A messenger came to David, saying: “The hearts of the Israelites have gone after Absalom.” Then David said to all his officials who were with him at Jerusalem: “Get up! Let us flee, or there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us, and attack the city with the edge of the sword.” But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, with his head covered and walking barefoot, and all the people who were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went. David was told that Ahithophel was among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said: “O Lord, I pray you, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.” When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him with a couple of donkeys saddled, carrying two hundred loaves of bread, one hundred bunches of raisins, one hundred of summer fruits, and one skin of wine.                                                                2 Samuel 15:13-14; 30-16:1
When He had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, He sent two of the disciples, saying: “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you: ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this: ‘The Lord needs it.’” So, those who were sent departed and found it as He had told them.  As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them: “Why are you untying the colt?” They said: “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As He rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. Now as He was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying: “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in Heaven, and glory in the highest Heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him: “Teacher, order Your disciples to stop.” He answered: “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” As He came near and saw the city, He wept over it, saying: “If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”
Luke 19:29-42
A young man who had been hired by the personnel department of a large supermarket chain reported to work at one of the stores. The manager greeted him with a warm handshake and a smile, handed him a broom, and said: “Your first job will be to sweep out the store.”
“But” “I’m a college graduate” - the young man said.
“I’m sorry,” the manager responded: “I didn’t know that. Here, give me the broom and I’ll show you how.”
“HOSANNA,” TO THE “KING”
1. It was the year 975 BC when king David had to flee Jerusalem after Absalom, his son, and Ahithophel, David’s adviser, plotted against him. Absalom wanted to take the kingdom away from his father and according to 2 Samuel 15 and 16, David fled Jerusalem traveling to the east, crossing the Kidron Valley then ascending to the Mount of Olives and crossing the River Jordan. In doing so he passed in the vicinity of Bethpage and Bethany. Here, in the Gospels’ account, Jesus comes to Jerusalem traveling in reverse of the way David escaped from the city. In other words, Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” to Jerusalem on what we refer to as a “Palm Sunday,” indicated the king’s triumphal return of to his city, following his original flight from it but this time reversing his steps. It is quite important to realize this, since the people of Jerusalem on that first “Palm Sunday” seemed to initially recognize the significance of the “Son of David” return to the capitol city and greeted Him in the most euphoric way they could imagine and express.
2. The season of Lent is the time which allows us to pause and to reflect not only on the past but also on the present and look for the future. This year it is not different, but as always I find it peculiar that as much as we observe our annual Christmas celebrations with a great “fanfare,” our observation of the Easter celebration seem to remain rather subdued and calm than “ecstatic.” Yet the Easter is the reason why we celebrate any of the other Christian holy days including Christmas, and the beginning of what we call the “Holy Week” begins with “Palm Sunday” celebration and becomes the greatest “fanfare celebration” we find in the entire New Testament. It is also important to realize that without Easter, without Christ’s resurrection: “our faith is in vain,” just as Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:17. In today’s Scripture reading we see the great celebration as Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem following in the footsteps of David and fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you; triumphant and victorious is He, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” In a symbolic act, once again in a sort of a homage to king David, Jesus passes through Bethany and Bethpage, while people cheer and praise Him with the words: “Hosanna, to the Son of David.”  According to the Aramaic dictionary, the meaning of the word “Hosanna” in the Old Testament was to “cry to God for help,” while in the New Testament it is the expression of praise. On this first “Palm Sunday” these two were firmly conjoined.
3. According to the Gospel’s accounts, Jesus visited Jerusalem about seven times, but this visit was the most important and the most significant one. His other visits were rather short and a part of Him celebrating either the “Passovers,” the “Celebration of Dedication” what we know today as “Hannukah,” “Purim,” the commemoration of  the Jewish people being saved by Queen Esther in a festival of “Purim,” and the “Feast of Tabernacles,” an autumn harvest festival. Naw, at the pinnacle of His ministry, Jesus comes to Jerusalem to fulfill His destiny. Jesus needed to be in Jerusalem because this city was first of all the center of Judaism, and it was the place where the Temple was, and because of that Jerusalem was the center of the worship of Yahweh, the “Lord Almighty” who dwelt in the “Holy of Holies” of the Temple. For Jesus being in Jerusalem was as important as for any classical musician in the US A is to perform in the Madison Square Garden, for any opera singer to perform in and with the Metropolitan Opera in New York City or for any Roman Catholic to visit the St. Peter’s Square and to see Pope in the Vatican City. Until now Jesus’ ministry took place all over Judea and Samaria in many smaller cities and villages, but now He needed to come to Jerusalem, to visit the Temple and to bring His message to this most holy of all the places. Jerusalem was where every new idea, every new philosophy, every new view had to be introduced sooner or later, to even being considered worthy of hearing, much less accepted. In the end, just as the Apostle Paul had to end up in Rome carrying the message of the Gospel, Jesus too needed to do so in Jerusalem. Now He has done it and He is there, and people seem to love Him, at least at first.
