Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. Happy are those who keep His decrees, who seek Him with their whole heart, who also do no wrong but walk in His ways. You have commanded Your precepts to be kept diligently. O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping Your statutes! Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all Your commandments. I will praise You with an upright heart when I learn Your righteous ordinances. I will observe Your statutes; do not utterly forsake me.                                                                                                                 Psalm 119:1-8

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder,’ and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you: Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.                         Matthew 5:21-37
   A man went to the doctor because he was concerned about his lessening level of energy. He told his doctor that he wasn't able to do all the things around the house that he used to do.

   When the examination was complete, he said, "Now, Doc, I can take it. Tell me in plain English what is wrong with me."

   "Well, in plain English," the doctor replied, "you're just lazy."

   "Okay," said the man. "Now give me the medical term so I can tell my wife."

Whatever Happened to Sin?
1 This part of Matthew’s Gospel is referred to as the “Sermon on the Mount” and as I see it, it is also a message of condemnation of human sinfulness. I often wonder what happened to the word "sin" in a modern English language vocabulary. It might seem as if sin has somehow disappeared from our midst, but the reality is far from that. The reason why this word “sin” has lost its meaning lies in the humanity’s unwillingness to accept own imperfections. Sin inevitably portrays us as being guilty of breaking God’s Laws, even though the modern society disparages God. At the same time the modern society does not like to be called imperfect or in need of correction. In the time of the society’s moral and ethical decay sin has been ignored and downplayed because it has first of all the overtones of indication of our, human dependency on God and the society does not like to be dependent on anyone or anything, God including, and secondly, because it clearly shows that modern society wants a “carte blanche” to do whatever pleases whomever.
2. Sin is alive and well in a modern world, but the world tries to ignore it and calls it “being progressive.” No matter how we will slice it however, the sin exists, and as the Bible tells us, every occurrence of breaking God’s law is sinful. When people break God's law, they will have to answer to Him eventually, but people do not like to think about being accountable to God and try to dismiss it. As a matter of fact people do not like to be accountable to anybody, even themselves, and the rules and laws they created. Yet, when it comes to sin, whether we like it or not, we are accountable to God. No matter what we may call our sinful endeavors: failures, shortcomings, mistakes, we will account for them, even if people try to hide behind ignorance. It is much easier to admit to ignorance than to guilt, but even in the context of the human created laws, ignorance is not a valid defense. We already see this in the sexual perversion introduced to our children in the name of the “acceptance of a different lifestyles.”  
3. The modern society have found a venue to justify own actions by using the tools of revisionism which changes standards of our morality and ethics. What was once considered sinful by the society is no more considered that. It becomes a “choice.” Have you ever wondered why we have rules for underage drinking, smoking, or even driving, but suddenly have no rules for at what age the children decide what gender they want to be? Modern culture says that the times have changed and everything else has to change as well. Ever since I came to this country I have witnessed gradual but certain change in how we view the history, the culture, the tradition, and the words “Lest we forget” are unfortunately visibly dismissed from the equation of the standards of our society. Modern society is like the “proverbial frog” of an “urban legend” that says: if you put a frog in a pot of boiling water it will instantly leap out. But if you put it in a pot filled with pleasantly tepid water and gradually heat it, the frog will remain in the water until it boils to death. Allegedly, the frog is not able to detect the gradual increase in temperature until it's too late. Accepting sin as a norm may make us feel good, but the consequences are dire, we die, physically as well as spiritually.
