Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord and His might and the wonders that He has done. He established a decree in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our ancestors to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments.                                                                                                                      Psalm 78:1-7
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord Himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
    A businessman ordered flowers to be sent to the opening of his friend’s new branch office. When the businessman got there, he was shocked to see the flowers with the inscription. “Rest In Peace.” He was so outraged that he stopped at the florist to complain.
    “It could be worse,” the florist said, “Just think: Today someone was buried beneath a floral arrangement with the inscription. ‘Congratulations on Your New Location!’”
Just Believe!
1. Once upon a time, the Bible, was accepted by the believers as the Word of God, unfortunately, this is not the case anymore. With the rise of the age of Enlightenment, the society decided to seek reason and intellect as the tools of any and every form of studies, the biblical studies included. Eventually, the rational approach and the logical arguments became the power tools of the modern science and the modern man. Yet, I always wondered if we can indeed substitute faith, feelings or instincts, with the cold, logical arguments of reason, and still remain fully human? When applied to the scientific approach, all these have its rightful place, but when applied to the psyche of a man or to the philosophy, I do not believe the scientific approach is fitting. After all we are humans, not “Vulcans,” not the “computing devices.” Haven’t we learned yet, that rationalism sooner or later will give in to skepticism and cynicism? We elect politicians to create laws of the land and yet we do not have any respect for them; we have lawyers to define and refine the same laws but at the same time we see them as the manipulative crooks. We lost faith in the political system and worst of all we lost faith in people. Today the times when our word and a handshake were as valid as a signed contract, are long gone. Trust does no longer exists and when we sign any document, we must study a fine print and every clause of that document, before we will put our “John Hancock” underneath.
2. As I shared with you many times, I read a lot of sermons while preparing my own, and I have increasingly noticed a shift from the early 20th century, whereas many sermons explain the resurrection of Jesus Christ in the rationale and logical terms. At the same time, I watched a few documentaries where the medical experts shared their opinion on the feasibility of the crucifixion as punishment and the cause of death from form of execution, questioning logic of it. Yet it is undeniable fact that the crucifixion was widely used within the history, and not only predominantly by the Romans. At the same time, in my research I also discovered that the “supernatural” as described in and by the Scriptures is today often explained intellectually rather than emotionally. Yet, listen to Paul writing to Thessalonians, where he emphasizes the importance of faith. He simply writes: “For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have died.”  Another time, while writing to the Corinthians he says: “for we walk by faith and not by sight.” In Jesus’ resurrection, we are confronted by the elements of faith as well as rationalism but it is not by chance that Jesus said: “blessed are those who have not seen, and yet have believed,” (John 20:29).  Although His resurrection was verified by the testimony of the hundreds of eyewitnesses, we cannot be counted among them, although we too, are witnesses to His resurrection.  We believe in His resurrection because of our faith and it is through this faith that we are able to see what “no eye can see.” It is by faith that we see resurrected Jesus in the world that surrounds us. It is not reason or the intellect that brought us to believe He is Risen; it is our faith. Since the first Easter Sunday, “Christ’s Resurrection” became the central message of the Gospel and the object of our faith. 
3. Our lives were changed because of the message of the Gospel. The lives of the countless number of people over the centuries were changed because of their acceptance of the message of the resurrection. As a matter of fact, the world was transformed and the history was written because of Jesus Christ’s resurrection. Yet, when the resurrection took place, the disciples also did not believe at first that Jesus is alive, it was beyond their comprehension, and already then, they, searched for the logical and the reasonable explanation. As we all know, Thomas went so far as to say: “Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in His side, I will not believe.” When Mary returned from the tomb and the encounter with Jesus, the disciples did not believe what she told them, they remained skeptical. We see the same story over and over again, as recorded not only by Matthew, but by Mark, Luke and John. They all wanted and needed evidence. While studying for my “Master of Divinity” in Canada and then the “Doctor of Ministry” degree in US, I was astounded, contrary to what I experienced while in the Seminary in Poland, that in the academia, even in the Divinity school, faith was not important anymore, but the professor’s “academic knowledge” was. No wonder we have so many academics today who do not have a clue what the real life and the real affairs of the world are all about. Most of these academics live in their own, little “utopian” world. In result, what is truly tragic is that they influence more and more young minds, and these minds in turn also have not a clue of what the real life is all about. This unfortunately includes many current as well as the future Church leaders, pastors and academics alike.
