For I want you to know how greatly I strive for you and for those in Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face. I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I am saying this so that no one may deceive you with plausible arguments. For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see your orderly conduct and the firmness of your faith in Christ. As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in Him, who is the head of every ruler and authority.                            Colossians 2:1-10 
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again, Jesus said to them: “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.             John 10:1-10
   The Sunday school teacher was teaching a class of children about creation. “Now, children,” she said: “Who can tell us what makes the flower spring from the seed?”

   “God does it,” answered one little girl, “but fertilizer helps.”
As I always said, be careful what you wish for when you ask a child a question.
There Is No Other Way 
1. St. Augustine, 4th and 5th century theologian and “Church Father,” said: "You have made us for yourself, O God, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you." Blaise Pascal, a 17th century mathematician and philosopher added: “There is a God–shaped vacuum in the heart of each man, which cannot be satisfied by any created thing but only by God the Creator, made known through Jesus Christ.”  Both of these great thinkers basically said: “As God’s creation, made in His image, we all possess a part of God’s personality, and this part longs for Him, longs for the reunion with our ‘Creator.’” We may sense God’s presence within us, but unless He is revealed to us, we seek Him in everything and anything that surrounds us. I am not surprised that without knowing who God is, over millennia, people worshipped trees, the sun and the moon, or created their own “deities” like Zeus, Jove, Vishnu, Manitou, and many others. The pantheon of “gods” is limitless. All these, because as humanity, people tried to fill the void in their soul, and because true God was unknown to them, they did not know who to turn to, so, they created all sorts of the substitutes. Remember the “Golden Calf” Aaron casted while Moses was on the Mt. Sinai? In the same time, those, who did not search for any deity for whatsoever reason would, in search for happiness, try to fill their void through such means as money, addiction, sex, entertainment or even education. 
2. The desire for a life worth living is common to all of us. Who wants to live a life that is totally meaningless and insignificant? We may use many different definitions of what the meaningful life is, but in the end all the definitions narrow down to the same denominator. What does it matter if we call it a search for significance, for fulfillment or a satisfaction? In the end, we all seek God, and in Him we find the significance, fulfillment and satisfaction, because only God can give us a life worth living. Unfortunately, many people seek Him in all the wrong places, thus never finding fulfillment.  As Christians, on the other hand, we have found this fulfilment, because life with Christ truly offers satisfaction, even if we might never become materially wealthy, famous or popular. I personally cringe when I hear about some clergy who are more important with the salary and the size of the congregation rather than the need of the congregation, and yet this is what I encountered in all the years of my ministry in many conversations with others. 
3. Jesus Christ said: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly,” adding later: "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life." (John 14:6) If, as Christians, we know this, and claim to believe this, why so many Christians do not seem to enjoy, and to see their lives as abundant? Why do so many people, even Christians, complain and are unsatisfied with their life experiences? I believe that as Christians we have this abundant life with Christ, but we are very often tempted to achieve also what we see others have. Do we know what we are longing for though? God has provided us with an abundant life, and we must embrace this life. This does not mean we have to stop dreaming about achieving more, but we cannot sacrifice our convictions, our relationships and our faith, just because there is so much more we may want. “There is an old Polish story, about a “fern flower” that blooms only once in a lifetime, offering a finder wealth and fame, sort of an equivalent of the Irish “pot-of-gold.” A poor girl, who wanted to be rich and famous, while walking in the forest one night, found the flower, becoming instantly very wealthy and eventually famous. However, this flower while offering her the wealth and fame, did it upon a condition that she will never share anything with anybody. In the end she was unable to help even her loved ones, and witnessed her mother dying in poverty, hungry and alone, without even recognizing her own daughter when she came to visit mom. The girl’s wealth and fame became her curse and her destruction.”
4. The Scriptures reveal to us that Apostle Paul has suffered from some sort of an affliction unknown to us, and yet, he accepted his burden because as he wrote: “God’s grace was sufficient for him.” He observed something very important though; anything of value is worth struggling for, and our life is most certainly worth struggling for. How we do it, depends on our relationship with God. It’s true that nobody wants to struggle, but unless we do, we will never truly understand what we have. When I served a small rural congregation back in Canada, the parsonage we lived in was surrounded by a number of trees, mostly the American walnuts, but because the house was built on a hill made by a bedrock, only a few inches of top soil would support them. To compensate for the lack of depth, all these trees developed a laborious and complex system of roots, allowing them to withstand the blowing winds. In result all sorts of roots stuck out all over our lawn, our driveway, and our backyard. All these roots spread far and wide, as the trees grew and struggled to survive. Struggles in life allow us to gain strength, and they do not necessary spell disaster, defeat or hardship. I like the story of a butterfly: A man watched a butterfly struggling to emerge from its cocoon. It managed to make a small hole, but its body was too large to get through it. After a long struggle, it appeared to be exhausted and remained absolutely still. The man decided to help the butterfly and, with a pair of scissors, cut open the cocoon, releasing the butterfly. The butterfly’s body was very small and wrinkled, and its wings were all crumpled. As the man watched, the butterfly never opened its wings to fly away. In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its brief life dragging around its shrunken body and shriveled wings, incapable of flight. Out of kindness and eagerness to help, the man failed to understand that the tight cocoon and the efforts the butterfly had to make in order to squeeze out of that tiny hole were the “Nature’s” way of training the butterfly and strengthening its wings.” Struggle in life is sometimes necessary and even imperative. 
