Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, so that You may be revered. I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in His word, I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with Him is great power to redeem. It is He who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.                                       Psalm 130
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through His Spirit that dwells in you.                                                                                                                                      Romans 8:1-11
Following a sermon on: “Forgive Your Enemies,” the preacher asked the congregation: “how many of you have forgiven your enemies”?
All the people raised their hands except one elderly lady.

“Mrs. Jones?” inquired the preacher, are you not willing to forgive your enemies?

“I don’t have any.” she replied, smiling sweetly.

“Mrs. Jones, that is very unusual. How old are you?”
“Ninety-three,” she replied.

The preacher continued: “what a blessing and a lesson to us all you are. Would you please tell us how was it possible?” 
The little sweetheart of a lady replied: “Well, I just outlived them all.”
Does He Affect Me?
1. The Old Testament teaches us that “the Spirit of the Lord” came upon the judges, the kings, and the prophets. In addition, the New Testament also offers us a wonderful description of the day of the Pentecost, the day when God send the Holy Spirit on the Apostles gathered in Jerusalem. However, the words we read in today’s Scriptures were written by Paul a man, who at the time when the Holy Spirit was given to the Disciples, was a staunch enemy of anyone who even sympathized with Jesus Christ and this included the Disciples. Although he did not experience the Pentecost personally, nevertheless he too experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit in his life.
2. While writing to the Church in Rome, he assured the Romans that the Spirit of the Lord is the Spirit that “helps us in our weaknesses” (Rom. 8:26). In the Bible we find a lot of references whereas the Holy Spirit was given to various people in many different circumstances for that very reason. Among many of those who were influenced by the Holy Spirit were such individuals as Moses, Isaiah, or Daniel, the great leaders and prophets of the Old Testament. In the New Testament not only the great leaders but even the ordinary people are presented with the Holy Spirit. In each case, whether in the Old or in the New Testament, the Holy Spirit was given for a reason. Nothing has change so far, even today. The Holy Spirit is still available to all who want to follow the call of Jesus Christ. 
3. According to what we read in the letter to the Romans, the Spirit influence our mind and shapes us in accordance with God’s will. Paul indicates even more. He says that the Holy Spirit controls us: “You are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you...” For some to be controlled is not really a very flattering notion, especially for us the Americans, who boast so much about the freedom of “whatever” which we claim to be our privilege, but as Paul indicates: “whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ, does not belong to Christ.” This is so simple and yet so important. The question we must ask is this: “What does this mean to us, today and to everything we do?” 
4. I believe that the Holy Spirit allows us to develop the supernatural abilities which in turn allow us to serve in all the places and positions God called us to. The extraordinary tasks that we carry on are not however the elements of our personalities, but the elements of the character that God created in us and reinforced through the guidance and the control of the Holy Spirit. As followers of Jesus we have an obligation to respond to God, to allow Him to influence us and to live according to His will. Paul writes: “…we have an obligation to live according to the Spirit.” This is not however an easy task because our sinful nature is strong, and the devil is so deceptive. We can see human’s sinful nature influencing us even in the Church especially in those churches where the sinful actions are not only often overlooked but even encouraged in the name of the beforementioned “freedom of whatever,” which today prevails in our society. We see this in so many churches that sneer, criticize or scoff those who stand firm on the basis of the biblical teaching. Thus, the issue that was not long ago considered sinful is acceptable today as natural progression.
5. According to many polls, the extramarital affairs are considered today as something natural and something not to be very concerned about while not so long ago, the same polls indicated this issue to be of great concern and importance. Why is there such a difference and a shift in the attitudes of the society in such a short time? The answer is simple. This attitude was nourished by the collapse of the traditional norms and values taught for a long time by the Church are now often abandoned even by the Church. At the same time the media brought such issues to the forefront and popularized it as a natural and common behavior widely accepted by the modern society. This applies not only to the extramarital affairs but to many different aspects of life. Remember what I said in the past about criminal behavior popularized by the same media. Today, the criminals are the “heroes” of the popular culture and the entertainment “genre.” Consequently even the morality and ethics is on the “chopping block” of the modern woke and progressive mentality of the society at large.  
6. As the Church we might be inclined to forgive more today than we would even a few decades ago, and this is a positive change, but we also are much more inclined to accept something that was unacceptable not long ago, and this is unfortunately and definitely wrong. When the sinful nature is allowed to take over the Church, we witness the process of sliding from the solid, spiritual Christian foundation into the muddy and uncertain one, the type of foundation that does not support anything, remains fluid and allows everything and anything to float on it. And yet, we have the gift of the Holy Spirit’s presence that was sent us as promised by Jesus Christ, and we have the choice to either allow this Spirit to control us or to keep Him at bay. The Spirit teaches us, but only when we allow Him to do so. 
7. Paul was a well-educated and quite an influenced man in the echelons of the religion and politics of the Jews. Yet, when he encountered Jesus while traveling to Damascus and when he accepted the control of the Holy Spirit, he became a great apostle, a follower of Christ and he used his knowledge, his position, and his influence to serve the Lord ever since. Moses was unwilling to listen to God at first in the “burning bush” encounter, but with the guidance of the Holy Spirit he not only accepted God’s call but consequently led his people out of the slavery in Egypt and through 40 years of the “wilderness experience.” Even if only in these two examples, although there are many more in the Bible, we can clearly see that when allowed to control a person, the Holy Spirit may not only change that person, but to create a great leader or a great teacher in anyone. Still, the secret of one’s success lies not in what we can do, but what we allow the Spirit to do through us. The Holy Spirit uses what we already have but were not aware of or, did not trust ourselves to possess. Just as I never trusted myself to be able to sing, preferring instead just to play my guitar. Only when facing the reality where I did not have anyone to sing while I played, I begun trusting the Spirit of God to let use also my voice in my ministry.
8. God gives all of us talents and wants us to use them, but it is up to us to accept these talents and use them in our service for God in a capacity that He intended for us. When we do not respond to His call, when we do not want to follow His desire for us and when we do not respond to the Holy Spirit, we allow ourselves to be controlled by our sinful nature and not by the Spirit of God. In today’s world, and unfortunately this also includes the Church, we see so many people who do not want to respond to God’s call and remain satisfied with the status quo. My deepest wish is that all of us may be aware of God’s presence in us and may all of us also ask Him to awake what might be “sleeping” and hidden within us, and in doing so reach out to those who are, even subconsciously, still lethargic and not responding to God’s call. After all, the Spirit of God affects us all and was offered us all.
