I love the Lord, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy. Because He turned His ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I live. The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was overcome by distress and sorrow. Then I called on the name of the Lord: “Lord, save me!” What shall I return to the Lord for all His goodness to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His faithful servants. Truly I am Your servant, Lord; I serve You just as my mother did; You have freed me from my chains. I will sacrifice a thank offering to You and call on the name of the Lord. I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the house of the Lord in your midst, Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.                                                         Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the One that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. There are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three agree. If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that He has testified to His Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made Him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.                                                                  1 John 5:6-12
The story of is told of a girl who regretted breaking her engagement and wrote this letter:
“Dearest Tommy, 
No words could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our engagement. Please say you’ll take me back. No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please forgive me. I love you, I love you, I love you! I love you!”
Yours forever,
Marie
PS: And congratulations on winning the state lottery.
I BELIEVE IN LIFE EVERLASTING!
1. Many years ago, while still living in Canada, I came across a sermon delivered by Dr. John Gladstone, a pastor of one of the prominent Baptist churches in Toronto, Ontario. In his message he said: “I believe in life everlasting! Why? Because I believe in God who gives us life through His Son Jesus Christ.” This might have been a simple but a very true, yet at the same time a very profound statement considering it was made around 1990 or 1991, in what I see as the turning point in our modern society’s trend to reject God, Jesus Christ our Savior and the Judeo-Christian values, on which the western civilization has been founded.  Dr. Gladstone’s statement did not leave any doubt in his mind that Jesus Christ is the central reality of life of a believer and that every “Christian” must see Jesus as the giver of life, and not only here on earth, but most importantly in the eternity. If we look up the word “everlasting” in the “Webster’s Dictionary” we’ll find the following definition: “As an adjective the word ‘everlasting’ means: ‘lasting forever, eternal,’ and as a noun it means: ‘eternity’.” I also know that the name “everlasting” is given to certain flowers which blossoms keep the vibrant colors of a live flower even when the flower is actually cut and even dried. When I was a kid, back in the old country, we used to make little bouquets of flowers using several types of these “everlasting” flowers, and kept them as the colorful house decorations for the wintery days. 
2. “God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son,” John writes in his letter, but our modern secular society does not regard these words anymore as neither important nor as even meaningful in any way. Unfortunately, for all those who reject God and His promises, the reality of their choice will sooner or later strike, and they will eventually, as the individuals and as the society, face the reality of rejecting God and Jesus as their Savior. Our human life here on earth is very limited and eventually will come to an end to us all, but for those who embraced Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, the eternal life will begin as they will enter into His Kingdom, while all those who rejected Jesus will face the eternal condemnation. Now, I am not going to paint the picture of what this “eternal condemnation” might be like, but what I know is that it will mean a complete separation from God and the most unpleasant experience as humans we might imagine. According to every statistic and to every sociological study and evaluation, while being alive here on earth, no matter how we look at life, whether we accept Jesus as our Savior or whether we remain skeptical and do not believe in God and Jesus as the Savior, our mortality rate is 100%, and no member of the human race may escape this reality. !00% mortality rate also pertains to everything that is alive since sooner or later, even if this might take hundreds or thousands of years,  everything will die, including the fauna and the flora. Only the humanity, however, is intended for the eternal life, considering they embrace Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior.
3. The modern, so-called “sophisticated and enlightened” man often pretends to be “indifferent” to death, indicating that what happens after we die is quite irrelevant and consequently does not want to consider of what happens after we die. In the same way the “modern men” prefer to remain casual about God and indifferent towards Him. The image of the “modern man” is often one of the “sophisticated, enlightened and fearless” of death and embracing a statement: “There is only one life, so let’s live it.” Unfortunately, in most cases such a notion is just a “pipe dream,” because when the reality strikes and the “sophisticated, modern and enlightened man” faces death, he suddenly begins to search for some sort of comfort and often seeking it from some “spiritual mentor.” As a chaplain working with “death and dying,” over all the years of my ministry, I experienced this reality more than once. It is true, many, if not the most people today do not want to focus or to talk about death and dying, and in our western civilization the theme of “death and dying” has become some sort of a “taboo” topic, because generally, people are afraid of dying. We touch upon this theme and discuss it only when death of “someone” is approaching and imminent and when the end of someone’s life is in sight. Today, most people prefer to say: “I don’t want to think or to talk about it!” or: “I am too young to think about death and dying.” Even more of them believe in being “invincible,” and “daring,” but at the same time many of the same people, when left alone at home, try to late at night silence their fears of death and they seek to escape from that reality in some form of substance abuse, be it an alcohol, or drugs, which also disconnects them from the reality and make them feel “high.” They do not want to think about death, even though they actually fear it, and through whatever they do, they try to escape that reality, but to no avail!
4. The fear of death is not something uncommon, in reality it affects everyone, but for some it becomes a burden while for others it is just the natural occurrence they see it as a gateway or the threshold between what they know and experience here now and what they expect to happen when death arrives. You see, death might not be a goal for anyone, but for those who believe in the “life everlasting” this is the reality they peacefully accept when the end of life here on earth approaches them. Many of you heard me share the words of Victor Hugo who said: “When I go down to the grave I can say, like so many others: I have finished my work, but I cannot say I have finished my life. My day’s work will begin the next morning. My tomb is not a blind alley. It is a thoroughfare. It closes at the twilight and open at the dawn.” His words indicate a tremendous faith of someone who trusts God, someone who trusts Jesus Christ. I also cannot help but to remember here the words of the great preacher, Dwight L. Moody who while talking to a group of his friends once said: “Some morning you will read in the papers that D.L. Moody is dead. Don’t believe a word of it!  At that moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I was born of the flesh in 1837, but I was born of the spirit in 1856. That which is born of the flesh may die: That which is born of the spirit shall live forever.” What wonderful testimonies of the two men for whom death was truly a gateway to the everlasting life, not the end of it. 
