The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. He has established the world; it shall never be moved; Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore.             Psalm 93
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen. After His suffering He presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the Kingdom of God. While staying with them, He ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” He said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So, when they had come together, they asked Him: “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied: “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When He had said this, as they were watching, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. While He was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into Heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into Heaven.”                Acts 1:1-11 
   Two children ordered their mother to stay in bed one Mother’s Day morning. As she lay there looking forward to breakfast in bed, the smell of bacon floated up from the kitchen.
   But after a good long wait, she finally went downstairs to investigate. She found them both sitting at the table eating bacon and eggs.
   “As a surprise for Mother’s Day,” one explained, “we decided to cook our own breakfast.”
THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST
1. In just a few simple words Luke summarizes the reason and the purpose of Jesus’ coming to this world as a human, but yet divine in nature. Luke not only tells us why Jesus had to be born in a human form, but also a reason for why He was born in Bethlehem. As the Son of God and being “one” with God His Father, Jesus came down from Heaven to earth, only to return eventually where He belongs, after fulfilling His purpose for His coming. This purpose was to be crucified, and die on the cross of Calvary, and through His death to redeem us, His creation, and to once again unite us with God, our Creator. Jesus came to restore the original covenant, the one that was established between God and us at the time of our creation. This covenant has been broken, however, and ended because of sin that Adam and Eve succumbed to already then, in the Garden of Eden. Jesus came to sanctify us through His death on the cross and by His subsequent Resurrection on the first Easter Sunday. In His returning to Heaven, in Ascension, following His redemptive act, we may clearly see that the work of salvation has been fully completed, leaving us with nothing else to add to what He has already done. As Luke records, Jesus’ very purpose for coming to earth was our reconciliation and purification from our sins and reunification with God. In His sacrificial death on the cross of Calvary, He secured not only our forgiveness of sins, but He lifted the heavy weight of our sins resting upon our proverbial “shoulders.” Now, with Him ascending to Heaven, we not only witness the fulfilment of the promise given to Adam and Eve by God before they were expelled from the Garden, but we also witness the circle that was broken there, coming to almost a full closure and completion. All that is left is for us, the sinners to see this finalized, is to accept Jesus’ gift and to implicitly embrace Him as our Lord and Savior.  
2. Jesus’ sacrifice was accomplished and completed once and for all and in such a way that it does not need to be recurring or to be supplemented by anything we as humans may add nor anything we should additionally do. Ever since Jesus’ death, His resurrection and His ascension, nothing more is required of us because His redemptive work was fully finalized and the goal of His coming to this world was also fully achieved. If only our society would accept this and embrace Him. We, as His Church know what He did and we are fully aware that Jesus’ blood cleansed us from all sins, whatever they might have been. By embracing Jesus, we are assured of this, and we also know that although we may try to live the life of “holiness,” we are vulnerable and exposed to the sinfulness of the world and sometimes we fail, but because of Jesus even in such moments His forgiveness and restoration is available to us. All that we have to do is to ask for it and He will do so. Jesus will grant us our request if we are genuine in asking. The events of Golgotha and the “empty tomb,” as well as Jesus’ ascension affirms that our sins which nailed Him to that cross have been wiped clean, our “guilty verdict” was set aside, and we were “pardoned” by God Himself. The Gospels clearly say that it is not our Christian life or our works that justify us in the eyes of God, but it is the death and the Resurrection of the Ascended Son of God.  
3. What Jesus has done for us so completely and so well, requires of us, and I use the word “requires” fully consciously, to not only express our gratitude to Him, but to truly enjoy life with whatever it may offer exactly because of His promise to remain with us always and everywhere: “to the very end of the age.” We have this total assurance, because we know that He returned to Heaven after completion of His redemptive mission here on earth. If Jesus did not redeem us through His death and His resurrection, He would not have been able to ascend to Heaven and return to His Father. It is also His Ascension that assures us of the authority He assumed over us when He came to this world as a human and yet divine. Following the experiences of the cross and of the “empty tomb,” He exercised His authority as the “One” whom John described in the prologue to his Gospel as “Logos.” “In the beginning was the Word, (λόγος) and the Word (λόγος) was with God, and the Word (λόγος) was God. He was with God in the beginning.” Returning to where He originally came from, according to the Scriptures, Jesus once again “took the seat at the right hand of His Father.” For the most people today (sitting at the right hand) might not sound very familiar because the meaning of that phrase has lost its pertinence, but traditionally and historically, this phrase always indicated “the right hand” place to be the “royal” seat, or the “most important one” in the “royal court.” Our modern society including the modern Church, however, frets using the royal title such as the “King” and the same applies to the word the “Lord.” Nevertheless, I find this quite amusing considering how much our modern, popular culture fantasizes about marrying a “prince” or a “princess,” and keep revering the royalties, even if only secretly. Here, sitting “at the right hand of the Father” indicates the seat of the ruler, and Jesus is not only the ruler of Heaven and earth, but He is also the ruler of the “Heavenly Kingdom.” His “sitting at the right hand” fully indicates that His holy, redemptive mission has been completed and He is back to where He truly belongs.
