To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for You be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all day long. Be mindful of Your mercy, O Lord, and of Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble His way. All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.”                                                                     Psalm 25:1-10
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  
                                                                                                                                        Jeremiah 33:14-16
     A Sunday school teacher had just finished telling her class the Christmas story and after this she asked the kids: "Who do you think is the most important woman in the Bible?”
     A little boy raised his hand and said: “Eve.” 
     Puzzled the teacher asked why he thought Eve was the most important woman in the Bible. 
     The little boy replied: “Well, they name two days of the year after Eve. You know, Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.”
One can’t argue with the boy’s logic.

LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS
1. I must admit, even though time seems to be really flying fast, I am once again looking forward to Christmas, it is a very special time for me. Every year Christmas always brings to me some sort of excitement and not only because it is the most celebrated holiday in the world, but because this is the also a holiday that serves as the basis for the most important story ever told, in the history of the world. It might be a very “culturally sensitive” time, but it is also an incredibly important spiritual time. After saying so I have to admit that seeing “Christmas” merchandise displayed for sale in the stores already in September, was again a “little too early” for my taste, but unfortunately, we live in a day and age when commercialism wants to take over our lives. I believe there is a time and a season for everything, just as the “Book of Ecclesiastes” says, but we need to know when such a time and such a season is appropriate to celebrate. For me to celebrate Christmas has become even more important ever since I came to North America, originally to Canada and then to the USA, because Christmas in my home has always been our family’s celebration. Since Christmas of 1981I was separated from my entire family back in Poland, and begun celebrating “family Christmas,” only since we were married and then our sons were born. Still Christmas is for me the time of joyful and happy celebration, and not only culturally as I already indicated, but also as a spiritual celebration focused on the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
2. Today is also another very special Sunday because this is the first Sunday of Advent which begins another “Christmas Season.” It is also the time when as the Church of Jesus Christ, we not only look forward to celebrate Christ’s birth, but we also begin our “Church’s New Year.” In the time of Advent we recognize the coming of the Messiah, the One who over two thousand years ago has come to this world, being born in the obscure Judean village called Bethlehem. At the same time, in the prophetic vision, we also look forward to the time, which is still yet to come, namely to the return of the “Messiah.” With His “Second Coming,” He will not only come to claim His own, but He also will finally bring a true peace and a true order to the world which today is nothing but warped, demented, disenchanted, and disillusioned. Advent is the time when we look at Christ’s “Second Coming” and His promise to end the chaos we witness and experience daily. In the Advent Season, we also have the opportunity to search inwardly and to see what is in our hearts, hoping for a change and the fulfilment of the promises we have been longing for as the individuals and as the Church, for a very long time.
3. Our world, our society, is filled with so many assumptions, without ever realizing that very often it is our assumptions that create the chaos and the life problems we encounter every day. Many people still assume that their way of understanding and seeing the world is the only correct one, without realizing what Albert Einstein once said: “Assumptions are made, and most of the assumptions are wrong.” The assumption that one’s “philosophy of life” is the only one worth following is, and always will be wrong, because after all, although we are the individuals, God created us to live in the communities. We might be different and unique as human beings, but we are a part of something larger, and that “something” is the community, be it a family, a circle of friends, a society at large or the Church. Just as the Christ’s Church is. To assume that we do not need God, as our moder society insists, is just another one of these assumptions that do not hold any credibility, no matter who creates and proposes it. We cannot separate ourselves from God just as we cannot separate ourselves from the life God created, just as we cannot create life ourselves, no matter how much we may try. With all the technological and medical advances we still were able to create only something that may resemble life in the form of what we call it the “Artificial Intelligence,” but even so, this “AI” is not “life,” but just an elaborate “programming,” something that in the “tech jargon” is called the “algorithm.”
4. Our world and our modern society offers us a lot of promises, promises of things that might bring us the meaning, the purpose, and the value for our life. Our society regularly promises us that everything is OK and we are constantly being promised that tomorrow would be a better day, if we just follow some particular steps. Our politicians, our teachers, often even our elders and spiritual leaders try to promise us a change if we follow their ways, but the only way a human heart might truly be changed is but by the direct involvement and direct action of God. No human promises would do.  A long time ago I discovered that nothing is more destructive than relying on the promises which in the end turn out to be false. Everybody knows what it is like to experience a broken promise and how much it hurts when the promises are broken. When I see today’s world I unfortunately see many people who have been hurt by broken promises. So many relationships ceased to exist because of the unfulfilled promises. I also hear so many deceiving, self-serving, and simply false promises offered to people by those who are in power, those who are in control, those who are supposed to teach, even unfortunately within the Church. With the Christmas Season approaching and the beginning of Advent, we may however also clearly see that the only true promises are those offered us by God. A long time ago God promised the Messiah to come to the world, to reestablish the broken relationship between humanity and God which occurred in the Garden of Eden, and this promise has been fulfilled with the birth of Jesus Christ.
