Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services but the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
                                                                                                                                    1 Corinthians 12:4-13
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans, and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.                                                                                                                                     Acts 2:1-18
     A married couple in their 60’s were visited by a fairy who offered to grant them a wish. Without hesitation wife says: ‘I’d like to take a trip around the world with my husband.’ 
    Suddenly: “puff,” two tickets for the luxury cruise appear in her hand.  
   The husband however said: “I’m sorry, but I wish my wife to be 30 years younger.” 
   So, once again: “puff,” and the husband becomes 92.     I guess, one needs to think what is wishing for.
WHY PENTECOST?
1. “Pentecost” is not the celebration originated by the Christian Church, for it has been a long celebrated Jewish holy day known as the “Shavuot.” This holy day was celebrated to commemorate God’s giving the “Ten Commandments” to Moses at the Mount Sinai. In the Hebrew Bible this festival is also referred to as “The Feast of Weeks,” “The Feast of Harvest” or “The Day of the First Fruits.” Because it also has been celebrated fifty days after the “Wave Sheaf Offering” (which was a “harvest of barley”) at the Passover time, it became eventually known by its Greek name the “Pentecost” which means “fiftieth.” It was a powerful reminder of God’s provision, faithfulness, and covenant relationship with His people. What we as Christians refer to as the holy day of “Pentecost” also commemorates and important event in Church’s life, since it focuses on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the “Apostles” and it also occurred on the same day which begins “The Feast of Weeks.”  We use the same name “fiftieth” for our holy day as well.  Although these two holidays occur at the same time and are recognized by the same common name, these are not the same festivities, even though in a sense these two still are related. In Christian tradition the “Pentecost” is an important holy day because it is considered to be the celebration of the Church’s “birthday.” According to Luke’s account in the Book of Acts, when the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles it appeared like the “rush of a violent wind” and the “tongues of fire” hovering over their heads. Most of the people, according to the same account, who participated in that event were the pilgrims from many nations of the world. They all came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish holy day of “Shavuot.” What was so unusual about this particular gathering, was that they were all able to understand the Apostle’s speaking in each one’s of their own languages. Luke also concludes his account writing that at the end on the day more than 3000 people where baptized in Jesus Christ’s name, responding to the Apostles’ message. 
2. The miracle at the “Pentecost” is an amazing story but I often wonder: “aren’t we missing something when we hear this story today?” After all, our modern celebrations do not include neither the “violent winds,” nor “the fire,” or the “miraculous” linguistic discourses. Are we therefore not really missing something? Well, how about the people’s “excitement” similar to what has occurred at that first “Christian celebration of Pentecost’s?” Perhaps we should ask another question: “Where is the Holy Spirit in our worship today?” After all, wasn’t the point of the Pentecost for us to receive the Holy Spirit? I personally believe that we have not only received the Holy Spirit when we embraced Jesus, but that He is here among us, and He is also within us, every single time we come to worship Christ. At the same time, however, I also realize that quite often as the Church we sometimes subdue Him with our actions, even if we do not do it on purpose but do it subconsciously. I believe that the Holy Spirit still comes to us today first and foremost through the Scriptures – the divinely-inspired, faith-producing and life-changing “Word of God,” the Holy Bible, and then through all of our actions in response to God’s call. It is after all the Holy Scriptures that over the centuries, all the way back to the day of Moses’ delivery of the “Torah” at Mt. Sinai, connected all God-fearing people with God Himself. The “Holy Bible” as the Old and the New Testaments have been for many centuries being compiled into one cohesive book, while God guided all those who literally wrote them and now it is the Holy Spirit who allows us to understand God’s message. The Scriptures always connected the people of faith directly with God, the “One” who inspired every word written in them and this is still the Holy Spirit who allows us to understand what these words are all about, and what is their message as directed to us today. The Holy Spirit is the one who “interprets” God’s Word to us and it is not a human “wisdom” or a human “ideology,” or even a human “tradition” that allows us to understand the Holy Scriptures. It is only the Holy Spirit.
3. The Holy Spirit was the “One” who inspired the Apostle Peter to speak to the crowd on that day, and the same Holy Spirit is here with us today, helping us to understand the message we still are called to embrace and to share. Those who heard Peter speak on that day may have heard him speak in their own language, just as the countless number of Christians all over the world today may hear God’s message delivered to them in the language they understand. Today, we do not need the miraculous “glossolalia” (the speaking in tongues) because we hear “God’s message” preached to us in our own language by either the people who are native to that language or who have learned it. In the early days of Christianity, the Church did not have that luxury though, because only a handful of people knew the message Jesus Christ taught and they all spoke either Aramaic, or like Luke, the Latin and/or Greek. Today, preaching in the language we all may understand is not a sign of a miracle and most people all over the world may hear God’s message in their own language, even if preached by someone like me, someone who has learned to speak the language. This was not so, however, in the 1st century. Back in 1970’s, when in the Seminary, I came across a story about Hans Egede, the Norwegian missionary to Greenland, who in 1740’s discovered that the Innuits there did not know what bread was neither had a word for it. As he tried to translate the line from the Lord’s Prayer which says: “Give us this day our daily bread” he had to come up with a word the Innuits would understand, so he used the phrase: “the seal meat.” Since then I heard more similar stories from different parts of the world about the missionaries trying to translate the Scriptures into the language the people there spoke, who had to come up with the new vocabulary to help the people to understand the biblical message. In similar fashion, since many cultures although might have had a spoken language, they did not have the written one, the missionaries had even to create the written language and create the fonts. Such was for instance a case with some European languages such as the Russian, Bulgarian or Serbian, where they use the “Cyrillic” alphabet, created by the Greek missionaries Cyril and Methodius, who based their “Cyrillic” fonts on the Greek ones. Today, the latest statistics indicate 4007 languages the Scriptures are translated at least partially translated and this is just another indication of the continuity of the miracle of the Pentecost today, namely the creation of the means of communicating the “Word of God” to the people of different languages.
