One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and the Satan also came among them. The LORD said to the Satan:  “Where have you come from?” The Satan: answered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth and from walking up and down on it.” The LORD said to the Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.”  Then the Satan answered the LORD: “Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have you not put a fence around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  But stretch out Your hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse You to Your face.”  The LORD said to the Satan: “Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand against him!” So, the Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.                                                                           Job 1:6-12a
Blessed be God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great mercy He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen Him, you love Him, and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.                                              1 Peter 1:3-9
Ten Commandments are listed in Exodus 20, but it can be a challenge even for many adults today to locate them. One Sunday School, however, was completely surprised when asking the five-years olds about where to find the Ten Commandments. After a few moments of blank stares she asked again: “Can anybody tell me where to find the Ten Commandments?” Finally, a little boy offered his answer: “Have you try to look them up in the Yellow Pages?
LIVING HOPE
1. A few moments ago, as a part of our worship we sung this beautiful hymn: “He Lives” which says: “I serve a risen Savior! He’s in my world today. I know that He is living, whatever men may say.” We may sing this hymn because we believe this to be true, but we live in the world that rejected God, rejected Christ, and ridicules the notion of Jesus’ resurrection as intangible. In reality, this is nothing new though, since the history has proven over and over again that rejecting God was always a part of the philosophy of many people, especially those who perceive themselves as the “enlightened.” The same history, however, also coined a statement saying that “little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” One of the men who coined this statement was the English politician and philosopher of the 17th century, Sir Francis Bacon who said: “A little philosophy inclines man’s mind to atheism; but depth in philosophy brings men’s minds about to religion.” I might not possess the knowledge and the wisdom of the great philosophers of the past or I may not compare myself to the great “men of faith,” but I possess enough knowledge to know and to admit that “My Savior Lives.” As I see it, being a Christian is not a philosophical exercise, it is who I am as a man, and what I am proud of as a man. For me Jesus is alive because He lives in my heart. The reasons for my faith in the risen Christ might not be because of the tangible experiences perceived by the “physical senses such as smell, touch or sight,” but it is because of all the experiences of my life where I felt and have seen His guidance in all, the good as well as in all the bad times. If I know that Jesus Christ lives, it is quite simply because He lives within my heart! 
2. As a student of the history and the philosophy, I have come across many various and different interpretations of the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection as found in the Scriptures, and I have also heard many sceptics who would find countless numbers of the logical reasons not to believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus, however, all these “sceptics” were and still are missing the proverbial “boat.” They fail to realize that the events of the past, whatever it might be, may be measured today only by either the witness who participated in these events, or through the “written or oral” accounts of them. Since we do not have a “time machine” which would allow us to transport into the past, we cannot “witness” the history and we have to accept the history as it has been told and recorded by others. We may see the results of the events that now are only a “history,” but cannot participate in them, and this is also the case of Jesus’ resurrection. I for instance did not witness of the horrors of War World II or the atrocities committed by the Nazis and the communists, their cronies, but I have seen the results of the horrors they created while I visited the places as Auschwitz or as I saw the ruins of the destroyed cities, and the graves of those murdered by these inhuman regimes. Just because I wasn’t there and did not see them with my own eyes, does not mean these horrors did not happen, although many of our contemporaries vehemently deny them. In my life time I was involved in many of the historical researches and while doing so I have noticed that the further we are removed from the times of these historical events of the past, the more, as the species, we keep forgetting about them or we simply distort them. Maybe this is the reason why today so many people deny the historical events, and this obviously includes Jesus’ resurrection.  
