O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and infants You have founded a bulwark because of Your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon, and the stars that You have established; what are humans that You are mindful of them, mortals that You care for them? Yet You have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under their feet, all sheep, and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!                                                                                                                                          Psalm 8
Jesus said to her: “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered Him: “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her: “You are right in saying: ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to Him: “Sir, I see that You are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her: “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him: “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her: “I am He, the One who is speaking to you.”      John 4:16-26
People were bringing children to Him in order that He might touch them, and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”                       Mark 10:13-16
A preacher gave an unusual sermon one day and used a peanut to illustrate several things from the Bible. One of the members greeted him at the close of the service and said, “That was very interesting, Pastor. I never expected to learn so much from a nut.”
Sometimes we must choose our words rather carefully.
Let Us Praise Him
1. God called us to be His true worshipers. Jesus' words cannot be mistaken for anything else. Yet, what does it mean to worship God? When do we worship Him and what form of worship should we consider? It seems to me that one of the reasons for such diverse denominational divisions we witness today is rather a very simple one. It is the mutual acceptance of a certain form of worship that makes people to congregate in a particular, specific denomination. Most of the denominations created their own, particular theological statement to emphasize their own theological views. Sometimes these declarations are called “the creed,” sometimes the “statement of faith,” and sometimes simply” what we believe.”  These “declarations” are made to emphasize the differences that separate us as the Church, and yet, the careful study of these "differences" simply show that all these “statements” imply that we have more in common rather than be different. In other words, they suggest there are no true differences between us, or if they are, they are incredibly insignificant. Where we differ very often though, is in the form of the liturgy each individual denomination practices and prefers.

2. It is not my intention to criticize any particular denomination for their preferred form of worship. Instead I want to simply emphasize the fact that our worship and praise are not only the integral parts of our adoration of God but are the necessary elements of our service to Him. The Bible very clearly tells us that in our worship and praise are the elements whereas we cannot ignore, or disregard God’s nature. And just as Jesus said in our text: “God is Spirit, and He commands us to worship Him in spirit and truth.” As a matter-of-fact God seeks those who worship Him that way. When we come to God in the spirit and the truth it means that we come before Him with honesty and integrity. This means that our worship, spiritual in nature, involves not only our physical side but a spiritual one as well. Furthermore, it means that we worship God not out of the necessity or a duty, but because our worship and praise are a part of who we are, namely God’s children. It is not by chance that Jesus speaks in the Gospel of Mark these words: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
3. I believe that today, as the Church and as the individuals, we need to reconsider the ways we worship and praise God and must begin to emphasize more and more on the true reason why we worship Him. Many, especially those who consider themselves “the modern and the sophisticated,” do not want to embrace the only One true God, and yet, they praise and worship gods of their popular culture, the idols of “the entertainment, the politics, or the information industries.” And yet, as the species, we were created to praise and to worship God, and even when we do not know Him, or we deny Him, we worship some sort of “god” in the form that appeals to us. The history of mankind proved this over and over again. The need to worship is an integral part of who we are as humans, yet we need to “choose wisely” who we want to worship and praise, and why. Whether we like it or not it is absolutely essential for us to worship something or someone. Essential, because this is a part of who we are as God's creation. Of course the philosophers would try to define this desire in many different ways, but when it comes down to the basics, this is exactly who we are: The beings created in the image of God.
4. As Christians we praise and worship God because when we met Him and accepted Him as our God and Savior, the desire to praise and worship Him became not only evident but a very part of our nature. As Christians we learn from the Scriptures that we are the “new royal priesthood,” just as Peter writes: "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." Just as the priests of the Old Covenant worshipped God, so we worship Him too as His Church. The true praise and worship are not the options we choose, these are the parts of who we are. Consequently, if we come before the Lord without the true praise and the true worship in our hearts and on our lips, we totally "miss the boat." In reality, we cannot participate in the “Service of Worship and Praise,” as the uninvolved partakers, as the observers only, if we do, this is just the waste of our time and our energy. We must fully participate in our worship and praise of Him.
5. According to the Bible God desires His children to praise and worship Him and when we do so we simply respond to God, and we fulfill His will. Have you ever considered that no matter how we look at the worship and praise, we know that God is worthy of praise. Just as this little chorus we used to sing when I was young: “You are worthy, You are worthy, O, Lord,” which was based on Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You did create all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created." Have you ever considered that that the only book of the Bible that presents us the glimpse of the everlasting life focuses on the importance of the never-ending, heavenly service of worship and praise? And yet that is exactly what the Book of Revelation does. It is incredible. Our worship and praise of God is but the prelude to what the eternity will offer and bring to us all. Oh yes, God indeed is “worthy of praise, eternally.” 
6. We are called by God to lift up our voices in praise and worship. We are called by God to glorify His holy name. We must be the people of praise and worship because this is where the true joy is found. We are to be the people of praise at all times. It may not be easy and sometimes we wonder how is it possible to rejoice always and to praise God always. Yet God is worthy of praise. You do not have to take my word for what I tell you here today. Read the Scriptures and you will find so many places that indicate the importance of praising God. "Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise." Psalm 100:4; "Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty heavens." Psalm 150:1; "Praise be to the Lord forever! Amen and Amen." Psalm 89:52. As we praise and worship God, we focus on Him and become aware of His presence. While in His presence we enter into the communion with Him, and we become aware of His glory and greatness. When we realize how awesome our God is we want to praise Him even more. From the moment we realize how great our God is we praise and glorify Him even more, and as a result we are full of joy and awe.
7. The byproduct of our praise and worship of Him is the fact that we are transformed, changed if you will. Our attitude, our thinking and even the way we seek solutions to our problems are changed. We are able to see the world and the universe, as the place controlled by God and suddenly nothing is too large, too big for God. Everything dwarfs in the presence of God, even our problems and issues we deal with every day. Praise and worship transforms our character and makes us the people of hope and the people of trust. In result we are able to do great things, and we are able to tackle the matters and the problems we otherwise would not even dare to touch. Indeed, our God is worthy of praise. Our God is worthy of glory. Our God is worthy of worship. The other byproduct of praise and worship is the fact that God does not need our praise. He existed before we were created, and He was doing just fine without us. It is us that need to praise God and who need to be encouraged, changed, and transformed. He doesn't need our praises, but we need to praise Him. Praise and worship are the necessary elements of our existence, of being who we are, God's creation. Let us never forget this. Praise and worship only enriches us with the presence of the Almighty God in our lives.