4. I also firmly believe that the Holy Spirit is always present with us whenever we gather to praise and to worship God. It is not by chance that at the celebration of our Holy Communion, in one of my petitions I use the phrase: “Come Holy Spirit, come, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.” This is the Holy Spirit that allows us to not only gather but to understand and to interpret the Word of God whether through a direct proclamation by preaching or the indirect one in prayer and participation in the worship. If today we are here, I believe this is because the Holy Spirit encouraged us to do so and He also guided us into this gathering with others. Let me illustrate. A few months ago I asked our young people to help in leading the worship service while I am gone, and they used the gifts the Holy Spirit has given them and as the congregation you could worship together. In the same way, on many occasions, Jan was also able to lead the worship service and to deliver the message, while I was gone, and once again, she too was able to do it because of the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given her. Every Sunday our Choir and our organists are able to lead us in the Music Ministry because God has given them their talents and these gifts are the direct results of the Holy Spirit’s influence on all of them. The Holy Spirit is the “One” who not only brings us together, but who also gives us a wide variety of gifts, all for the common good. On the day of the “Pentecost” the Holy Spirit might have been poured out on all those present there, but ever since He remains with us here today too, and guides us in sharing the gifts He has given us. The Holy Spirit is the “One” who brings us together and through His presence Jesus too is present with us when we gather in His name. So, in “my book,” the “Pentecost” and the influence of the Holy Spirit is rather never-ending story in the life of a Christian.
5. If you continue reading the story of the “Pentecost” in Luke’s Book of Acts, in verse 2:38 you will find that when the people asked Peter what they should do, he answered: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The miracle of “Pentecost” continues with every baptism, with every sharing of the “Lord’s Table” and remembering Jesus forgiveness of our sins, and it continues whenever we gather together in the name of Jesus to praise and to worship Him. We may not experience the “extraordinary” aspects of the Pentecost, we might not experience the “speaking in tongues,” (glossolalia) we might not see the “fiery flames,” hovering over our heads, we may not hear the “wind blowing,” but we know that the Holy Spirit is here with us, just as He was there, 2000 years ago, in Jerusalem on that meaningful “first, Christian Pentecost.” As we are here, gathered in the name of Jesus, He too is here with us. We may still hear some Christians say that we need more in terms of the “extraordinary” manifestations, but I believe that whatever we need as we celebrate our “worship service” is based upon who we are as individuals, what our temperament as individuals is, and what is our cultural background. In the end what is important is not “how,” but “what” we believe. According to the biblical message, what we, as God’s creation need, is to be saved and forgiven of our sins, and this happens only when we embrace Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the “One” who saved us by His death on the cross of Calvary. When we embrace Him, He in return fills us with the presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. For me this is what the true meaning of the celebration of the Pentecost is, not the “extraordinary” means or “manifestations,” but: “Whom I have believed.”  
6. I believe that the gifts of the Holy Spirit were offered to us for a very simple but important reason. We are to share the message of Jesus Christ with the world around us, and this message is that He offered us salvation through His death on the cross and through His resurrection on Easter Sunday. Though not all of us were called to be the pastors or the preachers, yet we all are called to become Christ’s “ministers” of the “Gospel.” The various gifts of the Holy Spirit we were granted are God’s way of giving us the ability to do exactly that. Just before leaving His disciples and ascending to Heaven, Jesus told them: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) This power has been “passed on” to us and today we have indeed everything we need to share our faith with others as to what and why we believe, because the Holy Spirit is with us ever since that remarkable day in Jerusalem. Prior to that day, the Holy Spirit would come upon and fill the people chosen by God to fulfill the task He called them to complete, but then the Holy Spirit would return to where He belong. Now, since the “Christian day of Pentecost,” the Holy Spirit remains with us forever and everywhere. As Christ’s Church we received the gifts of the Holy Spirit just as Jesus promised, and now we just need to be brave enough to use them whatever these gifts might be, but not to place them somewhere “safe” and where they never would be touched. Every Sunday as we gather together to praise and worship God we are exposed to our gifts and we use them in our worship. What we also need is to make a full effort to use them in our every day’s life. 
7. The days of a “violent wind” and the “tongues of fire” might be gone, but the presence of the Holy Spirit and His gifts still remain with us. We do not come to the church to experience the rushing wind or the flames floating above our heads as we worship, but instead we come to worship and praise Jesus by remembering the reason for our celebrations and this reason is the “resurrected” Jesus Christ, His gift of salvation to us, and the promise of eternal life in His Kingdom. We are also coming here to keep embracing the Holy Spirit, and to cling to His guidance in our life, both in a physical as well as in a spiritual sense. In His response the Holy Spirit will empower us even more, because He is the only “One” who is able to unite us with one another, and He is also the “One” who keeps us connected to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, the “Holy Trinity,” now and forever. I personally believe that we are still to celebrate the day of the Pentecost because all of the gifts the Holy Spirit introduced to us on that day allow us to keep remembering what Jesus has done and also help us to focus on all of His promises.
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