4. Even upon His return to Heaven, however, Jesus still expresses His further concerns for us, His creation. As a matter of fact He did not leave us alone and on our own when He ascended to Heaven, as some, especially the “deists” suggest, but He still watches over us, reaches out to us, and helps us when we ask for His help. Apostle Paul writes: “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” which basically indicates that all the authority on earth and in Heaven have been granted to Him. He is indeed the Lord of nature and of the history. He is the Lord of the entire universe both, physically and spiritually. Since Jesus is seated on the throne of power we too must come to Him and to pay our homage to Him, and again I use the word “must” fully conscious of what it means, we “must” obey His commands, not we “would” or we “should.” Sooner or later the world too will realize this and will have to recognize the ultimate reign of Christ, no matter how much this modern world does not want to do so today. As Christians who obey Christ we find that in obeying Him we may do everything we can as long as it needs to or may be done in His name. Furthermore, we do not do it because this is what He requires of us, but because this is what we want to do, out of our gratitude for all we have, and not only for what we received from Him, but for “all” that He has done for us. The be obedient to Him as a concept itself we actually also learn from Jesus Himself, for as Luke writes, while praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, just before His “Passion,” Jesus pleaded with God saying: “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will but Yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)
5. Jesus’ return to Heaven teaches us about our “Atonement,” our reconciliation with God and about the form of the relationship that existed between us and God in Eden finally being fully reinstated. Ever since the day sin entered the human heart, God taught us and guided us, showing us the ways to restore our broken relationship with Him, but we were never able to faithfully follow His commands and His teachings, and we could never truly achieve this and to restore that which has been lost. As a matter of fact, the humanity has always tried to “improve” on God’s teachings and God’s commands, only to fail, every single time. Therefore, God finally had to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to offer us the last chance of reestablishing that which has been lost for so long, the full and true relationship with Him, our God. Jesus had to come and to take care of the plan of salvation because through our arrogance and through our pride we never could achieve this on our own. He came down as the “Son of Man,” but equally as the “Son of God,” only to return to Heaven after His task has been completed, as the “One” who has been from “the beginning.” In everything Jesus has done and through every action He took, He articulated to us what is our place in this world and how important we are to God who created us. He has shown us how significant we are to God, who in His infinity love adopted us as His children, making us His family. It is not by chance that as Jesus Christ’s Church, we refer to ourselves as the “Family of God,” for we are His “redeemed children.”
6. Being one with Christ by the virtue of Him identifying with us, we have His promise of the glorious destiny and we are not merely to be His “subjects” and/or His “servants” the way the humanity defines these two, even if we are indeed His “subjects” and His “servants.” Just as the Apostle Paul wrote: “the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay, and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” (Romans 8:21) Being “adopted” by God demonstrates yet another important lesson for us, the lesson that with Jesus’ triumphant returning home, He made us responsible for what our future actions here on earth are to continually be. He also indicated that finally, our true and eternal home is not here, but it is rather there where He went and where He is seated “at the right hand” of the Father. Because of His Ascension we have this guarantee that we also will be there, in His Heavenly Kingdom, as the part of God’s “Family.” Here and now we only travel through what we refer to as the earthly “life’s journey,” but our final destination is the journey through “eternal life.” We were made the citizens of God’s Kingdom when He adopted us, just as the Apostle Paul indicated in Ephesians 1:5: “He destined us for adoption as His children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of His will.” The Old Testament story of the “Tower of Babel,” shows the human attempt to build the “tower” reaching the “heavens,” but unlike the people of that “Tower” we do not need to build our way to “Heaven” anymore, because we have been offered a free passage there and Jesus Himself secured this “passage” for us, by “Ascending” there.  
7. Today, the world faces many ideologies, many philosophies and almost a countless number of the world religions which promise people the way to “Heaven” through various “man-made” measures, but in the final analysis, in the end, all of them are just the sort of the “contemporary ‘towers of Babel’” leading to nowhere. They are all, unlike the way Jesus provides to us with His own Ascencion to “Heaven,” just the hollow and meaningless attempts. Through His Ascension Jesus not only assured us of His finished, redemptive work, but also indicated that by keeping His positive outlook on life here on earth as we await the day of our “ascension,” of our transition to the “eternal life,” will only help and strengthen us as the members of “His Family.” We also may rest assured that such transition “will take place” when the time will finally arrive. Jesus Christ left us with this assurance that with Him on our side we are able to overcome everything the life “throws at us,” including all the moments of doubts, of falls, and of disobedience. Such moments, if they did not come yet to some, will certainly come eventually, because we live in the midst of the sinful world where the devil is still lurking, and where we as the species are still possessing the “unperfect” nature. We still need Jesus Christ, but with the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we may rest assured that He is still with us, and will remain with us, just as He promised, forever. The Ascension of Jesus Christ also reminds us that we are called to be His witnesses to the power of God who broke the authority of death over life by raising Christ and then “took Him up” to Heavens. As His Church and as His Family, we are responsible today to convey, to share this message with the world that desperately needs Him. This is exactly what in the final analysis I believe, the message of “Jesus Christ’s Ascencion” indicates and teaches today.   
