The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. Our God comes and does not keep silence, before Him is a devouring fire, and a mighty tempest all around Him. He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He may judge His people: “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice!” The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge.             Psalm 50:1-6
After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said: “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! And the One seated there looks like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, and in front of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal. Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and back: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing: “Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.”       Revelation 4:1-8
At Sunday school they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Johnny, a child in the kindergarten class, seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, “Johnny, what’s the matter?”

Johnny said, “I don’t feel well, I think I’m having a wife.”
He Is the Only Holy One!
1. What would be the common base for “worship service,” and what are the elements of it that would allow all congregations to agree with? Although this might sound as a hypothetical or philosophical question, in reality it is not, for what indeed the “Sunday Worship Service” is truly all about? Let’s face it, for at least over some fifty times a year, we gather in the sanctuary, every Sunday morning, and spend at least one hour together. This happens in every single congregation, in every country, all over the world. I also still remember the days, when people would worship even more often, twice on Sunday, and at least one additional day of the week, usually Wednesday. Why would they do it? What is so significant about the “Worship Service?” How do we define it, and what makes it so important and so special? 
2. I believe all these questions must be carefully considered if we are to understand what brings us here on Sunday morning. When I wrote my doctoral dissertation I focused on the current forms of the Worship Service, and suggested that our “Worship Service” is strongly influenced by the popular culture and since the forms of communication are changing, this also requires changes and modifications in a style we worship. In my work I suggested a multimedia approach to preaching, although at that time this approach was not really accepted. As I defended my dissertation, I was greeted with skepticism and yet, today, the model I proposed has become commonly accepted and embraced by many churches and many various denominations. However, already then, in 1996, I warned, that indiscriminate use of this model could lead to divisions within the Church, because not everyone responds to the changes in the communication patterns in the same way, especially in the religious context and setting. Therefore, I suggested careful implementation of any modifications to the existing patterns of the Worship Service. The reason was very simple, people do not like changes, and most certainly do not easily accept them in the church. 
3. However, as I focus on John’s vision in the Book of Revelation, especially in the central element of the “Heavenly Worship Service,” which is found in verse 8: “and day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!’" I realized that what is found this whole passage is incredibly important and imperative.  The description of the worship by John here, indicates something entirely different from what we are so used to in many of our churches. The “Heavenly Worship Service” form focused on in the Book of Revelation, is on exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and God the Father, seated on the throne in the center, while surrounded by the heavenly elders. This, almost a revolutionary vision, suggests that Worship Service is about God, and not about us! And yet, the exaltation of God becomes secondary in most worship services today, focusing on a form of entertainment, provided for the participants, hence missing the true purpose, and a true goal of this celebration. In many services, the most important element is not the exultation of God, but how people feel, and how they like what is being offered to them in the “worship service.” 
4. For the Apostle John, the “Worship Service” is an intimate celebration carried on by the family that is joined together with and by love. John's vision of worship is a heavenly vision, a vision of what is to come. Here and now, his vision must then be reflected in the way we celebrate and worship our Lord and Savior today. After all, this is the only way, we can develop an intimate connection with God, while we gather together, because it is here where He awaits us in a collective worship service. Yes, we may, and we should, build an intimate relationship with Him in our personal life, but we must also respond to our Savior, as a group, as a family of God, not a bunch of strangers who come together once a week, and gather for some sort of a “social gathering.” The vision in John's Revelation shows us God at the center of the “Worship Service,” with else around focused on Him. 
5. I could go on now with the interpretation of who the figures in that vision are, and what they represent, but this is not my intention today. I want to however point out, that all these creatures and the elders, represent the Church of the past, of the present and of the future. The Church of which you and I are a part of. Now, what do they do? They all worship God by constantly saying: "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty." It becomes clear that the essence of their worship is to tell God that for us He is the Only God, the Only Creator and the Only Savior of mankind, and this also shows that the true glory and the true honor, belong Only to Him. To worship God, we must first understand who God is, and we must see Him as “the Only One Holy and the Only One Exalted.” Only then we may be able to know who we are, and be able to develop a proper relationship with Him. Only when we see God as the Creator, and the Savior of us all, we may be able to see ourselves as sinners in need of forgiveness. Only when we see God as the “all-powerful God,” who is in control of the entire universe, we may be able to see ourselves as His creation, powerful in many ways, but still totally dependent on Him. Only when we realize the difference between Him and us, we may be able to come to Him with confession and repentance, and truly offer Him the glory and praise of which only He is worthy.  
6. Long ago, on the Mount Sinai, God has given the “Ten Commandments” to Moses, to introduce His people to the foundation of God's Law In this Law He determined that every seventh day the people must set aside that day to celebrate God, to worship, and to praise Him. His reasons were simple, this was to be the day of us regaining the physical strength, to gather with other members of God's Family for the spiritual feast of His blessings, and also to gain a spiritual boost. The Sabbath was also to be kept sacred, to remember God's mighty act of creation, and His rule. It was to be the day when people would relate to God, and the day when they would acknowledge His involvement in their lives. It was to remind them that everything they have, and everything that surrounds them, are His, “God the Creator’s” gifts to us. Today, our “Worship Service” is still to be about remembering that it is God, not us, who is in full control of this Universe and of us. 
7. When we come to the Worship Service, we to must remember that we come before our Redeemer, the One who saved and freed us, from guilt and the bondage of sin. The time we come before Him is the time when we focus on His sacrifice and on our salvation. This is not a trivial or a casual time and cannot be treated as such. This is the time and the place where and when, we must realize that we cannot break free from the evil around us, and that we cannot embrace evil with. This is the time when we must realize that we were helpless and trapped in the grip of sin, and only the presence of the Lord changed and transformed us, and keeps us on the right track. In the "Upper Room" Jesus said: "Do this in remembrance of me." When the “Early Church” gathered for worship, that is exactly what they did, and this is what the Sunday Worship Service is all about. When asked how he was able to write his monumental "Messiah" George Frederick Handel responded: "I saw the heavens open, and God upon His great white throne." Following John's description of the “Heavenly Worship Service,” in the “Book of Revelation,” Handel experienced what the true worship is all about, and mightily translated it into the powerful music. So, as we know now what the true “Worship Service” is all about, let us truly worship God, as He intended us to do. 











