O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love endures forever. Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech You, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech You, give us success! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless You from the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and He has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; You are my God, I will extol You. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So, they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, shouting: “Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of Him and had been done to Him.                                 John 12:12-16 
   A visiting farmer stopped at a city restaurant to eat lunch. When he was served his food, he bowed his head and gave thanks to the Lord. 
   Some teenagers sitting at a nearby table noticed the farmer’s prayer and shouted: “Hey, pops, back where you come from does everybody pray before they eat?”

   Their laughter was silenced when the unmoved farmer answered: “No, the hogs don’t.”                                                                                                                    
Were They Waiting For the Messiah?
1. Only a few days ago He was known as just another, popular rabbi, followed by a small and dedicated group of disciples. Although He was from Nazareth, a rather obscure place, where He was known to be a son of Joseph, the carpenter, He was recognized in Judea as an electrifying teacher, and yet, He did not have a proper, quality education, for He could not afford one. Nevertheless, the common folks sought His wisdom and He was quite popular with them. On the other hand, He was certainly not embraced by the rich and the famous, by the upper echelon of the Jewish society, with the exception of maybe a few, such as Nicodemus. He was most definitely not accepted by the religious and political leaders, because He would frequently confront them, exposing their corruption and divesting from God’s Laws. 
2. In the human terms, He was nobody, even though He possessed the power no other religious leader did. Just a few days ago a large group of people witnessed something they have never seen before, something that was only written about in the Holy Scriptures. He brought back to life Lazarus, and by doing so, as John writes in his Gospel: “Many of the Jews, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in Him.”  With this miracle He amazed people to the point that as of this moment they had no doubt of who He was. Consequently, when Jesus comes to Jerusalem, they greet Him as a King they were waiting for, yet, little do they know and truly understand of what is really happening. They were waiting for the Messiah for so long; they were taught by their parents, by the religious leaders, through the Holy Scriptures, that the Messiah will come, and their expectations of Him grew exponentially, from day to day. They were so fed up with the Roman control and occupation, they were so fed up with the suffering they faced, that they were ready to accept almost anyone who would lead them. And when they see Jesus’ actions, hear His message, see His power, they cannot help but to conclude: “He is the long-awaited Messiah,” He is the “Son of David,” the heir to his throne. 
3. Jesus comes, performs miracles, electrifies with His teachings, embarrasses Jewish leadership. No doubt about it, He must be the One! They want to believe, and they want to accept Him as the Messiah. It seems as they almost want to tell God: “God, we are ready, make this to happen!” The history indicates that there were many people who claimed to be the Messiah’s, but this Jerusalem crowd now proclaims Jesus to be the “One.” In reality however, deep down in their hearts, they do nor realize what is happening, who He truly is. They fail to see in Him the “Son of God.” They see Him as their “warrior king,” the incarnation of David, the leader who will lead them into the victory over the occupying Roman forces. The “One” they have imagined for so long, creating own vision of who the Messiah will be, and what will He do.
4. Two millennia have passed since the day Jesus triumphantly entered Jerusalem, but not much has changed with humanity over these two thousand years. People are still hungry, still suffering, fed up with the politics and the politicians of our times, even with the organized religion and the religious leaders, and they are still waiting for the change, but in the end our society still does not really know what it wants. As I witness the world, I see that what we need is the harmony in the world, but this cannot be the harmony according to our terms. We are too rebellious, too unruly, too arrogant and to hungry for power. We need the true “Messiah,” we need the “One” who has already come, but who was rejected by the people of Jerusalem as well as by our society. I find it peculiar that so many people are still searching for “their Messiah’s,” and fail to see Him for who He is. The humanity indeed still needs the Messiah, the Savior, the One that will save us from ourselves.
5. That Messiah has already come, and as we approach the celebration of Easter next Sunday, we will once again remember the “Easter Miracle.” On Maundy Thursday we will remember the institution of the Holy Communion and then His fervent prayer in the “Garden of Gethsemane.” On Good Friday we will once again remember His great love, expressed through His ultimate sacrifice, and it will remind us that as the species we need His unconditional love, but not to the point that He would accept the immorality of our times. He is our loving Savior, but not to the point that He will accept the indifferent ones, the lukewarm ones, and the apathetic ones. Yes, He loves us, but at the same time He tells us: “You are forgiven, go, and sin no more.” The Easter Miracle is about forgiveness but about embracing the societal whims, no matter what they are.
6. The people of Judea have seen Him performing miracles of healing. The experienced the feeding of multitudes. They even saw Him resurrecting Lazarus and they cheered for Him, but did they truly see Him as the “Messiah?” He appeared to be a great guy, a powerful guy, and in the moment of euphoria they call Him “the Messiah,” but do they really accept Him as such? Just as our society who have witnessed the power of Jesus, who have seen the change and the difference He makes in people’s lives, and yet reject Him because He is not what they would like Him to be. The crowd in Jerusalem was as in a trance, celebrating the victory parade. They are like a political party on the day of the election won. But they are deaf and blind. They did not hear and did not see what is happening, and what He is saying. For them He is a just a king, a leader who enters the city, reaching for the throne. 
7. Jesus however was not, and is not that type of a “Savior.” He was not, and is not is not the type of the Messiah the people had in mind. He was the Messiah as God intended. Jesus indeed reached for the crown and the throne, but it was not the crown and the throne the Jews had in mind. Jesus is the King, but not the one they expected. So, in the moment of rage and disappointment, just in four days’ time, they will demand of Pilate to crucify Him, for He so much disappointed them. He was not at all what they expected. He did not want to follow their program, their course. They remembered Him feeding the five thousand and expected Him to continue to feed them. But God did not promise us the life of idleness and inactivity. Instead, God said that we will work hard. He promised that as we work hard, we will learn and grow, in every aspect of life. The Messiah was not promised to take responsibility away from us. We are responsible for our actions. What He promises though, is His protection, and help in the time of need. He was to feed us, but we “not by the bread alone.” We must feed on the Word of God and on His grace.
8. Jesus still responds to our needs. When we came asking for help, He does not hesitate, yet so often our society is unable to grasp the depths of His message and His teaching. People are still too much focused on their desires misconstruing “desires” with “needs.” Human nature’s willingness to satisfy all our wants leads us to become like a proverbial man who when offered a hand will want an arm, and when given an arm, will want the whole body. As the species we are never satisfied, and are like the children, throwing tantrums when God does not respond to our desires. Thus, our society turns their back on Jesus, just as today’s crowd will do, when demanding of Pilate Jesus’ crucifixion. Only when we, as humanity, are transformed by the Spirit of the Living God, we will understand Him and accept Him. Only when Christ enters human heart and that heart makes peace with Christ and responds to His voice, the humanity may be able to fully grasp who the Messiah is. And in my book, this is what the Palm Sunday teaches, and this is what the Palm Sunday is all about. Embracing the Messiah and embracing Him for who He is.
