Tychicus will tell you all the news about me; he is a beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord. I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts; he is coming with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here. Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him. And Jesus who is called Justus greets you. These are the only ones of the circumcision among my coworkers for the Kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, greets you. He is always striving in his prayers on your behalf, so that you may stand mature and fully assured in everything that God wills. For I testify for him that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you. Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters in Laodicea and to Nympha and the church in her house.                                                                             Colossians 4:7-15
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it, for He was teaching His disciples, saying to them: “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill Him, and three days after being killed, He will rise again.” But they did not understand what He was saying and were afraid to ask Him. Then they came to Capernaum, and when He was in the house, He asked them: “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then He took a little child and put it among them and taking it in His arms He said to them: “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the One who sent me.      Mark 9:30-37
Who can ever forget Winston Churchill’s immortal words spoken during the Battle of Britan: “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, and we shall fight in the hills.”
It seems like Churchill’s words describe some families’ vacations.
Who Is the Greatest?
1. The major principle of the “Congregational Church,” from which Faith UCC originates from, is the emphasis on the autonomy of each congregation. This principle does not however mean the ecclesiastical isolation, or a total independence from associating with other congregations into a larger body. As a matter of fact, the principle of “congregationalism” of the Church of Jesus Christ has always been a community of believers that depend on one another for all sorts of aspects. Thus, we have the “Associations” and “Conferences.” As “Congregationalists” we also do not have the church hierarchy like many other denominations do, because Jesus Christ is the “Head” of the Church, and all the clergy are servants of the congregation. In the end however, we also accept that as the Church of Jesus Christ we cannot exist on our own because without the community at large the “Church’s” role is severely diminished, and a totally “independent” church is but very “self-centered.” Our world is nothing else but one enormous community and in the era of a global communication, the radio, the television and the internet, we are all one “global village,” and not only as species but as a Church as well. Because of that we must work together, interdepending on one another because as the members of the “Church,” we all possess particular gifts and particular expertise. If we get focused on independence too much, we erode the fellowship and the very core of the reason why we get together for worship. 
2. On the other hand, if we focus on a mutual dependence, we enjoy the fellowship and are willing and wanting to strengthen this fellowship even more. In the letter to the Hebrews in chapter 10:25 we read: “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  This passage clearly teaches us that we need each other. I need your gifts, and you need my gifts. We simply need each other! The community of believers is the key, and God designed the “Church” to bring together people of different backgrounds, cultures, races, and life circumstances, so that we could learn to live together as Christians, united by our common faith in Jesus Christ.

3. Writing to the Colossians, Paul speaks about the need for unity in the church and he speaks not only about the unity of the congregation but the unity of the entire “Body of Christ.” I believe that God’s design was for the Church to be an antidote to the ideology and the spirit of our times. The term I already used, the “global village” to describe the reality of the connectiviness of the world has been especially meaningful because the “village” has always implied closeness of the people living in such community. As we live together, close to one another, God breaks down the walls that divide us and the “Church” is no exception. Here in the church as a congregation, as well as in the “Church” at large, God deals with all our imperfections and works on transforming us regardless of where we are, who we are, what language we speak or what age, gender and colour of our skin is. God wants to bring us together in Christ, but His adversary, the devil, the great tempter, wants us to be divided. He uses everything in his arsenal to make sure we do not stand together but oppose each other. 
4. The devil is the one who tells us that our particular view and the opinion, is more important than someone else’s. He tells us that the world would be a better place if everyone thought as we thought and liked the same things we like. He does everything within his power to make us use our pride to divide us. And he is the master in his field. He does this because he knows that when we are one, when we are united, when we have common goals and common purpose, we can achieve such a great success that his realm, the kingdom of darkness would suffer a destructive blow. 
5. If we carefully read today’s passage, we see that Paul lists the names of those who worked with him “together” for the common goal and the common purpose. He calls Tychicus not only a “dear brother” but also “a faithful minister and fellow servant.” These terms indicate that Paul valued Tychicus’ contribution to his ministry and not as a small addition but rather a major one. When he speaks of Onesimus, who as we know from the letter to Philemon was a runaway slave, Paul calls him a “faithful and dear brother,” a description indicating close relationship that ignored Onesimus social status as slave. Onesimus has become a part of Paul’s ministry and when Paul sends him back to Philemon, he wants him to be there as Paul’s co-worker. Aristarchus, Mark and Jesus Justus were three other fellow Jews who offered him comfort while he was imprisoned. From all these only Mark, referred to as John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, who journeyed with Paul is well known to us from the Scriptures, but all three of them are listed in our text as Paul’s co-laborers. Mark by the way, is an interesting figure, because although Paul disagreed with him, here in the letter to the Colossians written much later than the sharp disagreement these two men had, Paul considers Mark a valued worker. We know him better as the writer of the Second Gospel.  
6. Paul did not stop with these few names however, for he also speaks of Epaphras, a pastor of the church in Colosse who possessed a gift of an intensive prayer, a “prayer wrestler” in NIV translation. Paul also includes Luke, the author of the Third Gospel and the Book of Acts, who also served in a capacity of a physician. Another one Archippus, the son of Philemon. All these people, from different backgrounds, different regions, different congregations, worked together with Paul for the sake of the “Kingdom of God,” and he considered them to be his fellow workers, his co-laborers. Without these people, Paul would not have accomplished what he did. He acknowledges them, even if sometimes he was disappointed with some of them and disagreed with them occasionally. Paul understood that in order to minister effectively, he needed the support and the work of others.

7. I believe that all of us would like to live life that counts for God and we all would like to hear God say to us: “Come, good and faithful servant.” I also want to know that my ministry affected people and helped them to serve Jesus, and that the Church grew because of my ministry. I believe that all of us, who are serving the Lord, want to know that our work has been fruitful and a blessing to others. But I would like to know that my ministry was not focused on my independence but on the contrary, on the interdependence on others who filled the gaps and carried the torch wherever I could not or did not. We are the Church, we are one body, but as the “body” has many parts, so does the Church, the one at large as well the local one. Too many a time I have seen churches destroyed because of the misplaced ministry of the pastor who would not accept anyone but himself as the only shepherd of the congregation, and too many times I have seen churches that forgot about their mission because they did not want anything to do with others, considering themselves to be the only true and biblical churches. 
8. I believe that as the members of the “Church of Christ,” we all must ask these questions: “What is my relationship with others in the Church?” “What is my responsibility in the Church?” “Am I needed in the, and do I need others in the Church?” “Am I able to share with others all the gifts and talents God has given me?” Only the affirmative answers to all these questions will indicate where we are in true relationship with God and with other believers. After all, Christ is the One who called us to be “one,” to work together, to use what we all have, all of our talents and all of our expertise. “No man is an island” wrote Johnny Done and “no Christian can stand alone,” we need one another, and we need to stand together to be able to defeat the forces of Satan, and triumph as Christ’s Church. Working together we can change and influence our community and our country while building the Kingdom of God.  

