See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death, and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in His ways, and observing His commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessings, and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying Him, and holding fast to Him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
                                                                                                                                 Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the power forever and ever. Amen.                                                                                                                            1 Peter 5:6-11
A pastor once said to a man in town, “When you were born, your mother brought you to church. When you were married, your wife brought you to church. When you die, your friends will bring you to church. Why not try coming to church on your own sometime?”
THE CHOICE IS YOURS
1. In one of my past researches while working on one of my sermons I came across an interesting, following story, which I might have shared with you in the past, but maybe not: “A rich Texan was buried following his wishes, in his big, convertible Cadillac, he loved to drive. As the car was rolled down into the huge, deep grave, with the corpse at the wheel, a young boy attending the funeral commented: ‘Man, that's living!’” Whoever recorded this story made a comment I also did: “Was this really living? After all this man is dead, and is being placed in the ground to be covered with soil, six feet under, so, is this really ‘living?’” No matter how we may look at the burial, and no matter how important, famous, or rich a person might have been, the burial is not really any indication of “living,” on the contrary, it is all about being “dead.” The man here is “gone!” Period. Just because he was rich and lived an extravagant life, does not mean that his life was success either. As I read this story I could not help but to recall an another, but anecdotal story of an account of the English sci-fi writer’s Herbert G. Wells’ last recorded words. While on a death bed, he supposedly said to one of his friends: “Don’t bother me, can’t you see I’m busy dying?” His words did not sound as something that might be spoken casually, and reminded me that as humans, we very often use expressions similar to what Wells have apparently said, even if maybe using them more often in a context of being “busy living,” rather than dying. As a chaplain and a pastor I witnessed the process where people were dying quite often, but I have never encountered anyone showing such a state of mind as that of H.G. Wells’. Whatever may be said about life today, we all would certainly agree that we indeed live a very “busy, and demanding world.” Notwithstanding my comment though, another question must be asked here, and this might be a quite profound one: “Is your life truly meaningful?”  
2. The Book of Deuteronomy clearly says that if we live “according to God’s will,” we will experience a “meaningful and a full life.” As a matter of fact, one of the recurring themes of the Holy Scriptures involves a “faithful living.” Our society may try to deny the importance of this and may refuse to accept what the Scriptures’ declare, because the “modern,” and often indicated as a “sophisticated man,” considers “The Bible” not to be relevant anymore. Nevertheless, the “Holy Bible” is still the most relevant, powerful and the most important of any the texts ever introduced to the humanity, influencing not only many cultures but also many religions which “use the Scriptural concepts” to create their own. Accordingly, what was true, real, and relevant when it was recorded in the “Bible,” is still relevant today in the realities of even the modern man. Also, Christianity is the fulfilment of Judaism, but many other religions such as Islam, Bahai, Sikhism, Seven Day Adventists, Mormons, and many others, are simply copies of the Christian teaching, immersed in the cultures of the people who created all these religions and twisted to appeal to them. As Christians though, we still have to choose: “life or death,” “existence or extinction” and when we study Jesus’ life and ministry we clearly discover some very interesting facts: although Jesus was very busy, He never lost connection with God, the Father. The Gospels, on many occasions tell us that Jesus would withdraw from His busy schedule, just to spend time in the solitude on prayer. He needed the “spiritual inspiration” to keep His busy timetable alive, and He would get it while talking to God. Today’s modern “time management” experts would argue that embracing a solitude and devote one’s time to prayer neither is now nor ever was, the best way to manage one’s responsibilities, since there is so much more we must achieve in life. Nevertheless, the reality of Jesus’ life proved these to be wrong. Jesus knew that the spiritual connection He has had with God was essential in His ministry. The same principle He embraced, still applies to us since we too need to be spiritually recharged on the regular basis. 
