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The EPISTLES OF FAITH

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
628 Clermont Street
Antigo, Wisconsin 54409
Phone: 715-623-5717
Church E-Mail Address:  faithucc@frontier.com
Rev. Dr. Wes A. Jedras:  wjedras@hotmail.com  
Church Website: www.antigofaithucc.org
Administrative Assistant:  Laurie Hackbarth
Church Office Hours:  Monday Closed;
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM; Friday - Closed
Church Council Chair:  Sue Moseman

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship:  10:30 a.m.

You are invited - Bring a friend!
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A Story from Pastor Wes:


Story on Peace 

There once lived a very wealthy man who was willing to pay a small fortune to the artist who could best illustrate the presence of peace. Several artists brought paintings of sunsets and quiet meadows, but the man did not accept any of these. One day as he was walking through looking at the most recent attempts, two paintings captured his attention.

One was a painting of a beautiful calm lake surrounded by lush green mountains. The water seemed as still as glass and wispy white clouds danced in the bright blue of the sky. Next to this painting was another with vast differences. It was also a picture of a lake surrounded by mountains, but the strong winds had whipped the lake into a tempest and the dark clouds hovered about the rugged mountain landscape ready to release a downpour of torrential rains.

The audience standing about watched with anticipation to see which one the man might choose to depict the story of peace. All were shocked when he did not choose the first, but instead chose the second. How could such a stormy scene tell a story of peace?

The rich man explained. The first painting was beautiful and peaceful, but it didn’t tell the truth of where peace can be found. Anyone could feel peaceful upon a crystal-clear lake with white clouds drifting across the sky and barely a breeze blowing across the water.

Then he pointed out something in the second painting which everyone else had overlooked. If you peered closely into the mountains of the second, there was a waterfall, and tucked into a crevice of that mountain near the waterfall was a small nest on which a mother bird sat upon tiny blue eggs.

The man spoke. “This second painting is a picture of true, perfect peace because it is within the storms of life we find real peace tucked into the side of God knowing His presence will guard and protect us even in the midst of this world’s storms.”
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Pastor Wes will be on vacation August 5th through August 29th.  For any pastoral emergencies, please contact Jan Jones @ 715-253-3112.
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4. Ryan Gallenberg
15. Arlene Schuh
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		6. Dan & Patti Hilger
		7. Ron & Sue Moseman
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(Members and Special Friends of the Church) Alma Albrecht; Tom McKinnon; Diane Montour; Ashley Wurtinger

(Family/friends of members) Pete Ballas; Chris Carlson; Donna Carlson; John & Jonelle Gregg; Ed Hilger; Bob Mackiewicz; Jeff Reissmann; and Marguerite Wurtinger.

We pray for our military, especially Kassandra Derlein; Ben Glawoki; Padraic Kelly and William Ryan Kelly for their protection and safe return, as well as healing for those who have been injured and are recovering.

We pray for the people suffering from the tragedies of war and for the people recovering from any natural disasters.
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General Minister and President Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson on

“Living Under a Big Tent”

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you’re welcome here.”

Many UCC congregations use words like these at the beginning
of worship. As your General Minister and President,l wonder,
“what do we mean when we utter these words?”
hese expansive words imply radical inclusion and have welcomed many into
the church - some back to church - in a way they had never known.While
we experience differences in our ideologies and ideas, we feel called to a lived
expression of inclusion based on love.We want to be a safe space for all to
live lives that draw us closer to God through Jesus Christ.

This too is commitment.VWe may be in different locations on this spiritual journey,
yet we are similarly trying to find our way well beyond the daily living of our physical
lives.Yet we commit to being a “big tent” of expansive welcome.The term “big tent”
refers to a group that includes many different groups or ideas, and as a result can
attract a wide range of supporters.This type of diversity is not easy to sustain when
there is such a wide range of views, and yet, in the United Church of Christ (UCC)
we find God calling us to live under a big tent.

The wide range of diversities among us run along theological, political, racial/ethnic,
church size, leadership, worship style, and even geographic lines.We are small and
large, urban and rural, on-line and in-person, store-front and traditional church struc-
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tures, Open and Affirming (ONA) and Evangelical, Conservative, Orthodox, or Tra-
ditional (ECOT),and much more.All of these and in between are a part of the UCC.

When | think of life in the UCC, | am often reminded of Jesus’ words when he was
asked which commandment was the first. He responded that the first was loving
God and added:“The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There
is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:31).Much can be said about
who is the neighbor. The neighbor includes strangers and certainly includes those
we journey with in this denomination we call the UCC. Jesus did not say love the
people who are like-minded, nor did he say love the people who are like you. Jesus
taught a big lesson: love your neighbor as yourself.

In this big tent, we find ourselves at odds sometimes.We do not always agree. Our
differences seem to outweigh the similarities we share. Jesus’ prayer for his disciples
is one we hold as a motto for the UCC: “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).
Unity does not mean uniformity.We are called to hold the differences we bring with
us and honor the differences in each other. God’s love can be the glue that holds us
together.

Loving each other amid our differences can be challenging. Civil discourse takes
practice. We will need patience for hard conversations. Instead of defending our
positions, we will need to listen in love. We will need courage to honor the diversities
already present and emerging among us. Challenging, certainly; but together, we can
live under this big tent of God'’s love learning and growing with each other.

We cannot do this alone. We need each other. More so, we need to
experience God’s love alive and present working in us, through us, and
among us as we continue to answer the call to love and to be
welcoming of all who come through the doors of the church. Whether
left, right or center in our theological or political leanings - all are
welcome to be a part of the UCC.

xCHURCH'S

Learn more about the big tent of the UCC at
https://www.ucc.org
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS

WHEN iN SOITOW. . iccviernnrereeereeriniiiiiiinnannreeseesseessssnsnnnanaaasaes John 14
When man fails you...... ..Psalm 27
When you have Sinned.......ome Psalm 51

When you have WOITY ... Matthew 6:19-34
When you are in danger. ... Psalm 91

When God seems far away.......cccoveeeenenienccniininninnand Hebrews 139
When your faith needs stirfing.........cviiiins Hebrews 11
When you are lonely and fearful.... ...Psalm 23
When you grow bitter and critical......oncnciccnns 1Cor.13
When you feel down and out.......c.coevinnininnend Romans 8:31-37
When you want peace and rest Matthew 11:25-30
When the world seems bigger than God........c.cccoeeinnn Psalm 90
When you want Christian assurance..........cocceeeee Romans 8:1-30
When you leave home for labor or travel......c.cocoeeeeee Psalm 121

When your prayers grow narrow and selfish.. ..Psalm 67
When you want courage for a task..........cceu... ....Joshual
To get along with your fellow man......... Romans 12
For a great intervention or opportunity.......ceeeeeeisisenens Isaiah 55
For Paul’s secret to happiness.......oceeeenencnienns «=Col. 3:12-17

If you want to be fruitfuli.....es John 15

If your pocketbook is empty.......cccceene ...Psalm 37
If you're losing confidence in people.. ..1Cor.13
If people seem UNKING....cooiiiiii s John 15
If discouraged about your Work........cceeviiiininnne ..Psalm 126
Find the world growing small and yourself great.... ....Psalm 19

AVAILABLE 24/7 | PHONE SERVICE NOT REQUIRED
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