5. Our Christian faith is built upon God’s promise, promise of God’s forgiveness for our sins and Him once again embracing us, just as He did so at the time of Creation. Because of God’s promise, we have been saved from the clutches of sin and destruction and offered a new, eternal life in His Kingdom. As once again we begin the time of Advent, we must remember God’s glorious promises. After all, if we celebrate Christmas every year it is because we focus on the fulfillment of the ancient promise offered by God. 
D.L. Moody is attributed to the statement that: “God never made a promise that was too good to be true.” Christmas proves this statement to be true for Jesus Christ indeed came to this world to fulfill God’s promise from the Garden: “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; He will strike your head, and you will strike His heel.” The real meaning of Christmas is Jesus, and although some may say that the phrase we see on the billboards in Christmas Season saying: “Jesus is the reason of the season,” is often just a cliché today, I believe it is not. It is exactly what Christmas is about, and what Christmas brings. This is exactly what the time of Advent reminds us of, and encourages us to focus on. Christmas is not about the family gatherings or the Christmas tree. It is not even about Santa and all of his Christmas gifts, although some may argue this. We indeed may celebrate Christmas with all of these, with the gatherings at the table by the Christmas tree and exchanging the presents, but in the end Christmas is about the fulfillment of the promise, the most important promise God has ever given us, His Creation. 
 6. About 600 years before Jesus was born, God called Jeremiah to become His prophet, to bring the message to God’s people, the ones who needed to hear it. The people of Judah were facing the destruction of Jerusalem, of Solomon’s Temple and threatened by what we know today as the “Babylonian Exile,” and God spoke to them through Jeremiah. What was to happen to the Kingdom of Judah, had to happen, because the people of Judah disobeyed God, turned their backs on Him, embraced the worship of Baal, and even sacrificed their children, burning them on the altar of Baal. They deviated from God's laws and broke the covenant they had with Him, causing God to withdraw His blessings from Judah. As God’s prophet, Jeremiah was to proclaim to the nation that they would suffer famine, foreign conquest, plunder, and captivity in a land of the strangers.  Yet, in His infinite love God has also promised them that one day the Messiah, “One” of such a great stature as the king David was, will arise and restore justice and righteousness in Jerusalem. Through Jeremiah’s message, God promised that this Messiah will be the “righteousness,” which was missing from God’s people. With the birth of Jesus that promised has been fulfilled. Eventually, because of Jesus’ birth’s promise has been fulfilled, He has also become ours, the Christ’s Church’s, “righteousness” as well.
7. We live in the world that is not much different from that of Jeremiah’s days. Our society turned away from God, embraced the modern-day equivalent of the “worship of Baal,” whereas people worship all sorts of hedonistic ideas, self-indulgence, immorality, and unethical behavior, where “the lie is called the truth,” and “the truth is called a lie;” where “good is called evil,” and “evil is called good.” The modern world’s society, through its woke ideology sacrificed people’s identity in the name of “progress,” destroyed “individuality” in the name of “quasi equality” denying the existence of the basic biological definitions of genders which in turn allowed the male athletes to compete with the female athletes, in their own fields as men they were all unsuccessful. We live in a society where the justice system cares more about the criminals than the victims, based on the environment the criminals grew up in. We live in the society where having an oppose view leads to alienation, ridicule and name calling. Our last election campaign had clearly proved this. The list is almost endless. No wonder our society, just as the people of Judah, face an imminent destruction, unless they wake up and return from their evil ways and once again embrace God. 
8. In the end, our society needs what we, as the Christ’s Church have done, that is to embrace the promise of the “One” whom the prophet Isaiah calls: “Emmanuel,” the Messiah who was born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago, as little baby called Jesus and whose birthday we will celebrate in just 24 days. In this Advent, as we approach Christmas, we must remember how much there is to rejoice for in this season, and how amazing, and glorious, are all of God’s promises, especially the one we are about to celebrate. We must never forget this small baby that came on the “First Christmas,” and is able to right the wrongs, to restore the good and destroy the evil, to bring the true love, true peace, and true unity to the divided and a hostile world. In our Christmas celebration we can hold on to the great source that promised us to finally be whole, complete, and true, realizing that we indeed may be reliable, forgiving, freeing, and meaningful, when we truly embrace the promise of Christmas, our Savior, Jesus. Our world might be on the verge of an annihilation because our society places their hopes in all the wrong places, and yet we, who have known and embraced the promise of God, may live with the hope and the assurance of God’s presence in our lives. And this is what Advent reminds us of, and this is what Advent offers us every year as we approach the birthday’s celebration of Jesus.
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