4. People praise and glorify Him, people cheer for Him hoping He will finally deliver them and bring freedom from the yoke of Roman’s oppression, and they indeed saw His return as God’s answer to their cry for help. So they shout: “Hosanna to the King,” “Hosanna to the Son of David.” On that day their praise might have been spontaneous and unanimous, but unfortunately, the history shows that it was also short-lived. As I already indicated, Jesus’ coming to Jerusalem was not of a spontaneous decision, it was rather a calculated choice and a necessary step in fulfilling of God’s plan of salvation gifted to us, the “sinful” people. Jesus needed to come to Jerusalem and to be arrested, to be tried and to be crucified, only to be risen from the dead by the glorious power of God. The salvation plan had to be finalized and without Him coming to Jerusalem this would not have happen. As I said, Jerusalem was a center of the religious, the political, and the social life of the Roman province of Judea and Samaria, and anything that happened there had a “ripple effect” for the entire region. In Jesus’ case this was the “ripple effect” for the entire world, not only for the Roman Empire. Luke says that the people rejoiced and praised God but at the same time He paints a picture of Jesus weeping while looking on Jerusalem from affair, because Jesus knew that most of the same people, in less than a week will call on Pilate to crucify the One they call today the “Son of David.” It will take some time before even the disciples would realize that the words “Hosanna” as they use now will no more be the “cry for help,” but the expression of “worship and praise.” This however will come after Jesus’ Resurrection on the first “Easter Sunday.”
5. By coming to Jerusalem Jesus perfectly fulfilled all the prophecies about the Messiah, the “Deliverer,” coming as God’s response to the people’s cries and prayers, unfortunately, even then the people still failed to recognize Jesus for who He was and today many people still do not recognize Him as that Messiah. And yet, according to what the Scriptures show, nobody but Jesus could ever fulfill the prophecies and free the world from the tyranny and slavery of sin. The religious leaders of the day knew about the Messiah but wouldn’t recognize Him when He came because they could not comprehend the importance of His coming. They failed to recognize the fulfilment of the prophecies because the fulfilment did not occur the way they expected. They were more concerned with their own importance, their own knowledge and their literal interpretation and understanding of the Scriptures and in doing so invalidated the spiritual part of what the Kingdom of God is all about. Like the politicians of our day and age they were more concerned with safeguarding their own power and privileges than obeying God and to be led by the Holy Spirit.. Unfortunately, the same is happening in the lives of so many spiritual leaders today. Many people today may know about Christ, but they do not know Him. He is not the One who guides them and controls them. Only those who have the personal relationship with Jesus and accept Him as their Lord and Savior truly know Him and who He is, the Son of God, our Lord.  
6. On that first “Palm Sunday,” the people might have perceived Jesus as their hero, the One who performed the miracles and the One, who although refused to be crowned a king a year ago, is boldly riding now into Jerusalem to destroy the Romans, just as the prophecies foretold. Yet again, they misunderstood the message of the prophets and what was the true reason for the Messiah to come to the world. They might not have been wrong in saying that Jesus was the “King,” but wrong in believing He would be an “earthly king” like David was. They celebrated because they believed God has finally responded to their prayers, their plans, but they couldn’t see what was truly God’s plan and not their interpretation of it. They focused on the “wants” and “desires,” not on their “needs” and blinded by their own visions they could not see God’s involvement. We know today that between the “Palm Sunday” and the “Resurrection Sunday,” the cross of Calvary must have been introduced and that without that cross this “exciting” celebration we experience today would make no sense and would make no difference. Hence, the importance of the “cross” in the life of every true Christian. Today’s celebration shows and tells the world that Jesus Christ is still passing by and may be welcomed as the Lord and Savior for anyone. 
7. Jesus riding on the colt and allowing people to shout their “Hosannas” and “Hallelujahs,” letting them  wave the palms and their cloaks, is nothing short of a beautiful illustration showing to anyone who wants to see it that God is meeting His people where they are and in the circumstances they experience. In today’s celebration, in this “Palm Sunday,” He still meets us, even though some people still refuse to see Him and who definitely do not understand Him. He comes to meet us, all the people, wherever they are, even the sinful ones.  Palm Sunday is a wonderful celebration because it represents God taking a hold of us as in sinful and confused, blind, and hopeless, disenchanted and lost, we might be. Today, as we begin this “Holy Week” let us once again reflect and focus on His reasons for coming to this world. As we look at the cross of Calvary, as we see Jesus suffering and although we may not like to see His death and His cross He still meets us where we are and how we are. After all, this was the part of God’s great plan set int motion by God a long time ago and carefully carried through so, we may be redeemed and rejoin Him for eternity in His Heavenly Kingdom. God redeemed us but not the way we expected but the way He planned, through Jesus’ cross, through Jesus’ death, and finally through Jesus’ resurrection. Today we celebrate and remember the beginning of the last act of that incredible drama called: “Redemption.”
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