3. When Peter wrote his letter, he addresses the major issue many Christian faced and needed to understand. He says that what is found in the message of the resurrection of Jesus is “hope.” Hope for the everlasting life. Jesus’ resurrection is unique and not only because it requires our faith, but first of all it makes people realize that being dedicated to Jesus in everyday’s life is of the utmost importance. Christians are to live for Christ, not for the sake of the following the rules and the regulations of the religion, even the Christian one, but because the resurrected Christ is alive and His influence on us and our way of life involves all of our “day-to-day” activities. Peter writes that Christians may have a great hope, security, and assurance in life, exactly because of the resurrection of Jesus, and because our faith rests on Jesus’ resurrection. Apostle Paul will eventually write that without Jesus’ resurrection our faith is meaningless and only a wishful thinking. The resurrection is therefore the cornerstone of our faith. Without Jesus’ resurrection we would not have been forgiven and most certainly would not reestablish the broken relationship with God, which was destroyed by Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden. Without Jesus’  resurrection, the whole “exercise” of Jesus being born and subsequently die on the cross of Calvary would have indeed be meaningless. I came once across a statement that said: “Without the resurrection of Jesus we would experience the ‘Passover at Exodus,’ but would never reach the ‘Promised Land.’” Without the resurrection of Jesus there is no eternal life, there is no hope, there is no security, and there is no assurance for life neither here and now, nor for the eternity either.
4. “Because He lives,” we may rest assured that we too will live and our hope is not found in a “dead” martyr, but in a “Living Savior.” Our hope is not based on a posturing, a rumor, or a sentiment, but on the assurance that Jesus is alive. We have the “Living Hope,” and this is hope which allows us to look into the future without fear and without doubts. Unlike so many other people and most certainly unlike all of those who follow all of the other religions of the world, we have the certainty of the assurance, while they have a “wishful thinking.” We may experience the days of regret, the days when we feel as everything moves in a wrong direction, but even in all of these moments when we feel “down,” and depressed, we still have hope, hope that comes from the assurance that when Jesus died for the sins of the world, He died for our sins as well. His sacrifice was accepted by God and restored the relationship we have last so long ago. The promise of the eternal life is the promise that makes our spiritual life alive and well. In John 11:25 Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.” And then, in 14:19 He added: “Because I live, you also will live.” His promise still stands and will never cease, for this is His promise to us, His followers. This is His promise of the “Promised Land” for us. I also am certain that as surely as God kept His promise to the Hebrews, Jesus will keep His promise to us equally true. What Peter writes says even more, He assures us that we are shielded by God’s power until He will call us home, the place where the power of “darkness” and the power of the devil, has no more any authority over us. 
5. I actually find it sad and sorry when I see people doubting and rejecting God, but I cringe even more when I see Christians from many different churches exhibiting a similar sort of uncertainty and even doubts. Yes, the life circumstances may lead us to become depressed and truly feel being “down” sometimes, but even in all these circumstances we need, and perhaps even more so, to trust God and not to give up. We need to keep hope, because God does not abandon us and does not give up on us, no matter what the circumstances in life may encroach upon, or the life may throw at us. It has been exactly 45 years ago since I left my native Poland traveling to Switzerland to work and to save enough money to pursue a dream of owning a small apartment in my hometown. A “life dream” of anyone who grew up and lived under the thumb of the communist regime. Little did I know that only one year later I will end up emigrating to Canada and will be forced to build a new life there from the proverbial “scratch.” All because of the political upheaval and the realities of my native, communist Poland of the 1980’s. I was devastated and deeply depressed when I moved to Canada, the country where I did not know anybody, the country I did not really speak the language, and where, at the age of 27, I had to start the entirely new life, in a new culture and a new reality. I did not however lose my faith even then, and over the many years since I experienced God’s tremendous blessings in my life. Today, 45 years later I have a family, with two successful, professional sons and a grandson, born here; I have reached retirement age, and for over 40 years was able to continue being engaged in the ministry I love, and dedicated my life to, even before I moved across the ocean from my native Poland. This is the fulfillment of the promise of the resurrected Christ that He has given me when I accepted Him as my Lord and Savior in 1971. 
