Arise, shine, for your Light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your Light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.                                           Isaiah 60:1-6
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking: “Where is the child who has been born King of the Jews? For we observed His star in the east and have come to pay Him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him: “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” “Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying: “Go and search diligently for the Child, and when you have found Him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay Him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they knelt down and paid Him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.            Matthew 2:1-12
The story is told about a pastor that got up in the pulpit and apologized for the Band-Aid on his face. He said “I was thinking about my sermon while shaving and cut my face.” Afterward the treasurer found a note in the collection plate, “Next time, think about your face and cut the sermon.”

The Magi - Who Were They?
1. So, who were these bearers of Jesus’ gifts? We call them “The Wise Men,” or “The Kings,” and speak of three of them because of the three gifts, but the Eastern Church speaks of as many as twelve of them. Matthew does not offer us a specific number, and he simply writes about the magi (from the Greek μάγοι). The word “magi” suggests they were from somewhere that was known as the “Parthian Empire,” centered in Persia, and stretching from today’s Syria to India. They were most likely the followers of Zoroastrianism, worship of one god, as in contrast to polytheism of the day. Again, this is suggested by the word “magos,” since in the old Persian language this word defined a Zoroastrian’s priestly class members. They were what we might consider today, the theologians of their times. Although not of a Jewish origin, as monotheists, they knew the Jewish Scriptures, and were familiar with at least some of the Jewish prophecies. What is probably most important though, is that they were the seekers, the seekers of the truth, and when they came upon an amazing discovery, they relentlessly pursued what they found, dedicating themselves to the search for that which was promised and yet unknown. 
2. In their research they discovered that the appearance of the unknown star indicated the birth of the king of the obscure nation of Israel. They understood that this king must be of great importance, since a celestial object such as a star proclaimed His arrival. By believing the prophecy to be fulfilled, as the star indicated, they show a much deeper and a much greater faith than the people to whom the prophecy was originally offered. They must have travelled for a long time, about two years probably since Matthew writes that Herod ordered the death of Bethlehem’s boys up to two years old), and have been filled with an anticipation of what they might discover when they find the newborn Child. They were certain they would find Him though, since they carried gifts of quite a significant value, both in a material and a symbolic sense. Their decision of embarking on such a lengthy trip must also have been thoroughly planned and brilliantly executed, for it was not just the weekend stroll, or even a week or a month-long journey. 
3. There is a great lesson for us and the world to learn from these men. You see, generally speaking, we as humans, especially today, seem to look on life with a sense of negativism, and with a dose of cynicism even. Granted, our experiences often justify that view, but in actual life things are often not as they seem to be, and I do not say this to sound as a cliché, but because our life sometimes changes in the most unexpected ways. I too would suggest that these changes are sometimes truly incredible. As Christians, we need to embrace the probability of life that throws at as not a “curve ball,” but a “home run.” Jesus said that unless we become like children, we would never enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but He does not expect us to be childish in our behavior, instead He wants us to trust Him, just as children trust their parents, even if sometimes these parents are not trustworthy. 
4. Have you even seen a picture of a hopeless child, how said this child’s eyes are? Hope is what teaches that Christ can make a difference. Things in life are not always what they seem and only with hope everything might be changed and transformed. The wise men traveled with hope and this hope allowed them to finally see and greet Jesus, the newborn “King of kings.” Only hope explains how they could embark on such a journey. Without hope I do not imagine, they would ever venture into such a difficult, dangerous, and most likely, exhausting endeavor. Wherever they came from, they covered many miles, and I do not think they were the physically fittest of men, since most likely they were not “spring chickens” anymore. Yet, they still put their faith into action, and with hope “saddled” their camels, and went. 
5. When these “magi” came to Jerusalem, they quickly realized that nobody except them is actually interested in the discovery they dedicated themselves to. What they saw were the religious leaders who claimed to follow the rules of God’s Law; they saw the king who was interested only in his own greatness, rather than the greatness of God; they saw people concerned with their religious obligations, but not seeking the newborn child, and only they, the “travelers from the far country” searched for the Child already born. When they inquired however, they discovered that the religious leaders were aware of the prophecy, the king Herod also knew about it, and the people were taught this prophecy, yet the meaning and the importance of what has been promised so long ago, was ignored, and replaced by the “religious ceremonies.” In the end, the disenchanted seekers, left Jerusalem.
6. How often today’s Church is preoccupied with its own affairs to the point that it does not recognize the Lord when He arrives? I heard many jokes about churches where there was no place for Jesus, but the tragic truth is that these are not jokes only. Today’s Church very often focuses on all sorts of issues, even important ones, but focuses on them from the political or social rather than spiritual perspective. I said many times that we cannot change human behavior by issuing an edict, or creating a new law, or a new regulation. The human heart must be transformed first, and this is possible only with the presence and the control of the Holy Spirit of a person’s life. On the other hand, too often some churches are more concerned with their self-preservation rather than with sharing the true Gospel. When we forget about the fellow men and do not reach out to people because they are not what we expect them to be, we are doing exactly the same. The “Wise Men” challenge the Church today, showing that what we need is to seek Christ, and to introduce Him to others, because just as Jesus said: “It is those who are sick that need a physician.” 
7. When these travelers finally arrived in Bethlehem, they found the “King of kings” not in a palace, not in a mansion, or a beautiful house, and yet they still offered Him their royal gifts. They were able to understand what the birth of this child meant, and through their actions taught an important lesson, to their contemporaries, as well as us today, and all the future generations yet to come. Today Caesar is gone; the Roman Empire is gone; Herod is gone. So many palaces of the mighty and important rulers have crumbled, their glory faded away. Even the religious systems created by men have proven to be empty, but this little “Child” is still in the pinnacle of the human history. The “Wise Men” found what they were looking for, and their find shows us that until He comes again as He promised, people can still find Him if they seek Him. All they need to do is to make the first step into faith, venturing forth and having their lives transformed by God who is always willing to meet them on any turf.
8. The wise men still preach to us; they still speak about the possibilities people have. They speak of what may happen when people put their faith into action. They speak about an encounter with Jesus that changes human life. As we have come here today to worship our Savior, let us still learn from the “Magi,” namely how to worship the “King of kings.” The Scriptures teach us that when they found Jesus, they bowed down and presented the gifts they brought even though He was just a baby. These gifts symbolized the fulfillment of their journey and revealed their wisdom. The religious leaders, the people of Jerusalem as well as Herod wanted no part of Jesus, Herod even tried to kill Him, while the religious leaders when He was of age pursued the same goal, to the point of Jesus’ crucifixion, but His crucifixion only proved them wrong, for salvation comes only through the sacrifice He made on that cross. It is sad indeed to know that today so many people find themselves in Herod’s and the religious leaders’ “shoes.” They do it through mocking our faith as well as our Savior, and do everything in their power to destroy Christ’s Church. Thankfully as an old, worn bumper sticker we can still occasionally see on some vehicles says: "The Wise Men Still Seek Him." They still do and they always will. Allow me to end my message with the immortal words of Charles Dickens from the “Christmas Carol”: “May that be truly said of us, and all of us!” 