3. For as long as humanity existed, people were always searching for some sort of the “elixir of life,” of some way to be able to remain youthful forever and this human search still continues even today, although, any reasonable person knows that this is impossible, at least in the physical sense. We may have a choice in that matter, but only when it involves the realm of the spiritual life. We have indeed a chance to grasp and to embrace the concept of the “eternal, spiritual life,” the choice is ours. We just have to follow the choice of yet another great man of faith the Old Testament indicates: Joshua. On the eve of entering God’s “Promised Land” and facing the unknown, Joshua boldly proclaimed: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” In today’s reading, Moses too, commanded by God, summoning the Hebrews in Moab tells them: “You must decide and make a choice, which way of life you will follow: ‘with, or without God.’” Apostle Peter will eventually echo Moses’ and Joshuah’s words while writing his Letters: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God.”  Making choices is a part of every day’s life for all of us, and every day we must answer the question as to what we want to choose: “life” or “death”? We may not think is such direct terms, but in reality whatever action we take and the decision we make, we either proclaim Jesus through it, or we don’t. We may struggle to make the right choice, whether it’s the large or small, but all our decisions either embrace God or not.
4. Whenever I could attend the church services of various denominations, I always wanted to see and to explore what their services are like, so, I could get accustom with all these traditions. In one instance, while visiting that particular church, I perused their service bulletin and noticed an announcement in reference to their upcoming “Annual Business Meeting.” There were four points listed in this bulletin describing the voting privileges at that meeting. One of these points boldly stated: “Must be a regular attender for six months prior to the meeting.” I remember silently chuckling as I read this announcement, and recalled something else I have come across of in the past. Somebody’s defined the Church goers while placing them into one of the three groups: “On Sunday morning we see the people who come to church because going to church on Sunday morning is their tradition; on Sunday evening we see those who want to learn more, and they attend the Evening Bible Study; but on the Wednesday Prayer Meeting we see those who are concerned with spreading the Gospel, those who are ‘the cream a ’la cream’ of the Christian life.” A very powerful and a meaningful statement which begs to ask: “Which group do you belong to?” So, what indeed: “‘the busy life’ means?’” “Is attending church service meaningful experience or is it just a casual encounter?” These are important questions, because as Christians we need to know what truly is our relationship and connection with Jesus Christ: “meaningful” or “casual”? 
5. Jesus’ concern for us, His creation is not and it never was a temporary one. As a matter-of-fact Jesus Himself said that He is with us: “until the end of times.” Speaking to the people Moses charged them to make “right choices,” but not in terms of a temporary measure “choices,” but choices that are permanent, made to last forever, regardless of the circumstances they might be confronted with in their life. Since 1971 when I embraced Jesus in my life I tried to make right choices in my life, but I know that I have not always done right by Him, yet I strived and I keep on striving to make the right ones still. I know that following Him is the only right way in life, and I am proud of who I am, even with all my imperfections, because I have experienced God’s guidance in my life more than once. I also know He is with me through the “thick and thin.” This probably is why I am really “sick and tired” when I hear the so called “contemporary, sophisticated” and supposedly “modern spiritual leaders,” including within our denomination, who cling to the “contemporary” definitions of what being a “Christian” today means, rather than embrace what the Scriptures clearly defines as to who we, as Jesus’ followers, are to be. In the “contemporary” attempts to be “inclusive,” the modern church embraces sin as a part of life where sinfulness is a natural and acceptable way of life. Being a Christian as Jesus calls us to be does not mean however to embrace everything we experience and/or we witness as “normal.” Just because someone believes that we should embrace “everyone,” regardless of who they are and what their life style might be does not mean that sin is irrelevant. “Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,” says Moses, and Peter adds: “Resist him, (and by “him” he means the devil) ‘and remain’ steadfast in your faith.” He also adds: “Remember, God cares for you.”