5. In 1979 Dr. Raymond Moody M.D., published a book: “Life after life” opening the door to many similar publications which followed careful studies on that subject offered by various psychologists, physicians, and counselors, the ones who focused on the issue of being pulled back from what the medical science calls: “the clinical death.” All these studies prove that as the species we have been really always interested in the matters of death and dying, even though a popular notion of our modern society might be that we are not. If we move back a two or three centuries to the “pre-Enlightenment” times, the society of that era was not afraid to talk about death and dying. For these people the theme of death and dying was unlike today, a natural part of the life process, openly and commonly shared. Today, the “enlightened, modern” people remain skeptical about life after death and prefer the notion: “We don’t really know anything about life after death,” seeing it as the only true and valid one. My suspicion however is that they do so only because they’re afraid of death. Yes, we might not have any tangible proofs about life after death which would fit the definition of the “scientific proof,” but this does not mean “life after death” is not real. After all, we also do not have any truly tangible “scientific proofs” indicating for instance that Shakespeare’s poetry is better than the poetry of “uncle” Jim. We do not have any “tangible” scientific proofs as to of what is love, or that we indeed love our parents, our spouses, or our children. Yes, we may shower them with gifts trying to prove how much we love them, and the gifts might be the tangible expressions of our love, but they do not prove that we love them, simply because love also cannot be scientifically defined. These gifts simply signify that for some reasons we care for these people. Simply speaking, as an emotion, love is not “tangible” in any form or sense, and it cannot be “tangibly” defined. Now, let me simply ask this: can anyone prove that Rembrandt is a greater painter than Modigliani or that Mozart is a greater composer than Chopin? It is all the matter of perspective, of taste, and of the degree of appreciation of beauty and what beauty really is in one’s eyes, and so is faith. 
6. The truth is that “we know” when we love someone and it comes to us through the instinctive, intuitive, extrasensory ways, through our feelings and senses which cannot be “rationally” defined. It “comes through” as a natural emotion in the same way as our faith comes through as a part of our spiritual nature and assures us of God’s presence in our lives. We “know of it,” but we cannot prove it. We all have heard the statement: “The beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” Our views, our opinions and tastes cannot be subjectively expressed, and they never did or will. What is beautiful for one might not be beautiful for the other. In the times of the “Baroque” era, the beauty was defined by the overwhelming splendor which we can see in the “Baroque” style of the decorating of not only of churches inside and out, but also of so many secular structures of that era. Today, in our, modern times, the beauty is defined by simplicity and clarity of the architectural structures, not the overwhelm decorations. Just because our society today does not want to embrace God and His promises including the notion of “the life everlasting,” does not mean that this contemporary notion will last forever. Just as the history changes, the tastes of the society change too, and the realities of life of the late 20th and early 21st centuries will eventually change as well. In the 19th and the early 20th centuries, lobster was considered the “poor men’s” food and often served in the prisons. Tons of lobsters were used a soil fertilizer and spread on the fields, while today lobster is considered a delicacy worth the “top dollars.” Blasé Pascal, a 17th century French mathematician, physicist, and philosopher said: “The heart has its reasons which the reason does not know.” Our “knowledge” of “the life everlasting” begins not with the moment of our death, but with “who” and “what” we believe while still alive and is found in this simple statement: “He who has the Son, has life.”
7. The Bible assures us that we can trust the love of God. The Apostle Paul writes to the Church in Rome: “Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The ultimate test of his statement being true came through the “Cross of Golgotha.” On that cross, the sin and death claimed the life of Jesus, but consequently, because He was raised from the dead by the glorious power of God the Father, we can, ever since say: “He is risen.” Not “He was risen,” but: “He is risen!” The physical death affects us all, but we have the assurance from God that it does not affect Him. He knows that He has provided for every situation we encounter in life including death, and He promised us the eternal life in His Kingdom. Knowing God in Christ we may be sure of this and as we read the Bible we find there not only God’s love and God’s wisdom, but we also find God there, well and alive, caring for us, His creation. Some still may argue: “But what can you tell us about the nature of the life everlasting? Where is Heaven? What about the bodily resurrection? What about our personalities after death?” These are real and valid questions, and the Bible does not give us the straightforward answers to them, but through our “faith” we find the true answers to all of them, but to do so we must have that what “Mr. Spock” of the Star Trek fame used to say: “the point of reference.” This simply means that we must embrace the message God has given to us through the events of the “Calvary” and of “the empty tomb.”
8.  “I believe in the life everlasting,” it is the gift of God, and I believe what the Apostle John says: “He who has the son has life,” because through my faith I trust and I believe God and of His Word. A few Christmases ago, while researching for one of my sermons I came across a story which I might have already shared with you then, but I still find it worth sharing once again: “It was a Christmas Eve and a clerk at the ‘Post Office’ received a letter addressed to Santa Claus. ‘Dear Santa: We are very sad at our house this year, and I don’t want you to bring me anything. My little brother went to Heaven last week, and all I want you to do when you come to my house is to take his toys to him. I’ll have them in the corner by the chimney, his hobby horse and train and everything. You see, he’ll be lost up there without them, especially his horse. So, you must take them to him, and you needn’t mind leaving me anything. But if you could give daddy something that would make him stop crying, I wish you would. I heard him say to mommy that only eternity could cure him. Could you send him some of that? And I will be your good little girl. Miriam.’ The letter was written by his own daughter.”  We all could do with the gift of eternity, and it can be ours, even now, because the “life everlasting” begins not when we die, but when we believe that: “He who has the Son has life, and he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”
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