Then God said: “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So, God created humans in His image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them. God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said: “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
 Genesis 1:26-31 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is. And all who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He is pure. Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that He was revealed to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him or known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous. Everyone who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the works of the devil. Those who have been born of God do not sin because God’s seed abides in them; they cannot sin because they have been born of God. The children of God and the children of the devil are revealed in this way: all who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love a brother or sister.                                                                                                                                      1 John 3:1-10
     A Sunday school teacher was endeavoring to impress upon a class of boys the importance of living the Christian life. “Why do people call me a Christian?” the man asked.
     After a moment’s pause, one youngster said: “Maybe it’s because they don’t know you?”
Imago Dei
1. The title of my message comes from the concept of the theological doctrine mutual to Judaism and Christianity. “Imago Dei – In the Image of God.” It is one of the foundational aspects of Judeo-Christian tradition in regards to a fundamental understanding of the human nature. “Imago Dei” originates in the Latin translation of the words of the Book of Genesis 1:27: “So, God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” The Scriptures however do not assume that God is “human-like,” comparable to the gods of the ancient Greece and Rome, but is rather a reverse of that interpretation. It basically states that God granted us, the “humans,” a very special status and honor, one that He did not confer on the rest of His creation. According to the Scriptures, we are privileged to be called the “Children of God,” and have a special, intimate, loving and continuous relationship with God, our Creator and our Heavenly Father. Make no mistake, God is indeed our “Father,” in the fullest meaning of the word, and we are His “children,” because we responded to His call. We are not the children of God because we were born as such, even though we often say that all people are God’s children, because they are all His creation, no, we are His children only because we respond to Him, and accepted His care. 
2. You know my fondness of the statements made by children, and here are some examples of those. None of them may seem to have anything to do with our Scripture Readings for today, but they all may be classified under one heading, no matter how “simplified” and “childish,” they may sound. All these statements describe the reality of life as seen with the innocence of a child:
The definition of H2O and CO2: H2O is hot water and CO2 is cold water.

The answer to the question: What is a spinal column? It is a long bunch of bones; the head sits on the top, and you sit on the bottom.

What is the main cause of dust? The janitors.

What are the four seasons? They are salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.

Where is the climate hottest? Next to the Creator.

Syntax is all the money collected at the church from sinners.

When planets run around and around in circles, we say they are orbiting. When people do it, we say they are crazy. 
3. I might have already share some of these statements with you in the past, but the whole idea of expressing them today is associated with the Apostle John’s words in his letter, when he says: “we are the children of God.” Because we are God’s children, our understanding of Him may seem a very childish to some, similar to the statements I just shared with you, but in reality, our trust of God must indeed be comparable to the naiveté of a child who trusts the father. Sometimes the answer to who is the true father of a child begs the question, and this does not always mean biological father, but often it is the man who nourished and raised the child. In this case there is no doubt or question about this. God is the One who nourishes and who watches over us. He is the One who takes care of all our needs, and responds to us whenever we call on Him. In the end, we are who He raised us to be, but only if we embrace Him and His protection. He is not just “some god” we call upon only when we face trouble in life. He is our God who continuously watches over us. In one of my searches, I came across an interesting statement: “Genetics explains why you look like your father, and if you don't, why you should.” Our commitment to God and our life indicates whether we are His children and resemble Him or we are not.
4. Genetically speaking, since we were created in God’s image, we should look like our heavenly Father, but do we? When John wrote his letter to the congregations of the Early Church, he was concerned with what he perceived as a sort of misrepresentation on a part of many new Christians where many of them apparently often remained at loss as to what is the form of their connection between their faith and the lifestyle they practiced. Until Jesus times, the religious rules, regardless of what religion it was, did not specify or had much impact on the way people lived their live, of how they acted and behaved. As long as they followed the religious observances, the traditions, including the sacrifices to gods, everything else was fine. Such issues as morality, ethics, and the principles, were in the domain of the philosophers, not the religious leaders, and the average person did not have time or the inclination to focus on them. Now, suddenly, as Christianity required integrity, purity and moral principles, everything was to change dramatically and those early Christians had no idea how to handle these.
5. As I see it, our times do not differ very much from the times of the Early Church, and as the Church of Christ, we still experience the same conflicts as our ancestorial Church did in those early days. Our society today constantly bombards us with the notion that religion does not belong in public life and we are to practice our faith only in the privacy of our homes or of our sanctuaries. At the same time, the society demands we conform to the whims of the society rules, and unfortunately, the modern Church often does it, compromising what we stand for as Christians. John’s letter equivocally states that this is not the way to go. We are to be influenced by our faith and by the Word of God, in every aspect of life, whether private or public, and we are to withstand the demands of the world and follow only God’s will. John states that we are to act as the children of God because we are His heirs. If we decide to marginalize our faith and to practice it only in the privacy of our walls, then we are not at all influenced by what we believe and as a matter of fact we indicate that we feel ashamed to be of who we are.
6. Consequently, John writes: "Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him or known Him?" Does this mean that once we became Christians we do not sin anymore? Is this what John implies here? I do not believe so. No, I believe what John tells us is that no one who is in Christ will willingly or willfully sin. To better understand what John says we need to fully grasp the meaning of his words in the original, koine Greek, the language he wrote his letter in. It says in Greek: "No one who abides in Him sins, and keeps on sinning." John knows that we will face temptations by sin and sin will sometimes encroach on our lives, so, if we say that we have no sin, we only deceive ourselves. There is a phrase attributed to Abraham Lincoln that say: “You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.” We cannot fool ourselves no matter what and no matter how much we would like to pretend to do. John tells us that if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive us all our sins. John’s message is simple, as Christians we must act like Christians and we can’t be ashamed of who we are. 
7. Being a Christian carries a tremendous responsibility and maybe this is why Christianity is under attack from the society today, because people do not like to be responsible for anything, after all modern society’s attitude is basically that of our rights but not of our responsibilities. As we become more and more “Godless” as the society, we see the indifference, the arrogance, the pride, the envy, widespread immorality, with even crime and addiction glamorized and cheered by that very society we live in. So, what is wrong with our society? The more we drift away from God and His teachings, the more we drift away from His Word and our Christian responsibilities, the less human we are and less and less resemble the image of God we were created in. Once upon the time, the “Imago Dei” concept clearly indicated who we are and why we indeed constantly sought the “spiritual” in our lives. I can only pray that as the species, we once again may turn to God accepting that we are His creation: “Imago Dei.” As the true children of God, and as we “walk the talk,” let us then transform the world around us, even if only one step at the time.
