Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. Praise befits the upright. Praise the Lord with the lyre; make melody to Him with the harp of ten strings. Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. For the word of the Lord is upright, and all His work is done in faithfulness. He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. By the word of the Lord the heavens were made and all their host by the breath of His mouth. He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; He put the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him, for He spoke, and it came to be He commanded, and it stood firm. The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations. Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom He has chosen as His heritage.                                                       Psalm 33:1-12
I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven on account of His name. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young people, because you have conquered the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young people, because you are strong and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
1 John 2:12-14
At the beginning of the trial the attorney shouted to his opponent "You are a cheat!"

"And you're a liar!" bellowed the opposition.

Banging his gavel loudly, the judge interjected: "Now that both attorneys have been identified for the record, let's get on with the case."  
I Live Therefore I Grow.
 1. When Mark was a young boy, we went for a walk on a beautiful Fall day and since it was late Fall, the streets were covered with the beautiful carpet of the colorful, fallen leaves. Watching the trees losing their foliage, Mark made a striking comment. He said that the trees are “dying.” I explained to him that the trees are not dying but going to sleep and although the leaves are shed by the trees, in the Spring the new ones will grow again. I am not sure whether he understood everything I tried to explain to him, but he understood that the new leaves will grow and once again the trees will be covered with them. Our little conversation made me aware of a very important, very obvious, and yet very often overlooked factor; we, the humans, are in the constant process of growth and just as we’re constantly shedding skin cells, so we’re shedding some of our considerations as we develop the new ones. This is a constant and a never-ending process, known as the process of maturing, the process of growth, a process that remains with us throughout our entire life.
2. The Bible sees the process of growth as a natural one and a part of the spiritual as well as the physical life. As Christians, we continue to mature with every life’s experience, in result of which we grow to better understand the world and our place in it. We cannot remain in a state of a “limbo,” whereas we stop growing. We must grow in the knowledge and understanding of Jesus Christ and His “grace.” This also includes our growth in His likeness. Merely knowing Jesus and even sharing Him with others is not enough. We must grow into a deeper and greater understanding of Him and His love. One of the most remarkable parables Jesus shared with others was the parable of a sower. We all know this parable. The seed sown by a sower fell on different grounds, and either produced plentiful fruit or died. The seed that never germinates, the seed that does not mature and sprout, unable to produce fruit, is worthless.
3. While living in a parsonage in Canada, I planted five pine trees on the property. I cared for these seedlings, watered them, and watched them carefully, but despite all my efforts three of these seedlings never really took on roots and there was nothing I could do to save them. Eventually, I had to pull them out, leaving only the two remaining ones, since they were showing signs of establishing. As I tended them, I one day noticed a fresh, small new green growth on one of them and then on the other. Soon these tiny specs of new growth began to turn into a small, but a new branch. The two of the five trees began the process of growth. 
4. I knew it would take years for these trees to reach their maturity, but I also knew that the tall pine trees as well as the mature maples on the parsonage property were once just as small as the trees I planted. There is however one more observation which seems to be not only interesting but quite fascinating. Even the old trees on the property were still growing, although, because of their size, it was hard to notice the growth, but I could tell, every year, when the spring arrived, a new growth appeared on every single branch of them. These trees were slowly but surely maturing in the process of life. 
5. Let’s hear John’s words again: I am writing to you, because your sins are forgiven on account of His name. I am writing to you because you know Him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you because you have conquered the evil one. I write to you because you know the Father. I write to you, young people, because you are strong and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. This passage is sometimes called: the “Three Stages of Faith” passage. Every one of these stages corresponds to the level of maturity achieved and the level of maturity desired. Every living thing grows and matures in three major stages: childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. Every living being, every living creature, whether a man, an animal or even a plant abides by this biological rule: “immaturity, semi-maturity and full maturity.” In the animal kingdom we talk about a pup, a youngster, and an adult. Consequently, the best time to transplant a tree is in the infancy stage; the best time to shape, to form or to structure any living creature is in the childhood or adolescent stage, while the best time to utilize any living creature is in the adulthood stage. 
