May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us, that Your way may be known upon earth, Your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere Him.                                                                                                                       Psalm 67
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you: ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I.  And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.  When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said: “Peace be with you.” After He said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”             John 14:27-31a; 20:19-21
   After attending the lecture on the importance of showing appreciation to the important people in life Mike decided to start with his wife, and after work he bought a dozen long-stemmed roses, a box of chocolates, and a pair of earrings. He contemplated surprising his wife showing her how much he appreciated her.
When his wife opened the front door for Mike she burst into tears. As he held the roses, the chocolates, and the gift he asked her: “Sweetheart, what’s wrong?” 
   “It’s been the worst day of my life,” she answered. “First, Johnny tried to flush his diaper down the toilet. Then Kevin melted his plastic airplane in the oven. Then the dishwasher clogged and overflowed all over the kitchen floor. Then Jessica came home from school with a note from the teacher saying that she beat up a boy in her class. And now you came home drunk!”
DO NOT BE AFRAID.
1. It was the evening of the last “Passover” Jesus would celebrate with all of His disciples and foreseeing the future, He attempted to comfort them offering words of assurance: “Let not your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.” Then, shortly thereafter He added: “My peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.” The disciples might not know it yet and they might not be ready for the events that will follow later on that night and the next few days, but Jesus knew what is about to happen and that their world is going to be dramatically changed. Knowing what He knew, it was obvious to Jesus that the disciples will be stricken by fear and will be terrified following His arrest, His trial, and His death on the cross. On that evening  they may have declared: “Even if we have to die, we will never desert you,” but they did not really realized yet that this is exactly what they will do when the reality of Jesus’ “Passion” will unravel. Peter was not the only one who would do it openly while three times that evening he would not only deny of being a part of Jesus’ circle but to even having known who Jesus is. The other  disciples, although they might not have verbally denied Jesus, nevertheless they scattered and hid from the mob and from the religious leaders, fearful to even admit to be in any way associated with Him. Later on, commenting on this, John would clearly and bluntly say: “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said: ‘Peace be with you!’” They were fearful, John writes, and since were terrified they needed to be comforted. Appearing in their midst Jesus does exactly that, He greets them with now famous word of greeting: “Shalom” – “Peace be with you.” He offers them the same peace He first promised on the night of their celebration of the “Passover,” the celebration that will became of what we call today the first “communion,” or the “Lord’s Supper.”
2. On that first day of the week and following Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples obviously were not at all at peace. Just three days ago they experienced the incredibly emotional trauma when they saw their “friend” and their “master,”  their “mentor” and their “teacher,” being arrested, subjected to a “kangaroo court” proceedings in the middle of the night and then summarily and publicly executed. They were numb and rightfully so. They were scared to the proverbial “death.” They thought they may be next, so, locking themselves in that room they hoped that nobody would find them and come in. Nevertheless, Jesus did come. As He stood among them, He said: “Peace be with you!” Considering that the New Testament was written in the “koine” Greek language, it is important to recognize the word “peace” – “shalom” appearing here, as  what it truly meant in this language. The Greek word, (εἰρήνη) eiréné, used here, was generally used in Greek (as well as the Hebrew word “shalom”) to describe the: “peace of mind” which was normally used as a greeting in a sense of a welfare directed to the one this greeting was directed to. “Εἰρήνη” was also used as a form of bidding “farewell.” As the “humanity,” and especially the modern “society,” we may often use the word “peace” in an opposition to “war,” but I always have found ironic of how the modern society also uses this phrase in relation to our, human, search for peace. This irony originated while I was growing up in the communist Poland where alongside with the entire population, we were constantly exposed to the common propaganda slogan, whereas the “fighting for peace” was a common occurrence. Today, living in the United States, I find that we use the same language, the same “metaphor,” and we still speak about “fighting” for peace, even by the so called “spiritual leaders” including of our denomination. Correct me though if I am wrong, but does the word “fight” do not contradict the true meaning of  the word “peace?” The “fight for peace” is certainly is not a “peaceful” concept and definitely does not in any way apply to “peace.” Many politicians today speak of peace, especially the democrats, but beyond the words they do nothing to really make sure the world, if not only our nation, experiences true “peace.” On the contrary, our politicians keep on constantly “stirring the pot” making sure that we, as the people, do not really experience true peace, but remain combative especially when dealing with all the others, who held the different political views. 