4. If we do away with God and His laws, there is no more “absolute”, and the rules of the society change according to the ideology of the time. Such change introduced the world to the ideologies of communism, Nazism, the sexual freedom of the 60’s, and currently the destruction of all the moral and ethical norms, including revisionistic biological, social, and historical facts and definitions. The truth became twisted and fluid, no more to be found. The “absolute” was changed and the consequence is simple, the morality changed and became culturally dependent on the current ideology. In the end, there is no absolute, no standards by which things should be judged and may be judged. This reminds me of the way many kids clean their rooms. In cleaning a room everything goes into the closet, under the bed or under the carpet. The room may appear clean, but in reality is far from it, all the filth is just hidden, and pretended it does not exist. 
5. There is a constant, which in spite of all the attempts of the society to disregard it, remains. There is God and He takes sin very seriously. The Bible is clear when it says, "the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). It is also clear when it declares that we all are sinners. Jesus took sin seriously, and our text indicates how powerful and radical His views were. Who in the world would like to cut an own hand or to gauge an own eye? Jesus is not talking about self-mutilation here, but He indicates that sin brings much worse consequences to life that the loss of a limb or an eye would, and that such a horrible act would be easier to swallow than to face the consequences of God's punishment caused by sin. Jesus’ words serve simply as a precaution, a warning that some things carry a price which is too great and indeed not worthy to pay.
6. How seriously do we, modern Christians take sin? By today’s standards the offensive language is not a big deal, no matter how much the language can hurt people. By today’s standards passing judgement on others is no problem, regardless how much such judgment might hurt or even destroy the lives of others. The extramarital affairs Jesus talks about are today a norm, glamorized on TV, in theatres, in the literature and the popular culture. How about lying? The politicians, the journalists, the entertainers mastered the technique of lying and the society does not call them on that, simply accepting their statements often at the “face value.” Just last week our president openly lied in his state of the union address, but overwhelmingly the media ignored his lies. Jesus is very clear; we must deal with sin and deal with it seriously. We cannot hide under the umbrella of ignorance or self-denial. Sin has to serious implications to be left alone, to be ignored, or forgotten. The problem, however, begins when we try to define sin and in the end come up far short with the definition of what sin indeed is. The easiest definition of sin is that any wrongful act constitutes sin, but sin is much more than that. As a matter of fact sin is anything and everything that puts us in the situation when we stand against God. We do sin when we elevate our interpretation of God's Word and try to justify our actions with these interpretations. Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." It is because sin became people’s treasure that the hearts of modern men have become corrupt. 
7. Sin corrupts, perverts, and finally destroys. Paul writes in Romans 6:23 "the wages of sin is death." His words apply not only to the spiritual death but also to the physical one. Jesus offered a radical solution to the problem of sin. Gauging an eye or cutting off the hand sound not only horrific but also extreme, yet how often while fighting the battle with cancer this is exactly what the medical science prescribes. Bombarding the body with the radiation or the "chemo" treatment is nothing short of the destruction of the biological cells, even the ones that are perfectly good, along with the cancerous. Radical surgery also, when parts of our bodies are amputated, leave bodies mutilated, yet in the end the whole body benefits from the procedure. While indeed speaking in radical terms, Jesus was not prescribing the amputation of body parts in order to deal with sin, after all it is not the eye or the hand that causes us to stumble, it is the heart. "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander." Matthew 15:19 What Jesus indeed was saying, is that we must deal with sin radically and with extreme prejudice. 
8. Do we, as the Church, take sin seriously, or do we seriously sin? I invite all of us to confess your sins to God and to commit yourselves to turning away from them. This is what the Bible teaches us, "God have mercy on me a sinner." Some people may say: “but I did not killing anyone, I did not steal, I am did not falsely accusing anyone, I did not even call anyone names.” All these are great, but how about: “I was being angry, selfish, greedy, gossiping?” Haven’t this happened? I cannot help but to remember that it was the Church that created the definitions of “the mortal sin, the white lie, the sin of omission” etc.  We the people, we are the Church, and we must take sin seriously, because God takes sin seriously. We must take sin seriously because it has serious implications on our life. If we are serious about our lives let us follow the words of the 97th psalm: "Let those who love the Lord hate evil."  So, we are sinners after all, but we also have Jesus who died for our sins and if we urn them to Him we have the assurance of His forgiveness.