6. Yes, Jesus indeed cares for us and remains with us, but we have to embrace Him and not the “lukewarm and diluted” image of Him as presented by the contemporary “progressive Christianity.” Growing up in my native Poland I proudly considered myself to be a “patriot” and I also felt proud to be a Christian and when I moved to the United States I considered both of this traits as an important part of who I am, and I’ve always been proud of them. Unfortunately, in the last couple of decades I have discovered that for many the so called “progressives” to be a Christian and a patriot is rather a “curse” than “quality.” Today, even within our own denomination being a “conservative Christian” equates to being an “offensive” and “dangerous” individual and even more so as a group. Being a “patriot” is considered to be “regressive” and an “oppressor.” Even the fact that I am a “white male” makes me in the eyes of many of these “progressive Christians” an “enemy” because of who I was born and who I am. Our society continues on the track to perceive the Bible not as the “Word of God” anymore but as a “human interpretation of God’s message,” and the “Scriptures” are being more and more often considered a “hateful speech book,” just as it is already in EU and lately even in Canada. What is so tragic though is that as I see it, this also becomes the direction the “modern, humanistic church” is slowly but surely mowing towards. I however will always firmly on the ground that Jesus is the only “One” who not only cares for others, but who clearly denounces sin and tells us to “sin no more.” Unfortunately, for many “progressives” Jesus’ vision is not what they embrace and they are slowly, even if only in sublime way, but surely, rejecting Him, to embrace instead their own vision of what sin is and what is not. They keep forgetting or prefer to remain blind to see that for Jesus, the most precious and the most important issues were first of all the welfare of all the people and that as His creation all people are more important to Him than anything else and that because of His love for us, He wants us to denounce sin rather than to embrace it. Jesus knew that if the way of one’s life is not based on a moral and spiritual foundation entrenched in the Bible, the society and even the Church will sooner or later collapse. He used the parable of the “house build on the sand,” clearly showing that a house without firm foundation is doomed even if it is embraced by the “spiritual leadership” that does not subscribe to the biblically ethical and moral values.  
7. As Christ’s Church we must make a stand today, and we must play our part by firmly embracing the same Moses, Joshua and said and Peter wrote. In Peter’s times the Church was severely persecuted, and Christians suffered because in worshipping Jesus they embraced Him as their Lord and Savior. Today, Christians are often experiencing the same as the “persecuted Church,” even if in more subtle ways, and not only from the outsiders but often even from within the Church, yet to remain faithful to Jesus, we must not give up, and we must not compromise our faith and our commitment to Him and to the Holy Scriptures. Whatever we experience today must be considered in the light of what the future might bring. No matter what the modern society or even some “spiritual leaders” say, I will not oppose God and His message just to gain “popularity” with some people, and I will not compromise my faith so I might be “acceptable” to others. I want to be “acceptable” only to God. The apostle Peter clearly says that the “devil” is all around us, even if we do not see him, and he is the one who leads us to “sin,” therefore, whoever wants to encourage others to live a sinful life and accept it as a new “normal,” is the instrument of the devil, no matter what that one’s social status or the spiritual position might be. In all the years of my ministry which span over 50 years, at least three countries, and two continents, I have seen people, including some within my own family, who walked away from their faith, and have outright rejected Jesus as their Lord and Savior, consequently opposing God because they embraced the “humanistic, progressive and modern” message of the “tempter,” who planted a question of a doubt in their hearts: “Did God really said that?”
8. No matter what we may face in life, I believe that we still have hope because Jesus promised to “never leave us alone.” We still are surrounded by God’s grace, even if we do not deserve it and sometimes doubt Him. We still have the certainty of salvation though, exactly because of God’s grace and not because of anything we did or achieved. We also are assured that even when we suffer any form of rejection and even persecution, God Himself, in the end, will strengthen us and empower us to “get through.” Just as Peter wrote: ‘for’ “the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you.” The statement: “When we are weak, we are strong” is not a cliché, it is a true and a powerful declaration which applies but only to those who firmly stand on the foundation of Jesus Christ and of the Word of God, not the “human interpretations” of it or the “modern, sophisticated man” ideology. Long time ago I came across “John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer” which, among other, says:   
I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what You will. 
Let me be employed for You, or laid aside for You.
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to Your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious, and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
You are mine and I am Yours. So be it.  Amen.
To this prayer I can only add my own: “Amen!”