6. It does not mean that any of this could not be done at any other stage, but the most natural and the most effective way is to follow the natural biological stages. Unfortunately, as a species, as a society that claims to be modern and sophisticated, we often do not want to follow the biological stages but instead create our own. As our scientific knowledge increased, we embraced the concept of evolutionary changes controlled by the biology but consequently, as the society, we disregarded the biblical concept of evolution through God’s controlled system. Today, because of the whims of some, we even disregard the biological scientific knowledge only to embrace some “quasi-scientific” and “quasi-social” innovative ideologies, in result of which as the humanity we want to control the biology of the human species by creating various forms of human “hybrids.” In the end these ideologies suggest that there are supposedly unlimited numbers of genders, created by some sort of biologically and medically enforced modifications. In result of these preposterous claims, the true biological science become the proverbial “baby thrown out with the bathwater.” However, for anyone who possesses any shred of common sense and intelligence, for anyone who accepts true scientific knowledge, all these premises are but the views of a “crackpot,” infinitely dimwitted and senseless, illogical notions.
7. John writes that our sins: “have been forgiven on account of Jesus’ name.” This in turn indicates that we experience forgiveness of sins and consequently, because we “have known the Father,” we are on the way to grow under His guidance and His control. We are not left alone. Wherever we are in the process of our personal growth, we know that once we were like the children who were taught everything, but the more we learn, the more we know, the more we grow. All three stages of growth signify where we currently are, where we stand, but they also indicate the direction we must take. When we came to this world, we came as babies and even if it is difficult for us sometimes to imagine that we all were once totally dependent on others and vulnerable, the truth is that nobody was born as an adult. The same applies to our spiritual growth. We are still growing, like the trees around the parsonage, but even if certain stages of our spiritual growth did not fall into the best phase of our life, we still are able to grow and to mature today. 
8. John speaks of adolescence, the time characterized by incredible energy. Young people are full of energy, and they look for ways to apply it. Yet, at the same time this energy might be utilized in a positive as much as a negative way. It may serve as the way of learning more about God or to ignore Him. Unfortunately, because of many factors such as a humanistic, woke educational system that is currently so much engaged in all sorts of propaganda, God is the last one the system is concerned with. If John writes to the “young people,” he points exactly to that high energy level young people possess. John says that “the word of God lives in you,” which indicates that he writes to those who still trust God and want to listen to Him. The “Word of God” lives in them because they are eager to learn. When he addresses “the fathers” I believe he refers to all of us, the adults, because we possess the knowledge and the understanding of God. As “adults” we are to be by definition “mature,” and in the spiritual sense we are to be also spiritually mature. This means that we are seasoned, that we went through experiences the children and the young people did not face yet. We often do not want to be the “eternal students,” who do not know what they want and who they want to be, as is the case with so many young people today. It does not mean we do not learn anything anymore or that we already know everything, no, we still keep on growing, but we know what we want to do, where we want to go, and who we are. In reality, the process of growth, the process of learning still goes on but as the process of “maturing” not “sprouting.”  
9. The question John places before us today is a simple one: “Where are you in the process of your spiritual growth?” We know there are these three stages, and everyone is somewhere there, but which one? It is not by chance that John focuses on children, on young people, and on adults, because each one of these groups contributes to the two others. The eagerness of children to learn leads to the enthusiasm of adolescence which in turn leads to adulthood, but the adults also need the eagerness of children as well as the enthusiasm of adolescence. Only in sync with one another we may truly function as a society. Unfortunately, God is not known in our society today and so many people, even the “church folks” are led astray from the Lord and His true Church. The priorities of so many people are so messed up that evil is called good and good is called evil. The sinfulness in life is the norm today, and even many Christians conform to this. As mature Christians we have the knowledge, the understanding and most of all the wisdom given us by God, therefore we may reach out wisely to the world that is embracing without critique life of sin and destruction and we may show them who God truly is and what we as the species truly need: God in our lives, the “family Bible” on every table, and mothers singing “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.” 