3. When I emigrated from Poland in 1982, I quickly realized that the main motivation for most of the people here was making more and more material wealth and acquiring wealth was their main goal. The quest for the affluence was overwhelming, producing a generation of  what have eventually became known as the “yuppie,” (young, urban professionals) generation, the one searching for bigger homes, bigger, faster, and more luxurious cars, and increasingly seeking to become influential in the America’s political and economic landscapes. At the same time this generation became more and more hedonistic, and seeking greater and more “meaningful” life’s pleasures, mainly procured by using “drugs,” mainly “coke.” This “yuppie” generation may have sometimes appeared to be fiscally quite conservative on surface, but it remained politically and sociologically very liberal, just as the “hippie generation” of the 60’s and 70’s that preceded them. In the Gospel of Luke 12:13-21 where Jesus introduces “The Parable of the Rich Fool” He very plainly describes the same attitude as the “yuppie” generation of the ‘80’s and 90’s did, and called them “fools,” for their greedy, self-centered, and self-indulgent egotism and arrogance. If we carefully study the world’s affairs today, we easily will see that what is defined today as “peace” by the secular society, is actually: “a peace of escapism from responsibilities,” the “avoidance of any troubles by refusing to face life’s realities,” or “by denial of the existing problems.” It is also a “peace that is sought through the pleasure, satisfaction, and contentment.” If we honestly look at our modern world today, we will see that this is still the portrayal of the humanity’s vision of “peace.” As we face the grandchildren of the “baby boomers’’” generation, we also may easily discover that they now believe to be the ones who are “entitled” to everything their grandparents and their parents generated, and as the “generation Z,” as they are called today, they believe that they “know” how to change the world and prefer to do it on their own merits. Unfortunately, they do not want to acknowledge that this still does not work, and though they may possess “all they need” as they believe, they certainly do not have “peace” of neither of the “mind” nor of the “heart.” They are still lost and not even trying to figure out who they really are.
4. Today, we all may suffer from not having the “true peace” of minds and hearts and this could be the result of often being lonely, anxious, and maybe even suffering from some sort of a physical condition, being sick, infirm, depressed, or simply worried.  If this is the case, we need to know that there is a cure for this, and this cure is found only in Jesus Christ, in His teachings and in us following His lead. We cannot find peace in the world because the world does not truly know what “peace” is, and most certainly the world cannot achieve peace on its own. Consequently, neither can we. Only if and when we embrace the truth which is found in the promises of Jesus, we will truly achieve “peace” Jesus speaks about when He says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” We will gain His peace but only when we realize that we cannot find peace apart from God. By the way, have you ever considered what Jesus meant when He said in Matthew 11:28: “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest?” For me His words indicate that we may achieve true peace but only when we come to Him and embrace Him while at the same time place all our struggles at “His feet.” When Jesus offered the disciples His peace, He changed everything they have experienced until then and all that which they emotionally felt. He granted them peace by taking away their fears and their sorrows. They believed Jesus was dead, and suffering as a victim of the priests, of the Pharisees, and of the Romans, and since they saw Him hanging there on this cross their fears seemed to be reasonably natural. I would also suggest that perhaps their grief was amplified by the thoughts that whatever Jesus said and taught them, even though all that He preached might have sound good, would however neither be real nor true: “Maybe He was just a well-meaning dreamer. Maybe we were just too naïve to believe Him.” So, to alleviate their fears, their doubts, and their uncertainties, they needed to hear Him say exactly that: “Peace be with you!”
5. We know that Jesus was not  a dreamer. We know that Jesus was and He still really is the Messiah. By appearing to the disciples, He brought them the true “peace of mind.” Those who mocked Him just a few days ago saying: “He saved others, but He cannot save Himself,” were totally wrong and they missed the proverbial “barn door” by an equally proverbial “mile.” Jesus might not have save Himself then, while nailed to that cross, for He needed to become a “blameless sacrifice,” but His Father did it for Him in three days’ time, and this means now that Jesus is able to save others too! We may sometimes, just like the disciples, act as if Jesus were indeed dead and we get fearful and even sad. We may wonder and maybe even doubt, and maybe even wonder if Jesus is alive, but I am not surprised if or when we do this,  because as the Apostle John writes in the First John 5:19 "the whole world lies under the power of the evil one,” and undeniably living in this world, we too are ”touched” by this “darkness” even if we do not want to, and most certainly we do not embrace it. Such is the reality of life, though. A while ago I came across and interesting “sermon illustration” pertaining to Martin Luther, which I saw to be appropriately highlighting the point I’m trying to make here: “The stress of seeing the backlash against the Gospel coming from Rome got to Luther at some point. Apparently, he naively expected that the message of Jesus completely paying for our sins on the cross and freeing us from the fear of death and hell would be such radically joyful that it would overwhelm the teachings of the medieval church. But, when the backlash and the threats came; when the radical fanatics and then the peasant’s war erupted, Luther got really depressed. One day, while he was being crabby, his wife, Katie, came down the stairs dressed all in black, as if going to a funeral. Martin asked her why, and she answered: “Because Jesus is dead.” “Stop talking nonsense” - Luther rebuked her, but Katie said: “Then why are you acting as if Jesus is dead?” It is said that Luther snapped out of his crabbiness and moping.”