6. When our lives are centered on the “Living Hope,” this affects us to the point of influencing the ways we live our lives. Today, I can only affirm that the “happiness” and the “success” in my life were directly connected to the way I embraced the resurrected Jesus and His teachings. I also believe that the same principle applies to all of those who embrace Him as their Lord and Savior. “Happiness” in life is not measured by the temporary achievements or the material possessions, but it is based on the relationship one has with God. I find it amusing that most, if not all of those who define themselves as the “atheists” or who are skeptical of, and who reject God in their lives, are the most miserable people you may ever meet. Their glass is not only always half empty, but they do not enjoy anything in life, not even slightly, and much less to the fullest. Just look at Bernie Sanders, for instance, this man’s facial expression and his articulation says all. Look at Schumer who does not ever dare to look at the people but firmly clenches his eyes to the script he is reading from. People like them will not only always complain but will always see the negativity in everything and in everyone. They’re not happy with anything, so no wonder they cannot accept God and His love, because they do not have a slightest idea or a clue of what He and His true love are all about. At the same time, there are so many people in this world who might be lacking the basic “comforts” in life and who often might not even be professionally very successful, but who are happy, because they have the true relationship with God and relationship with others. I while ago I shared with you an inspirational story about a rich man who took his son to the “country,” to show him how the “poor” people live. Here is this story again:  One day, the father of a very wealthy family took his son to visit a poor village. He wanted to show his son how poor people live. They spent a couple of days and nights on the farm of what would be considered a very poor family. On their return from their trip, the father asked his son: “How was the trip?”
“It was great, Dad.”
“Did you see how poor people live,” the father asked.
“Oh yeah,” said the son.
“So, what did you learn’” the father asked.
The son answered: “We have one dog and they have four. We have a pool and they have a river.  We have lights at nights, but they have stars. We buy food, but they grow their own. We have the walls to protect us, but they have friends. We watch TV, but they spend time with the family.” 
Then his son added: “Thanks Dad for showing me how poor we really are.”
The boy’s father was shocked. So, what really is a true happiness?
7. Peter remind us that the troubles, the suffering, and grief in life are often a part of the test to try the depth of our faith. It is quite easy to be faithful when everything in life works well and we experience only the “positive” aspects of life, but the true test comes when we experience the “negative” aspects of life. There is no  greater example of this truth than the story of Job. When Peter wrote his letter he knew that Christians experience an enormous persecution in the hands of not only the Romans, but even of the fellow Jews. For the Romans they were the “scapegoats” to be harshly dealt with because of all sorts of  disasters the Romans experienced, but for the Jews, the Christians were just the “blasphemous traitors to their faith.” Knowing how much they need the encouragement, Peter writes: “Blessed be God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great mercy He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” He might not say it directly, but I believe Peter considered Job and his suffering here, recalling that even in the midst of the great suffering Job would praise and worship God, even when all those closest to him even in his suffering, advised him to: “Curse God and die.” He would not have it though, not even “one bit.” The persecuted Christians needed to see the opportunity to prove that what they said when they declared: “I love my Lord,” like Job they truly meant. God wants us to look on suffering not as an obstacles but as an opportunity to show who we truly are. It is so easy to give up when the troubles in life strike, but it is not easy to remain faithful in the face of the greatest adversity we experience in life. It is hard to remain faithful when the hard times arrive, but still, Peter writes, it is possible when we embrace God. In the end the words of Jesus echo here loud and clear: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
8. Christ never promised His followers to have a successful and trouble free life. He didn’t promise us to become famous or wealthy, just as He did not promise us the material riches, and He did not even promised us to be professionally successful. As a matter of fact He does not even promise us to be of “good health.” On the contrary, He often shows us the material possessions to be truly worthless and success not to be measured by how well known or how popular we are, but how we lived our lives. He promised to be with us always though, and to protect us from any assaults the devil may initiate and throw at us, because the devil’s sole purpose is to seek the ways of destroying our faith and rejecting God. Jesus also promised us the gift of eternal life through our faith, which in turn allows us to look into the future with hope and certainty. He has proven all His promises to be true when He died on the cross of Calvary and then on the third day has risen from the dead by the power of God. Today, we may rejoice because we know: ”who we have believed,” and from Him we have received the ultimate goal of our faith: to be able to enter the “Heavenly Kingdom” when our life here on earth ends. If we experience any sort of tragedies in life, we still may turn to Jesus, just as those the Apostle Peter wrote his letter to, asking for strength, asking for courage, and for help. We still may rejoice because we have His assurance that even if we sometimes experience life’s turbulence, He is still with us and protects us. In the end, when everything is finished and done, when we come to the end of our days here on earth, because of our Savior, we will cross the threshold of this life and the eternal, just as He did, and we will dwell with Him for eternity. This is what our faith is all about, this is what we strive for, just as Job did, and just as the persecuted Church of Peter’s day did. “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able, to keep that which I’ve committed, unto Him against that day.”
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