O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things. His right hand and His holy arm have gotten Him victory. The Lord has made known His victory; He has revealed His vindication in the sight of the nations. He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it. Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.                                                                  Psalm 98
If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: “Slaves are not greater than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know Him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. It was to fulfill the word that is written in their law: “They hated me without a cause.” When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, He will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.
                                                                                                                                              John 15:18-26
   A school teacher was correcting papers, and as she looked at one little boy’s work, she was appalled with the results. She said: “I fail to understand how one person could make so many mistakes.”

   The boy replied, “But it wasn’t just one person. My dad helped!”
By Any Means Necessary.
1. Every single day when I turn on the news, I hear one powerful message that makes me cringe, because it screams loud and clear: “we live in the world of hate.” If someone has an opposed view on anything, people respond to them with spite and hate. I am not surprised seeing so much hate however, for ever since the “modern society” with its “enlightened, humanistic” approach rejected God and His message, the centuries old civilized values, that ruled our society, ceased to exist and became irrelevant. Nowhere is this more visible that in the last few years of unrests we have witnessed in this country with all sorts of violent demonstrations and public response to call these demonstrations peaceful. Unfortunately, since the “individual rights” supersede now the “communal rights,” every individual’s view also supersedes the views held by any community. Consequently, even the Church, lost the rights to act according to what we as Christians believe, and what the Word of God teaches. In result, we have to accept the “whatever” the “society” demands, even if we disagree with these demands. If we do not, as Christians we are hated and rejected, just as much as Jesus was rejected by His own people. In today’s Scriptures reading, He clearly states: "If the world hates you, remember, it hated me first." 
2. Many of Jesus’ contemporaries hated Him and His teaching, especially those of the establishment, the religious leadership, the politicians of the day, those who controlled the society. They hated Him because on many occasions Jesus uncovered not only the hypocrisy of their life styles, but also their misinterpretation of God's Word and God’s teachings. The establishment was afraid of losing their authority and importance, so they wanted to prove Him wrong at any cost. Just as we see it in the actions of many of our politicians on both, state and federal levels. On the other hand, there also were people who listen to Him, who followed Jesus, because He offered a fresh and a true interpretation of the Scriptures. Jesus taught the Word of God as someone who has the authority, even though He did not held a position in the social echelons, to prove or to gain such authority. Consequently, those who followed Jesus were hated too, but miraculously, were able to withstand the persecution because they also embraced Jesus’ teaching of love, not hate. “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.”  
3. The society still hates what the true Church stands for, because the world hates the truth. The society pretends to play the role of a "good uncle" to everyone, to gain people’s confidence, and in turn to ensnare the same people with the society’s worthless, and empty promise of inclusiveness. Unfortunately, this is only a game, because in reality the society does not want to conform to any rules, to any responsibilities. If we have so many problems with our political, educational, justice and social systems, it is because nobody wants to obey the sound, established rules, preferring the “wishy washy” woke, counterculture ideology. If we see so many problems with our moral and ethical structures, it is because nobody, or at least only a very few, want to speak the truth and to unmask the failures of modern society. However, no matter how we may see the reality, we cannot ignore seeing that our society does not want to conform to the values that governed our Western, Judeo-Christian Civilization for centuries. As a matter of fact, the values of the “Judeo-Christian” tradition has been rejected just as God is being rejected. We used to use the abbreviation “B.C.” and “A.D.” but today the “politically correct abbreviation of describing the historical event has been changed to “C.E.” and “B.C.E”. Our society hates everything showing any connection to God and His Son Jesus.
4. Jesus knew what persecution means, and He knew it much better that we ever will. He knew that the persecution He faced was caused by “who He is,” and “what He stands for.” At the same time, Jesus assures us that in spite of all the obstacles we will face in life, we are to follow in His footsteps. It is not by chance that the words in the preceding verses of our Scriptures reading in John’s Gospel, Jesus focuses on love. Only love is capable of overcoming hatred, and as Christians we are called to love, not hate. That is why for the world being a Christian does not make any sense, especially today, when people are mainly concerned with their own personal rights. It is very interesting that gods of the antiquity were not only very human in appearance, but also in character. They would not suffer or offer themselves on the altar for humanity, but on the contrary, they often expressed anger and vengefulness toward humanity. Jesus is different. He not only suffers for His followers, but also for those who reject Him. He was ready to die and to suffer persecution without hesitation, and did it for all of humanity, not just selected few.