4. We need to turn back to faith, to the state of mind where we “believe” rather than rationalize and intellectualize our Christian life. We must exercise our faith without necessity of seeing, touching, smelling, or using any of other senses. After all, we, who were born after “Jesus’ Ascension,” were, and are unable, to participate in the “resurrection” events as they unfolded for the disciples and for the Early Church. All of us, who were born in the “post-resurrection” days, accepted His resurrection solely because of our faith. After all, how can we proclaim His resurrection, how can we proclaim the eternal life and how can we have hope, if we do not believe that Jesus rose from the dead? Do we really need to prove rationally that Jesus is alive? If so, can we still speak about faith if we have proof? Isn’t this a contradiction in terms? How many of you can testify that Jesus is alive, but how many have actually witnessed His resurrection? It is only because of faith that we believe He is alive. It is only because our heart tells us that He is alive, that we believe. Living in today’s secular world resembles the times of the “Early Church,” the environment where people search for the spiritual, for the supernatural, but the Church, as an organized religion, is more and more irrelevant, because of the absence of faith and dependence on the rational, intellectual, scientific approach. Without faith the Church is meaningless. 
5. People today are hungry for something less tangible but more spiritual, for the meaning and purpose of life and these may be found only in the Scriptures, only in the Gospel of the resurrected Christ. The Church today must share these spiritual values rather than remain engulfed in the rationalization of faith. Yes, we must defend our faith and when necessary, we must be the apologists, but we do not need to prove the Scriptures to be the true Word of God, instead we must prove that we are changed because of the Spirit of the living Christ, the Spirit of the resurrected Christ who transformed us. We after all believe simply because Jesus lives in our hearts and controls our lives. As Christians, we must prove to the society that what we believe resides in our heart and not in our mind. We must show them that we believe not because we have a tangible proof, but because the resurrected Christ influences us in every aspect of life, therefore our lives have meaning and purpose. This is what today’s world needs the most. 
6. The English theologian Michael Green, wrote: "Both Catholic and Protestant camps have been heavily infected by the rationalism of the Enlightenment, and our Christianity has been unduly cerebral (hence, its appeal to the educated only). If the Corinthians were inclined to identify the work of the Spirit with the abnormal, we tend to make the opposite mistake and suppose that He can only manifest Himself in moral renewal, spiritual illumination, and through either Bible or sacraments according to our theological reference! This attitude, however, is mere escapism from exposing ourselves to the Spirit’s powerful lift. He remains the spirit of wind and fire; He remains sovereign in the Church and is not to be boxed up in any ecclesiastical compartment." As modern Christians we may be reluctant to admit that there may be more in the supernatural that we are willing to accept, because of our logical and rationalistic approach we have been accustomed to for the past few decades. Others may say that the Bible is the thing of the past and even many Christian scholars question some biblical messages placing them in the category of allegories, hidden messages, or up front not relevant anymore because of the times. The results of these speculations are clearly visible. The attitude of “anything goes,” became so prevalent in the teachings of the Church, that there is no more sin, for everything might be justified in one form or another. I however believe that by accepting such standards, we not only question the validity of the Scriptures but as a modern Church, limit God and reduce Him to God whose actions we may explain in the intellectual but not the supernatural way. In doing so our God has been replaced by the modern version of the “golden calf.” 
7. Let me be brutally frank. Are we so much afraid to surrender to the power of the Holy Spirit that we limit Him and what He can do with us? As a denomination UCC may often shrug off those who focus on the supernatural as those who are conservative and “Charismatics,” yet, in reality the Church must be “Charismatics,” because we all rely on “charis,” (grace) the gift of God’s grace. When we try to rationalize and to prove the existence of supernatural, whether these be God’s gifts or our ability to use them, we in reality turn away from faith and embrace the reason as a source of our knowledge. In the end however, the message of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, cannot be tangibly proven using any of the scientific methods. It requires faith, and only because of this faith, we may with certainty and the assurance accept that we will be “with the Lord forever.” So, as Paul writes to the Corinthians: “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.” (1 Corinthians 15:13-15)
