truth. This was a filthy barn, a dirty manger, and the shepherds were a rowdy crowd, smelling like the animals they were taking care of every single day. Nothing in this place was nice and cozy, except the fact that He was born there. 
4. Nonetheless, that night transformed the world, and not because of the place, but because Jesus’ birth indicated something truly remarkable and important. On that night the greatest of the miracles of the history of the world occurred. The “Son of God” was born in a human flesh, and His birth established a new era in the history of humanity. We are still touched today by the events of that night because these events reignited a special relationship between God and His Creation, the relationship that has been broken in the Garden of Eden. Whatever the remnants of it were loosely kept over the centuries, gradually collapsed with people’s behavior and decisions. Apostle John writing his Gospel said that this was the night when the “Light” came into the world darkened by the influence of sin and that light broke the darkness for those who were willing to accept it.
5. Shortly before the time to glorify His Father came, Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have eternal life.” Today, the star of Bethlehem might not shine anymore on the heavenly firmament, the “Star of Bethlehem” might not lead the “wise men” to the Savior as it did then, but Jesus still shines as the “Light to the world” illuminating the world with His never ceasing “Rays of Hope,” showing the way to those still seeking Him. Today, as the proverbial statement says: “The truly wise men still seek Him.” As humanity, we indeed need this “Light” to shine upon our lives, and we need His guidance to be able to leave the place of darkness of this world, and to continue living in the fulness and brightness of the “One” and the true “Light.” Yes, Jesus might have come to this world in the times and the place of darkness, to the world dirtied by sin and evil, but He brough the pure “Light” of Hope, Love, and Peace, to “spruce up” the world and this “Light” is indeed, truly worth following. May we all realize this Christmas that we need Him in our lives and make sure that having this “Light” at our fingertips, we may show to the world the importance and the value of it. Our world needs to hear this message, and as His Church we are empowered to carry this message to the world. So, as I wish all of you a truly “Merry Christmas,” I also want to charge you to go and to share with the world the real and the only true Christmas message: “The Savior was indeed born in Bethlehem!” 
