Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him; bless His name. For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His faithfulness to all generations.                                                                                                                             Psalm 100
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves His love for us in that: while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:1-8
    A woman had just returned to her home from an evening of church services, when she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valuables and yelled: ‘Stop! Acts 2:38! (“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.”)

   The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had done.

   As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar: ‘Why did you just stand there? All the old lady did was yell a scripture to you.’

   ‘Scripture?’ replied the burglar. ‘She said she had an Ax and Two 38s!’
Peace with God
1. Wherever I look around and observe the actions of modern society I see so much disappointment, so much fear, so much uncertainty and so much unhappiness. People tend to complain about everything and anything. It is quite natural then to ask these important questions: “Do we as humanity enjoy or do we endure our lives?” Do people even know what it means to enjoy life? What indeed bring us joy?” Is it becoming wealthier, having more material possessions, or to be surrounded by friends and family? Is it to be successful in professional and/or social life? Is there a secret that would enable us to rise above difficult circumstances of life and experience joy, regardless of all circumstances? In the Gospel of John 10:10 we hear Jesus say: “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” If that is so, why even so many Christians don’t really enjoy life and see life in a form of a half-empty glass? 
2. I believe that many people today are not happy because of their prevailing perspective on life. They’ve been led to believe that life should be a certain way. They have developed certain expectations concerning what a rewarding life should be. They have expectations concerning their standards of living, their marriage, their children, their career. But the real question is whether these expectations are realistic. Our expectations must be based on the facts and reality, not fantasies. If we have false expectations, these expectations are but illusions only, and consequently, these illusions will always lead to dissatisfaction and disappointment. It is only as we gain God’s perspective on life that our perspective too changes, and so the level of enjoyment in life increase. Paul speaks about our relationship with Christ and the joy that comes from knowing Him. 
3. So many Christians today just sit and wait, but wait for what? To be hit by God over the head with a “2x4” or to be struck by the proverbial “bolt of lightning”? Or perhaps, they are waiting for some miraculous sign? Someone said: “God does not navigate parked cars.” If people stay idle, they do not go anywhere. The point is that God has a purpose for life for all of us, but we must listen to Him and see Him in all the opportunities we encounter. If we are to enjoy life, we must reaffirm our freedom from sin and our fidelity to Christ. After all, He proved “His love for us in that: while we still were sinners, Christ died for us.”
4. We are who we are because of what God has given us. We are the recipients of so many of His blessings and benefits. Paul identifies them as: “faith” and “peace.” “We are justified by faith; we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We have been justified. We got God’s blessing simply because of His grace. We were forgiven, even though we deserved to be punished. We got God’s love, even though we deserved God’s wrath. The fact that Christ would die for us while we were still sinners is a clear illustration of His “Divine Grace.” Jesus didn’t wait for us to clean ourselves up; He did not wait for us to make all things right and to get our act together. His was first to move. While we were shaking our fist at Him, He reached out to us: “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do.”  
5. We all probably, know the story of the hymn “Amazing Grace” by John Newton. If not, here is his story in a capsule: “although John Newton was born into a Christian home, he was orphaned at the age of six and ended up living with a non-Christian relative. To escape the misery of life as an orphan, he ran away and joined the British Navy. Eventually, he deserted and ended up in Africa where he lived a life of sin and debauchery. Eventually things got worse. He ended up with a Portuguese slave trader in whose home he was treated very cruelly. At one point the slave trader’s wife, who hated white men, compelled him to eat off the floor like a dog. He eventually escaped to the coast and was picked up by a ship on the way to England. While on board he stole some rum from the ship’s supply and got so drunk that he fell into the sea and almost drowned. Later in the voyage the ship run into a storm and began to sink. Newton was sent down to man the pumps. He was sure he would drown and was terrified. As he worked, he remembered the Bible verses he had been taught as a child. He began to call out to God, and this was the beginning of his new life. John Newton went on to become a famous preacher in England, and then he wrote the hymn so well known all over the world: 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found;

I was blind, but now I see.
6. We are blessed with God’s Grace. It is only because of this Grace we are blessed with the benefits of a full and joyous life. But we must embrace this life and we must learn to live in peace with others and with ourselves. In Romans 5:1 Paul writes: “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Peace with God means that our struggles are over. Peace with God means that we have surrendered and are now on God’s team. We have peace because we are not fighting against God anymore. Our sins have been forgiven and we can finally relax. In 1953 Rev. Billy Graham wrote a book called “Peace with God.” This book, translated into over 50 languages, and sold millions of copies worldwide, drew from Romans 5:1. In that book Billy Graham addresses the issues of: What After Death? Why Jesus Came? What is Faith? Hope for the Future, and Peace at Last. With confidence and strong faith, he pointed toward the One who is the only dependable source of true peace. In comforting and challenging words, his book explains the human life’s dilemmas and the Divine answers to them. 
7. While writing to the Philippians, Paul also said: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” In other words, Christ’s peace is the peace that in the middle of the storms of life we shouldn’t have, but we have it anyway. It’s because of this peace we may fully trust God even though so much around us seems unsecured and shaking. We cannot explain this peace in a tangible way because only God can offer this kind of peace. Human peace is always flawed and never truly lasting. As humanity, eventually, we always find ways to destroy peaceful coexistence we may enjoy. We do it as the nations, as the races, as the genders, as the religions, and even as the traditions. Regrettably, the only true means for truly lasting peace has been rejected by the modern society, when God and consequently His peace, were rejected by our modern, so-called “enlightened” culture. 
8. The modern society does not want to embrace God and His peace because, embracing God would require people to submit to God’s perspective and to obedience to Him. Humans do not want to be obedient. We are the “naturally born rebels.” We proved this in “Eden,” we proved this at the “Tower of Babel,” we proved this in the “40 years of wilderness experience,” we proved this in twisting God’s Words and embracing only the parts which we like, while rejected these we do not. We proved this in the denominational splits beginning with the schism of the Easter and the Western Christianity, with the “Reformation,” with the “Revival” and with eventual creation of so many different traditions with each and every one claiming to be superior to the others. The list goes on and on. All these happened because of human pride. And yet, how many times speaking about himself and his relationship with Christ based on obedience to Christ, Paul spoke of servitude and humility. What was true for Paul must be also true for every Christian. There are not “ifs,” “buts” or “maybes.”    
9. If we want to enjoy our life, we must focus on Christ and what He has done for us. He has set us free from sin. Once we were slaves to sin, all of us, no exception. Those who listen to Jesus Christ know this. The Scriptures says that we are born with a nature bent on sin of disobedience to God. In the end, however, we sin because that is what we want to do. Christ is the only One who has the power to set us free. But this freedom requires of us to pledge our allegiance to Jesus Christ only; nobody and nothing else. Writing to the Philippians Paul says that we are “saints” but not because we made “the list,” or we gained “the status,” but because Jesus Christ made us His “saints.” He brought a purpose to our life. A saint is someone who has been set apart and chosen by God to be a part of “His eternal family.” He has blessed us with His amazing grace. He has given us His peace. And all of this is just the beginning. There is so much more to come. We were not led to Antigo’s community because of our whims, but because God has placed us here. We are here to do God’s work. God has a purpose for our life here, and He wants us to enjoy this life and all of His blessings. Once again, hear Jesus’ words: “I have come, so they might have an abundant life.”