6. The disciples needed courage to face what lay ahead and Jesus delivered it to them with His simple word: “Εἰρήνη” - “Peace be with you.” Then He also added:  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” They needed confidence and Jesus not only encouraged them but have given them their confidence back. Following their encounter with Him, they were ready and able to carry the message of the Gospel to the entire world, even though, with the exception of one, they all would die as martyrs in Jesus’ service. According to the tradition and the history, Peter died as a martyr and was crucified in Rome by the emperor Nero; James, the brother of John was beheaded by king Herod; Andrew was crucified in Patras, Greece; James, the son of Alpheaus apparently was stoned to death by the Jews in Syria in 44 AD; Philip was both, stoned and then crucified in Hierapolis, Phrygia; Nathaniel was beaten, crucified, and beheaded in Albinopolis, Armenia; Matthew, who brought the gospel to Ethiopia and Egypt was killed with a spear by the king Hircanus of Egypt; Thomas was apparently also killed by a spear but in India where he travelled to established the Church; Simon apparently went to England where he ended up being crucified in 74 AD.; Judas, the son of James was clubbed to death for his faith in 66 AD in Armenia; and Matthias, the one who has replaced Judas Iscariot, was stoned and beheaded in Jerusalem. Only John has died of natural causes around 100 AD, and probably in Ephesus, following his exile to the island of Patmos.
7. There still isn’t much peace in the world today, although there is so much “talk” about “peace” and its importance, but as always the world searches for “peace” in all the wrong places and with all the wrong tools. It still is so obvious that “true peace” cannot be found and much less achieved through human efforts. No “man-made” philosophy, ideology, political system or culture and tradition could ever bring the  true “peace” to the world before, and neither can now nor the future. Only by knowing God and accepting and embracing Jesus Christ as the only one and true “provider of peace,” the world may finally know the true nature of peace and to experience it. I do not care what our “humanistic” intellectuals, scholars, the politicians, the entertainers and even the “spiritual leaders” say, without Jesus Christ there is no chance for peace and true peace will never be achieved on human terms and by the human’s behests. Those who do not have peace with God, and/or the “peace of God,” will not even be able to achieve a personal peace, much less to introduce even the fraction of the true peace to anyone or to the world. Our world heavily relies on two basic presumptions: One, “there is no God” and second, “we do not need God.” What we do have instead is: “hate,” the blatant and perverse hate against anyone who dares to hold an opposite view, no matter what this view might be. Moreover, this hatred has also encompassed humanity and the world’s view which not only tries to ignore God but openly “hates Him.” We can clearly see this in what is being said almost every day about God and not only in the mainstream media, but by the politicians and by the liberal intellectuals, especially all the “progressive” ones, who would embrace anything and anyone rather than Jesus Christ. Back in my native Poland while under the communist “rule” we coined a phrase describing  such people: “They would embrace God and the devil at the same time, just to take the advantage of them both.” Today, I see exactly the same happening here, in our country, when I observe most of our political, cultural, and even the spiritual leaders of the modern United States of America acting.
8. In the end, after all is being said, the only true and viable peace may be found in God and more specifically in Jesus Christ, our Savior, the “One” who first loved us and offered us His “peace.” Unfortunately, as a modern society, the humanity rejected His “peace” and instead, continually tries to implement the “world’s concept of it,” which as the history has proven over and over again does not work. Jesus tells us what He told His disciples: “Peace I give it to you. Take it and implement it.” Apostle Paul would later write to the Philippians 4:7: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” The peace of God is ours, but we also have the responsibility to live it and to nurture it. We cannot just pretend that this “peace” exists and we do not have to embrace it as a part of who we are and what our life is to be. Jesus’ peace has been given to us, but if we do not implement this peace in life, it will remain as a gift we once received but, placing it on the shelf, never even opened it, and much less used it. As the Church of Jesus Christ, as His “family,” we have an obligation to make sure that His peace affect us all and in a practical way, not only as a “theoretical,” “hypothetical” exercise. Jesus’ peace is true and real, but we have to embrace it, just as He said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid,” adding: “You believe in God; believe also in me.” 
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