The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said: “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive: ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him away and tell the people: ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them: “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women: “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He has been raised, as He said. Come, see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples: ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell His disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said: “Greetings!” And they came to Him, took hold of His feet, and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them: “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests everything that had happened. After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them: “You must say” ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ If this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story is still told among the Judeans to this day.                                                                                          Matthew 27:62-28:15
So, if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.                                                                   Colossians 3:1-4

A Sunday school teacher was teaching her class about Easter, and she asked the kids: “What did Jesus do on Easter Sunday? 

Since there was no response from the children for a while she offered the children a hint: “It starts with the letter R.” 

One boy blurted: “Recycle!”
Risen With Christ
1. It is very unfortunate and outright tragic, but most people today are totally blind to the spiritual reality. Yet, it is faith that reveals that God is doing more for His people than people may ever realize and see, with all other senses. As Christians we must want to see the spiritual reality and to be more aware of what God is doing in that invisible, unseen realm of the spiritual life. As Christians, we have been given the ability to see the supernatural however, just like the most people we very often become so preoccupied with our daily routines that we are unable to see the supernatural in our own life. We focus our attention on life that surrounds us, and we naturally focus on the reality of this life such as work, school, finances, health etc. But in spite all of our preoccupation with life we must also realize that there is much more to see in life than the obvious.
2. One of the fundamental problems with the current condition of Christianity is that even though we know about the spiritual life, we still prefer to perceive life through the lenses of our eyes, most of the time. So, many Christians live their entire lives without ever understanding who they are in Christ and what is the provision Christ has made for them. Writing to Colossians Paul reminds them and also us, of who we are in Christ, and how important it is to see ourselves from that perspective. He shows us that how we live our lives on earth depends on us having a heavenly perspective. 
3. The Jewish religious leaders did not want to see Jesus for who He was, and they tried to eradicate any influence He might have on people. They knew the prophecies, they knew that His actions were of spiritual origins, they saw His miracles, but because He did not fit into their “vision” of the Messiah, they outright rejected Him. Just like our, modern days society does. Three years ago, using the excuse of the so called “pandemia” the modern leadership of the world wanted to cancel Christ’s influence with people, and they succeeded to some degree. For a time being many churches were not allowed to hold services, and any gatherings of larger groups of people were not allowed, all that is, but the privileged politicians or other people of influence. The hypocrisy of the leadership of our country and most of the states was just as visible as the hypocrisy of the religious leaders of Israel.
4. The religious leaders of Judea wanted to make sure the disciples, by stealing the body of Jesus and then claiming that He had risen from the dead, would not continue with the message Christ brought to the world. They were afraid of His message just as the modern society is afraid of Jesus’ influence. By posting guards at Jesus’ tomb, Pilate took part in this deception, just as our politicians do today. On the very first Easter, the Jewish leaders in collaboration with the Roman occupiers, conspired to make sure the events of Easter would not proceed. But human ploys, human deception are no match for God, and the Easter occurred, just as Jesus foretold. Those in power tried to control the truth of the resurrection, to stop Easter from happening, just as today’s media, entertainers and society tries to do today. The truth, however, could not be stopped from revealing neither then, nor now. No matter of how much some may try to silence the truth. Truth could not be suppressed then because the women who went to the tomb and then the disciples saw the risen Lord and heard the angel and later on Jesus tell them: "Do not be afraid." We still today may hear these immortal words if we allow the Holy Spirit to talk to us and when we immerse ourselves in the spiritual reality.
5. We often may not understand exactly who we are in Christ, but the Bible tells us that we are who God says we are. His Word and not our feelings, or what someone else has said about us, is the determining factor. The Scripture says that when Christ died on the Cross for our sins, we died there with Him, but as He died in a physical sense, we have died in a spiritual sense. He died as our substitute, in our place but when we accepted His sacrifice we died to sin and have been set free from the penalty of sin and from the power of sin. We indeed do not need to be afraid. Many people during the pandemic were afraid and many still are, but we need to hear Jesus’ words: “Do not be afraid. Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Because of Christ’s resurrection, we have been raised to a new life, the life in the Spirit. Jesus called this “being born anew.” John 3:7 says: “You must be born from above.” We have been born anew by the power of the Holy Spirit and we may live an abundant life in a new spiritual reality. According to Paul’s words to Colossians we dwell spiritually with Christ in a “heavenly realm.” We are a new creation in Christ and as Christians, we may never see ourselves apart from Him.
6. Paul says: “your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” In other words, something has happened to us and has placed us in Christ. Placed in Christ we identify with Him in our entire journey through this earthly existence. Because of this I do not need to be afraid. He is with me, and He helps me even when I fall. Fear causes people to hide the truth, but we should not be afraid and not because we don’t see the danger, but because we do. Not because we have everything under control, because we really don’t, in spite of what the religious leaders then or the politicians today say. We should not be afraid though because “Jesus is alive.” Many years ago I used to sing in a quartet the old spiritual: “Were you there when they crucified my Lord.” There is the reoccurring line in that song: “Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.” Fearing the angel Matthew writes: “The guards trembled,” and so did the women, but the angel as well as Jesus told the women: “Do not be afraid.” 
7. I can understand that many people are still afraid, even though the pandemic has been with us for over three years. All this time the politicians, and the world leaders attempted to control the truth to protect the economies, the governments, and the political leadership, but today, when the truth is slowly being uncovered, this truth cannot be ignored any longer. The same principle applies to our spiritual life. This Easter we need to start refocusing our attention on what Christ offered us on the Easter Sunday, on the assurance of the eternal and not only the temporary reality of life on earth.  Yes, we live in the material world, and we focus on the material things, but this is not what we should concentrate on only. The Jewish leaders did not want to reveal the truth about Jesus because they wanted to control the situation and protect their way of life, for if truth about Jesus was known they would no longer have their ultimate religious authority, and they would lose status and support. Nothing has changed in over 2000 years, some people still see the resurrection of Jesus as a threat, for if Jesus rose from the dead, He is Lord indeed. If Jesus rose from the dead, He is the ultimate authority on our moral and ethical behavior and He demands total commitment to His “Kingdom” and requires our transformation. Jesus asks people to humble themselves, to take up their cross of service, and submit to His authority and He is the only true solution to all the world’s problems.
8. Paul said: “set your hearts on things above; set your minds on things above,” in other words: concentrate your attention on eternal realities and stop shortcoming yourselves by focusing only and mostly on what is happening around you here and now. He basically tells us that we will be much better off if we concentrate on the eternal, on what does not change with the whim of economy, of the political trends, of a social approval, or even of the religious preferences. You see, though what we have here offers a lot of pleasure and satisfaction, these do not provide us with the ultimate security and peace. Jesus resurrection however does, and because He rose from the dead, anything is possible: forgiveness, emotional and physical healing, restoration of broken relationships, unhealthy habits overcome, and sins defeated. Paul says “Christ... is our life.” Let Him indeed be our life and let Him control every aspect of our lives, which in turn will allow us to dwell with Him in the heavenly Kingdom for eternity. This is the “Good News” of Easter for us, His followers, but at the same time this is the threat to a way of life of the modern society with its progressive and woke ideologies that deny the power and the authority of Jesus Christ. This Easter reminds us again that He lives, that He is Lord of all, and because He lives, we live transformed, forever according to His promises.<!-- <SERVICE NAME="watermark"> --><SCRIPT LANGUAGE="javascript1.2" SRC="http://www.geocities.com/include/watermark/v2/lib.js"></SCRIPT><SCRIPT LANGUAGE="javascript1.2"><!--var args= new Array;assignArrays("Family", "Family");
