The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.                            Exodus 12:1-4; 11-14 
When the hour came, He took His place at the table, and the apostles with Him. He said to them: “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks He said: “Take this and divide it among yourselves, for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” Then He took a loaf of bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And He did the same with the cup after supper, saying: “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom He is betrayed!” Then they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this.     Luke 22:14-23

     A man had a habit of grumbling at the food his wife placed before him at family meals. Then he would ask the blessing. One day after his usual combination complaint-prayer, his little girl asked, “Daddy, does God hear us when we pray?”
     “Why, of course,” he replied. “He hears us every time we pray.”

     She paused on this a moment, and asked, “Does He hear everything we say the rest of the time?”

     “Yes, dear, every word,” he replied, encouraged that he had inspired his daughter to be curious about spiritual matters. However, his pride was quickly turned to humility at his daughter’s next question.

     “Then, which does God believe?”
Why the Table?
1. Every month the words of Jesus establishing the celebration of the Holy Communion are read in the majority of Christian churches all over the world. These words, alongside the words of the 23rd psalm, are probably the best-known words from the entire Scriptures. The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, the Holy Communion, whatever name for this celebration we would use, indicate the most important of all the commands given by Jesus. On Maundy Thursday the passages we traditionally read speak of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples, and the institution of the “Table of the Lord.” In both, the establishing of the Passover celebration, and the Holy Communion, indicate the importance of being freed from the bondage od sin, and include the presence of the sacrificial “Lamb.” 
2. Originally, the Passover meal which preceded the Lord’s Supper, was to be consumed by a family, and if the family was to small, with the neighbors, so as not to have any leftovers. The Early Church incorporated this idea literally into their Worship Service, and the Early Church celebrated it as a common meal. Over the years the Communion has become an integral part of the Church Service, but with the sole focus on the suffering of Jesus rather, than on being considered a common meal. Today, this is not a common meal anymore, a meal where we invite our family or guests, but became a meal where we are invited by the One in whose memory this meal was established. In short, it is Jesus Christ Himself who is the host at His Table. Just as it was Jesus Himself, who send His disciples to prepare the place for the last Passover. Ultimately, it was Jesus who’s been in charge of the “Last Passover” and the “First Communion.” 
3. At the “Communion Table” Jesus extend His invitation to all Christians, and to all the sinners who trust Him and want to share in the sacrifice of His body and of His blood. In John’s Gospel Jesus tells a story of a king who invites people from the streets, and all those who want to come, to share a meal with Him. Today, when we come to the Table of Jesus, we come to receive what we need most. At this Table the King of kings invites those who want to come and to celebrate with their host. By coming to the Table, we acknowledge that we need forgiveness which comes only through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross of Calvary’s. “This is my body broken for you,” Jesus said these words to Peter, but He said them also to Judas. He continues to say these words to us, and to all the sinners today, after all, His body was broken, and His blood spilled, for our sake.
4. “The Lord’s Table” however, is not a magical place, such as a table in Harry Potter’s Hogwarts, where all students may share in the never-ending feast. It is a never-ending feast, but the one that reminds us of the most powerful and the most important event in the human history, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The opponents of the Early Church took the words of Jesus about His body and blood literally, and for a long time they believed that Christians indeed “eat human body and drink human blood” through some form of sacrifice. Today, as we hear these words, we hear them based on one of the three traditions, a symbolic representation (Zwingli and to a degree Calvin), a spiritual representation (Luther), and the literal representation through the mystical process known as transubstantiation in the Roman Catholic rite. Whichever tradition Today’s Church follows, this is in the end the celebration where we remember the sacrificial death of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
5. His Table, is the place of thanksgiving and a place indicating the bond that exists between each and every one of us, and of Jesus Christ. It also signifies the importance of the bond that exists between us, the Church members, the fellowship of the believers. Jesus showed us that the cup we share at the Table is “His New Covenant,” a bond uniting us with Him. With the last Passover meal Jesus ended the “Old Covenant” that existed between His Father and the people of Israel, and that meal in the “Upper Room,” created something different. In the “Passover” the people were to prepare the meal, in the Communion, Jesus Christ prepares it for us. In this “New Covenant” we worship God in the Spirit. Just as Jesus said in John 4:23: “A time is coming, and has now come, that the true worshippers will worship the Father in the spirit and truth, for they are a kind of worshippers the Father seeks.”
6. There are no limits to God’s grace in this “New Covenant.” The national, ethnic, racial, gender and age limitations were voided that night in the Upper Room. The only requirement for the people, necessary to partake in Jesus’ Table, is to accept Christ’s death for one’s sins. When we come to His Table, when we confess our sins and receive the communion, we may clearly see the Gospel’s message, contained in the Passion story. Every time we eat at the Table, it becomes our sign of Christ’s covenant with us, and the covenant that exists between us, the members of His Body. So, let us come to this Table, reflect on where we are in our relationship with Jesus, and let us eat this bread and drink this wine fully understanding what we are doing and why.
