Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Your deliverance. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. For You have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, You would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.          Psalm 51:1-2, 10-17 
I ask, then, has God rejected His people? God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew, for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. I want you to understand this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not claim to be wiser than you are: a hardening has come upon part of Israel until the full number of the gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “Out of Zion will come the Deliverer; He will banish ungodliness from Jacob.” “And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” As regards the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but as regards election they are beloved for the sake of their ancestors, for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so also, they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that He may be merciful to all.                                                                       Romans 11:1-2a. 25-32
   As you probably heard, everything is bigger in Texas. Two Texans tried to out-brag each other of how big their property is. The first one said: "I guess I have about a thousand acres of land. How big is yours?  

   The other one replied: "I rightly don't know. I get up in my pickup truck in the morning and travel until evening, and I am still on my property."

   The first man stated: "Yelp, I once had a pickup truck like that!"

God Loves You!
1. In 1988 Jim Bakker, the founder of the 1970’s and 80’s popular PTL Club TV ministries, was imprisoned, following a widely publicized scandal, involving sex and fraud. After he was released from the prison, he recalled in an interview, a surprising visit by one of the most prominent North American evangelists of the 20th century. He said that when he was in charge of cleaning restrooms, one of the guards came to him announcing a visit. The journalist who interviewed Bakker wanted to know who the visitor was and interrupting Bakker mentioned the names of some of the well-known evangelists. However, with each name Bakker said: “no,” adding that each one of them was too busy to come and to visit him in prison. He did not explicitly say that it was obvious, nobody wanted to come and visit a disgraced person such as Jim Bakker, but it was pretty obvious that nobody wanted to be associated with him in any way. Finally, when the anxious journalist waited for the name to be revealed, Bakker said: “When I came to the visitation room, I saw Billy Graham who came, embraced me and said: God loves you, Jimmy!”
2. It’s been years since I watched that interview, and I could not help but to recall that only a few years before, when everyone, myself included, condemned this man, I was so eager to point a finger at him because he has so severely damaged Christian ministry, especially the form of ministry that indeed has such tremendous outreach. His “spiritual treachery” as I saw it, delivered such a blow to the Church’s ministry. And yet, nobody, except Billy Graham was bold enough to come and to publicly do what he did. He came, embraced the defrocked man and proclaimed God's love to him. When Billy Graham died in 2018, Jim Bakker recalled once again what a powerful lesson was that visit for him. Indeed, what a powerful lesson this was and is still for all of us. How easy it is to condemn, but how difficult it is to forgive. “Our Father, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
3. The truth is that nobody is perfect, and yet, how easy it is for us to judge others for their actions. As the species, we humans, have a tendency to see ourselves justified to criticize others while we place ourselves on the pedestals of righteousness, while we see others as guilty of “whatever.” We indeed like to throw the proverbial stones: “He who is without sin, let him cast the first stone?” (John 8:7) Jesus words were powerful then, and they are powerful today. Can we, however, see that we are so eager and so willing to judge others but not ourselves? And yet, who among us is without sin? In the same letter, already in chapter 2, Paul writes: Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgment of God?  In the eyes of God, we are all guilty, and we are no different than anybody else. 
4. As Christians, as the members of the Church that represents our Lord and Savior, we must abide by the rules we accepted when we became His representatives and when we accepted Him as our personal Savior, because by accepting Him we accepted His rules as well. We may not like some of them, but the truth is that we cannot change them just to please ourselves. Our society tries to do without God and in doing so have created all sorts of laws and standards by which the society wants to flourish. Yet, the society constantly changes these standards and constantly finds itself at odds with its own laws and standards. We, as Christians, as the Church, cannot do this. We are bound by the much higher standards, the standards established by God and enshrined in His Holy Word. If we do not like it, then we must leave the Church and do not pretend to be the followers of Christ. The Church of Jesus Christ is what His teachings are and not what we would like them to be.
5. One day we will all be judged by God and because He knows us, He knows our hearts and minds, and He knows our thoughts even before we have them, we will not be able to hide anything from Him. What do you think should happen when we pray “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us?” Do we really want God to forgive us the same way as we forgive others? How about what I said many times before: “When we forgive, do we truly forgive, or do we ‘forgive but never forget?’” These are important issues and what Paul writes is extremely important in our daily life. I heard someone say that for what he has done God should have punish him many times before, yet He did not. “Therefore,” he concluded, “God does not care what we do and how we do it.” To those who think that way I can only say this: “One day you will stand before the ultimate judge and you will find that the reason He did not respond then was because He offered you time to repent and to change, but if you did not respond due to your stubbornness and unrepentant heart, it is your fault and you cannot blame God for ultimately rejecting you.”
6. Our society and even the modern Church have broken the connection between what we “believe” and what “we do.” What is the meaning of commitment today? Why is it so that people treat the commitment so lightly? Why is it that even for many Christians commitment does not have any meaning? While listening to a radio talk show I heard someone call and asked: “what should I do, after all everybody does it.” To which the talk show host replied: “No, not everybody does it. My husband does not do it, I do not do it, and many, many people do not do it.” Just because the society seems to accept and promote something, it does not mean this is right and this is what everyone is supposed to do. Not a long time ago if someone pretended to be Napoleon we would lock that person in a state hospital, today, anybody can claim to be anybody, and as the society’s rule, we have to accept this. Will Thomas, a swimmer with a lousy record decides to be called Lia Thomas and compete against women, receiving instantaneous gratification, from 500+ ranking he becomes a reigning champion, because now a “he” calls himself a “she.” When does this madness ends?
7. The Bible teaches that God does not favor anyone over someone else. When He will judge us, He will do it impartially. Our education, our social status, our religious behavior and our material wealth do not and will not have any merit. God treats all of us equally and fairly. No one can say that “he” or “she” is God's favorite. All that counts is whether we are guilty of sin or not. In the final judgment before God, nothing will escape His notice, nothing will be hidden. There will nothing be unrevealed. Everything we have done in secret, every thought we ever had, every sinful desire we have indulged in, every evil word we have spoken or thought, every sin will be revealed. We will not be able to hide because we officially “changed our personality.”  
8. Some may see Paul’s message as the bad news, yet in fact it is very necessary that we know not only “the good” but also the “bad news.” If we do not know that something is wrong, we cannot fix it. I may be repeating myself but the fact is that only after an alcoholic admits that they are alcoholics’, the process of healing may begin. Only after a sinner admits guilt and repents, bringing this guilt to God, that God removes sin and the sinner’s slate is wiped out clean. Yet, the key word here is “repent,” truly “repent.” We live in the world where the society’s view is that of the entitlement. We are however entitled to nothing. Not the name, not the position, not the political or social connections entitle us to anything. Just as we must earn respect, we must earn God’s forgiveness and His forgiveness comes only through the “repenting heart.” “My sacrifice O God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, You will not despise.” (Psalm 51:17) Just because everybody does it, does not cut with God. Just because everybody else says it's O.K., does not mean that everything is O.K. indeed. What is important to know, is that Jesus Christ is able to save us from our sins and that in our life we indeed need Him. “Jesus loves you, Jimmy” - said Billy Graham to Jim Baker, and this was the most powerful assurance this man could receive then where he was. Jesus loves you and me, and He loves this world, but people must to know this and to respond to Him. Then and only then, the slate will be wiped out clean, and people will be able to embark on the most wonderful journey through life.

