Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to You and did not cover up my iniquity. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let all the faithful pray to You while You may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. You are my hiding place; You will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.” Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in Him. Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you, righteous. Sing, all you who are upright in heart!                                                                                          Psalm 32
Then they brought to Him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and He cured him, so that the one who had been mute could speak and see. All the crowds were amazed and were saying: “Can this be the Son of David?” But when the Pharisees heard it, they said: “It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this man casts out the demons.” He knew what they were thinking and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how, then, will his kingdom stand? If I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.                                                                                                                                              Matthew 12:22-32
   A mother had been teaching her three-year old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer. For several evenings at bedtime, the little girl would repeat after mom the lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. As mom listened with pride as the young girl carefully articulated each word, right up to the end of the prayer when she said: "And lead us not into temptation but deliver us some E-mail. .Amen.“
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1. The reason I decided to focus on the words of Jesus in today’s reading is simple. Our modern society not only rejects God and His Son, our Savior Jesus, but also regularly mocks Him. Recently, a number of politicians, journalists and entertainers once again publicly mocked Christians and Jesus in the aftermath of the Super Bowl Christin ad and after the shooting at the Michigan State University a couple of weeks ago. Here, in our Gospel reading, Jesus has just performed a miracle, healing a man possessed by the demon. Notice, however, the reaction of the people who witnessed this miracle. Some wondered: Could this be the Messiah? Could this be that he is really the one promised by God? How can he perform such miracles if he is not sent by God, where has his power come from otherwise? While others, namely the Pharisees, whom Jesus threatened because He undermined their status, their interpretation of Scriptures and their political agendas, accused Him of being subordinate of the devil himself and able to cast out demons only because He was possessed by the Beelzebub, the prince of demons. Their reaction is exactly the same as the reaction of so the many of our society. The Pharisees in our text, and those who reject God and teaching of Jesus today, act for the same reason, Jesus unmask their teachings, their agendas, their corruption, and their own moral and spiritual depravation. 
2. Jesus responded is simple but firm. He says that if what they say was truth, than Satan working against himself would not be able to sustain his kingdom because he would fight against the very concept he creates. There is no logical explanation for why would Satan try to destroy himself. Additionally, if Jesus was casting out demons by the power of Satan, then the others, those who did the same (many Pharisees claimed to be able to cast out demons) should also condemned as Satan’s collaborators. When I hear those who call themselves the “progressives” today, I see exactly the same pattern of deception and lies as those accusing Jesus in our text.
3. Continuing His response, Jesus speaks the words, which include a powerful statement: “I tell you, every sin and every blasphemy will be forgiven, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” Many a time in the past I said that we have created categories that classify sins as more or less “deadly.” We still cling to the belief that such sins as: “pride, greed, wrath, envy, lust, gluttony, and sloth,” belong to the category of the mortal sins, but Jesus clearly states that “all sins,” are “deadly” however they are “forgivable” when people repent before God. Speaking against the Holy Spirit, however, will never be forgiven and blaspheming against God and Jesus will also never be forgiven.
4. Consider this. The Pharisees, who mocked Jesus and associated Him with Beelzebub, the prince of darkness, who rejected and mocked His teaching and His miracles, were in danger of not to be forgiven unless they repented. They were dismissing God and His witness, the Holy Sprit whom they know from the Old Testament. Refusing to accept Jesus Christ amounted to rejection of the Holy Spirit and we know that the only way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven is through the acceptance of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice and this cannot happen without the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In the end, no one can accept Jesus as the Savor unless guided by the Holy Spirit and let me be clear, rejecting God, rejecting Jesus Christ, and mocking God and His Son amounts to the “unforgivable sin.”
5. In the Old Testament God witnessed to His people through special revelations and miracles. In the days of Jesus, He became God's witness to the world. Today it is the Holy Spirit through whom God speaks to the human hearts. Whenever people reject God's witnesses they reject salvation and consequently are not forgiven of their sins, no matter how many “empty” offerings they present to God. When people reject the Holy Spirit they are not even convicted of their own sinfulness and spiritual misery. Thus, every time the Holy Spirit is rejected the person who rejects Him moves closer and closer to the eternal condemnation.
6. There is more. The Holy Spirit who controls, corrects, and helps us in daily struggles and who sustains our salvation is the only way by which we may be transformed into the image of God. No matter how “good” we might be in life and in the eyes of others, or how “acceptable” in the view of the society our lives may be. Only with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who is not only Holy but who is also God, we may conform to the standards Paul writes about in his letter to the Ephesians:
· Being honest (4:25)

· Being forgiving (4:26)

· Being caring (4:28)

· Being kind and compassionate (4:32)
7. When we gather together to worship, we expect the Holy Spirit to speak to us through the Scriptures and to move us to respond appropriately with all of our being, however, what Paul calls as "quenching of the Spirit" too often occurs in many churches. When church becomes too much legalistic, when the Spirit is overtaken by the somber, unmoving attitude, when people do not rejoice, do not show gratitude, the Spirit is indeed "quenched." This is a sad state, but in many churches today the Spirit is substituted with exactly that, the human reason, the indifferent attitude, the spiritual solitude, and when these prevail this indicates the beginning of the slide that leads to the spiritual death and consequently to sinning against the Holy Spirit. 
8. The world and often even the Church today, needs to respond to the Holy Spirit’s convictions and needs to accept Christ as a personal Savior. Many “christians” (with a lover case “c”) need to submit to the life-changing power and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the greatest force of change in the world today, but He will not act in our lives without our willingness to cooperate and submit to His guidance. The Pharisees in our reading approached the point in which they disregarded God and wanted to implement their ideology and religious rituals on the people. Our modern society/culture moves in the same direction dismissing God, dismissing the Spirit, and dismissing any need for spiritual change, implementing instead the ideology of the secularism, humanism, socialism/communism as the economic and the political system, fluidity of gender, historical and social revisionism, all in the name of “progress.” As Christians and as the Church, we must not allow this to happen and we must emanate as a beacon of God's Light, sustained by the Holy Spirit in this world of darkness.
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