5. The word "hate" used in this passage carries a tremendous weight. It is not "unaccepted," "not liked" or “discriminated against.” It means that the world will do anything in its power to eradicate Jesus' followers. By any means necessary! We are in the world's way because we conform to the values and the laws that the world wants to get rid of. Modern society tolerates only those who agree with the society’s ways, and cannot bear what the followers of Jesus believe. In result, the world finds many different ways to lure the believers and to move them away from God, and unfortunately, sometimes those who profess to follow Jesus, fall for the society’s traps. Yet, Jesus words assure us that if we successfully resist the society hatred of us, even if done in a very sublime, almost invisible way, it will be us, not the society that will be victorious. I cannot help but to quote here the words of Apostle Paul to Timothy: “I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing.”
6. We are a part of this world, and we have connections to the world, but our goals, aspirations, desires, etc., significantly differ from those of the world, and because of that, we are a threat to the very existence of this world.  We are a threat in such sense that we hold the world accountable, and want the world to turn away from the evil ways, looking instead, toward Jesus, but this would mean to make changes, the humanity today is not willing to make. Instead, the humanity created the whole idea of the “human rights,” which truly have nothing to do with the people’s rights, but has everything to do with the agenda of destruction of the values and the principles, we have known for centuries. Jesus does not want us to be deceived, naïve or simply gullible. “They will hate you” - He told His disciples and consequently tells us – “because they hate me!” No matter what approach the world takes against Christian values it always come to this very one: “the world hates Jesus Christ!” They hate Jesus Christ because when He comes and meets one, the result is always the same, people recognize their own sinfulness and guilt, but as humans, we do not like to feel or to admit guilt. The world hates Jesus, because nobody can argue with Him since His ways were and are set and clear, but again, people do not like when they cannot hide something. In one of the shows, I used to watch, a governments official said: "The chances are that he was lying about something anyway." Mankind does prefer to hide one’s own weaknesses, one’s own falls, one’s own sins, but it cannot hide any of them from Jesus.   
7. Jesus’ followers were hated by their own, (we see this in the actions of Saul, before he became Paul), by the Roman Emperors and the Roman society (persecution of Christians including in the Colosseum), by various religious leaders and even by the Church of the Middle Ages in general. Today, the true followers of Jesus are accused of being "anti-women," "phobic," (with any form of phobia some may think of), "narrow-minded," “old-fashioned,” with the list ever expanding. Ironically, if not tragically, the same people who view us in that way do not want to recall and do not want to remember, that it was the followers of Jesus who embraced the suffering, and the poor, the uneducated, and the unjustly accused. It was the Christians that embraced all those who were persecuted for various reasons. The memory of our society is very short. Christian spirit has always embraced people of the world regardless of their race, ethnicity, religion, or gender, but today, those who embraced them, are accused of evil and hate because they stand up for their moral, ethical and religious principles. Can’t we see what is wrong with this picture? 
8. All this was foretold by Jesus so many centuries ago. Our world does not want to know God anymore, our world does not want to know Jesus Christ, and our world cannot stand the followers of Jesus. Today is the “Orthodox Easter,” and the Orthodox Christendom celebrates the greatest miracle in human history, just as we did it 5 weeks ago, and it is important for us to hear the words of Jesus loud and clear, because His words and His action on Easter show how much Jesus cared for us and wanted to prepare us for the consequences of following Him. The world is against us because it is against Jesus, and we must accept this as our reality. Yet, we too must reach out to this world and to keep introducing Jesus to as many as possible so, that salvation may come to them. That is what Jesus called us to do.