5. Paul struggled in his life and it affected his ministry, but his struggle made him stronger. He wanted people to know Christ just as he knew him. His struggle reminds us that we too need to be willing to struggle sometimes, more we would like to, but this struggle will only help us to know Jesus even better. All relationships require work, and in that matter, our relationship with God is no different than the relationships we have with others. In life we know that to build a good relationships we must sometimes work hard. As a Chaplain I have often witnessed tensions between the family members, and the strain these tensions would bring into their relationships. If we want a better relationship with Christ, we too must invest time and energy, if not just a plain hard work to know Him better. He never promised us a “rose garden,” but even if He did, to have a beautiful and luscious “rose garden,” one must work hard on it, ask anyone who cared for roses in their garden.  What we need in our lives is to focus on what our goals are. Paul writes: “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.” (Col. 2:2-4) 
6. Paul tirelessly encouraged the Church to focus on Christ, and this was his proverbial “measuring stick” for any follower of Jesus Christ. In the end, we may find true wisdom and true knowledge only in Jesus Christ. We may try to substitute Him with so many other things, or other “deities” we might create, but all of them, and everything, will prove worthless and meaningless in the end. Unless we understand who Jesus Christ is, and what He has made available to us, our lives will be that of ignorance, and of arrogance, exactly what the modern society with all its whims, desires and wants demonstrates today. If we do not focus on Christ in every aspect of our lives, and do everything within our power to maintain that focus, we face the danger of moving away from Him and meaningful life. Apostle Paul, already, two thousand years ago, anticipated this, and he says that he writes his letter, so “people would not be deceived by fine sounding arguments.” Church history shows that the danger of getting off course and away from Jesus by the Christian Church always existed, and such cults as Jehovah Witnesses (Charles Taze Russel), Mormons (John Smith), Branch Davidians (David Koresh), People’s Temple (Jim Jones), like many others, were once a part of the main stream Christian Church. Today, many Christians are gullible enough to follow the latest trends within Christianity, simply because it is something new, but unfortunately this “new” frequently leads them away from God, rather than closer to Him. It is so easy to become distracted, and to loose focus, to become discouraged, and pulled away from God, so, for that reason Paul charges Christ’s Church to encourage one another, and to help one another; to constantly keep focused on Jesus Christ. 
7. You know that I am fond of a Willie Nelson’s “Family Bible” song, because he “hits the nail in the head” when he says “we need more Bibles on the table.” Today, many Christians do not study the Scriptures, and vastly relay only on what they hear in the Sunday Service from the preacher. People’s knowledge of the Scriptures is not only limited, but in many almost non-existent. Yet, I wonder, how many years does it take to study to become a lawyer, a physician, a teacher, a nurse or a pastor? All of them, apart from the years of the classroom education and the practical internship, must still participate annually in the continuing education courses. I’ve spend over 55 years reading and studying the Bible, this includes nine years in various Bible Colleges and Seminaries, and 50 years of active ministry, but I still know that I do not know the Bible, and I am still far from being an expert. Being a Christian means being a student of the Scriptures, a prayer warrior, and a follower of Jesus Christ, not the philosophy even the Christian philosophy, or a theology, created by the academics, living a life “detached” from the real world. It is the “hands on” that really counts.
8. If we’re going to know Christ, we must discipline ourselves, we must study Scriptures, pray, and serve, but this will not happen unless we make it a priority. We must be intentional in our actions, and we must work hard, even struggle, to develop a discipline of worshipping the Lord. For we worship Him not only when we sing, or when we participate in the Worship Service. We worship Him when we dedicate our lives to Him, when we focus on Him, when we struggle to follow Him, when we make sure that He is preeminent in our lives. Jesus Christ has already made the first move when He reached out to us in love, and gave His life on the Cross, so we may be where we are today. If we want to grow in the knowledge of God, we must follow Christ, because He is, and He has everything we need, and because of Him our “life is worth the living, just because He lives!”
