I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses His name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work, you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.                                    Exodus 20:1-17
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.                   1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The story is said about a man who read an article to his wife about how women use 30,000 words a day while men use only 15,000 man’s 15,000. His wife replied: “That’s because we have to repeat everything to men.” And the husband turned to his wife and said: “What?”
Homestead Rescue
1. My message title was inspired by a TV show I like to watch. It is a show about an Alaskan man, Marty Raney, who with his daughter and son travel across US and Canada, literally helping people to rescue their failing homesteads. One of the episodes I recently saw, was dedicated to the family living in the high desert of Arizona, not far from the mountains, but on an open land, littered with tumbleweeds driven by the winds. As it happens in almost every episode of the show, in this one also Marty expressed the importance of any homestead having access to the viable source of drinkable water. I thought about Marty’s comments, while working on my message, because when I see what is happening to, and in our modern world, I see the “failing homestead,” which may have many “sources of water,” but sources rendered undrinkable due to heavy contamination which requires some powerful filtration systems to make the water clean and drinkable. Marty’s daughter, Misty, who is an expert gardener, and had to create the viable garden in the hostile environment of Arizona’s desert, also needed a source of water to irrigate the garden she was creating. In the scorching heat of the high desert with the dryness of the wind blowing on that homestead, growing any vegetation, although difficult, was possible, but only if done in a proper way, and with proper watering it. But introducing new ideas to the homestead families is often easier said than done, because to be successful, the “homesteaders” often must turn away from their “own expertise,” and to learn, and to accept the ideas, provided by this expert family of “homesteads rescuers.”
2. As I said, when I look around and see the world where we live today, I cannot help but to see that our world perfectly resembles the Arizona desert. There is an undisputable beauty in God’s creation, but it often remains hidden, because of lack of a proper expertise our modern society displays in caring for the world and each other. When God created this world and gave it to us, He also presented us with the set of rules of how to take care of the world, but over the centuries of human existence, people abandoned God and His rules, contaminated the world, and made it almost unleavable. It is high time the humanity wakes up and allows God once again to touch us, and to rescue our “failing homesteads.” As Christians we are familiar with the term: “the living water,” and we easily point out to Jesus being the source of the “living water,” but the world also must recognize Him for who He is, and what He is capable of doing for us. To achieve this however, the world must accept the guidance of God as the “expert rescuer,” and to follow His direction.
3. Unfortunately, our world is still unwilling to do so, and rejects all the attempts made by Christ to “rescue” us from our own destructive actions. Writing to the Corinthians, already then, two thousand years ago, Paul recognized this when he said: the “message of the cross is nothing but foolishness” to the people who turned away from God. His words confront our society today just as much as they did confront the people of Corinth then. To the Church Paul also wrote: "we preach Christ crucified," indicating that for Paul the true message, the life-giving message, the “homestead rescuing” message, is found only in crucified Christ. He uses the title of Jesus, the Messiah, to show that the man the Jews only were willing to recognize as an incredible and popular “rabbi,” was indeed the Son of God who came to fulfill the promise given by God long time ago. In his statements Paul emphasizes that nobody can bring God and people together, only Jesus Christ. Humankind’s wisdom does not go deep enough to reach and to lead people to God. Quite contrary, human wisdom rejects God as a myth, as a figment of our imagination. 

4. Apostle Paul knew that without the message of the cross, the message of the Gospel is just another “touchy-filly” story. Without the message of the cross, our faith is worthless, and we still are not certain of our salvation, so we keep on finding salvation through other means doing whatever we believe to right. But without the message of the cross, Christianity is just the wishful thinking “ideology,” because only in the message of the cross, the “foolish message,” we may be truly transformed, and without the cross, we have no reason to be transformed. As modern society, we pride ourselves, and patting ourselves on the back, believe in the wisdom and the maturity humanity possess, but in doing so, we are unable to see and to realize, that our wisdom originated sin, and originated widespread moral, ethical and social destruction. In the arrogance typical to the human species, we have turned away from God and His wisdom, replacing Him with wishful thinking and empty gestures. Through our attempts of entering into the sphere, not long ago considered as God’s domain only, we created new fields of science of genetic engineering, artificial intelligence, and attempt to perfect the human race by manipulating the biology using technology. It has been proven however, over and over again, that because of these attempts, even if they were conceived in good faith, mankind gets closer, and closer, to its own destruction rather than salvation. Many diseases that plague us today were developed or caused by our interference with God’s plan assigned to Nature, but we still keep on experimenting, and what is so tragic, these experiments are often focused on creating new ways of destruction and to become the tools of war.  
5. People need to hear the message of the cross, even if they believe this message to be “foolishness,” because only in that message the power and the wisdom of God is clearly present. As Christians, equipped with God’s wisdom, God’s word, and God’s guidance, we can offer the world the true solution to all its handicaps, but we must be willing to do this, and the world must be willing to listen. Yet this is what the modern society and modern culture rejects. Paul writes about to the Corinthians that only by accepting Jesus, the crucified Christ, people may become connected with God. This connection is needed for us not only to survive, but to live our lives meaningfully. This connection is still achievable, but unfortunately people often search for it in all the wrong places. Nobody, and nothing else can bring us to God, only Jesus can, and despite of what many people may say today, especially in our pluralistic society, and even the pluralistic church of our times, Jesus Christ “IS” the “Only Way.” Just as He said: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." (John 14:6)
6. Accepting Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, despite its “foolishness,” is the only way we may attain salvation. Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and receive Him as their Savior, understand the implications of His act of redemption accomplished on the cross. Only those who believe in Jesus Christ understand the virgin birth, and the resurrection from the dead. Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior may see the importance of this “man from Nazareth,” in the affairs of the world. In the view of the human wisdom however, the cross as the way of salvation offered by God, is just a foolishness. In spite of what the world may say today, and has been saying for many decades now, God’s decision of saving the world through the truth of the cross still stands however and, although perceived as “foolishness,” still defeats all other forms of human wisdom and human ideologies. In order to reestablish the viable relationship with God, people must accept the death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His consequent resurrection on the third day, and accept it by faith, not some sort of empirical, tangible proof. Seemed as foolishness to many, Jesus’ action is well understood through faith by those who are blessed with God’s wisdom, those who know they are saved. For us, crucified Christ offers power, wisdom, righteousness, holiness and salvation.
7. Our faith does not depend on human wisdom; it is based on the wisdom of God. It is God’s wisdom that lets us understand that only Christ and His cross, may transform human lives and bring life into the lifelessness. Only following God’s wisdom, our world may still be “rescued,” becoming truly our earthly “homestead.” As Christ has changed our lives, He still can change the lives of the people of the world, but they must hear His message, even if we are to preach it to them over and over again. As the water is essential to life in the Arizona desert, so does the message of Christ’s cross is essential in offering life to the people. The viable source of water is necessary to keep the “homestead” alive, and cannot be just a temporary, occasional “water delivery.” Human wisdom offers just an occasional relief, but only a steady flow of the “living water - God’s wisdom,” may permanently sustain us in abundance and forever.  
