In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the Light of all people. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the Light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the Light. The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him. But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.                                                                                                                                           John 1:1-14
   One Christmas, a mother decided she was no longer going to remind her kids to send thank you notes to grandma. Consequently, the kids’ grandmother never received any thanks for the Christmas checks she sent to the kids.

   The very next Christmas, all the kids stopped by in person to thank their grandmother for their checks.
When asked by a friend what caused this change in behavior, the grandmother replied: “Simple. This year I didn’t sign the checks.”
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Why the Celebration of Christmas?
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1. Christmas tells us the story of Salvation, story that has its beginnings in the Garden of Eden. Already then God has promised that one day the Savior will come to this world, and tonight we once again remember the night of the birth of the Messiah. Modern society ridicules our celebration and instead focus on the family gatherings, the turkey dinner and Santa’s visit, but this is nothing new because Apostle Paul, already 2000 years ago said: “God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, God chose the weak things in the world to shame the strong.” 
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2. It is not surprising that Paul uses such words as foolishness, weakness and shame, to describe God's actions and human's response. In our pride we, the humans, tend to measure everything by the standards of our knowledge and wisdom, however, over and over again withing the eons of history, we have proven that ours is indeed a very limited knowledge and a limited wisdom. For centuries people tried to explain everything they witnessed, but it is all that we can do, to try, because every new discovery brings also a new reality, and realization that what we knew yesterday is often not applicable today anymore. We certainly cannot apply our wisdom and knowledge when we try to interpret God, no matter how hard we may try. 
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3. Christmas shows us that how we see things is not how God does it. Jesus was born as the King over all the rulers of the world in the history of human civilization; He was born as the Messiah, but many missed Him then and are still missing His birth today, because for the people 2000 years ago He did not fit the human pattern of the Messiah, and today He seems to be irrelevant to this modern, “enlightened” society. After all, He was born in the place hardly resembling the place of wealth and power - the stable. When He died on the cross rather than ascend to the royal throne, His own people disregarded Him and turned their backs on Him, because they perceived Him powerless, but from the beginning, as the Scriptures testify, He was born with this one ultimate goal: to die on the cross. Neither His contemporaries nor our modern society could or may comprehend that the true power derives from the cross, not from the earthly throne. Many empires, many royal houses, many civilizations ceased to exist and collapsed into the obscurity, yet Jesus is still the Savior and the Lord of all the creation.
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4. Christmas brings forth strangeness, because it is in Christmas that we see God born in the human flesh, and born in the stable. Strange, because there was no room for Mary and Joseph in the inn just as there is no room for Him in the hearts and minds of so many people. Today, because of the so-called “wisdom and progressiveness” of our society, there is room for everything in life, but Jesus. Yet, “for those who received Him who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” So, for us, Christmas is the celebration of Christ's birth, not the generic “happy holidays,” or “season greetings” celebration.  For those who “accepted Him,” Christmas is, and always will be, about the birth of Jesus the Christ, our Savior. 
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5. God indeed works in mysterious ways, and in Christmas this mystery truly appeared. A small, weak and dependent child was born in the stable, a barn, and yet this child is still worshipped today, some two thousand years later, while many of the so-called "greats" of the world, are long gone and forgotten. This is how God works. I will always remember a story of a great composer, George Frederick Handle who while suffering from serious illness and facing bankruptcy, in 1741 wrote his masterpiece "The Messiah." He was at his most weak and vulnerable, sick, threatened with eviction and jail, and yet, he created a musical masterpiece to glorifying God in Jesus Christ. Handel might have been physically weak but, in his weakness, he was strengthened by God, and was able to create probably the most influential, and the most beautiful oratorio ever written. 
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6. In his Gospel John writes that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him did not perish but have eternal life.” This is God's love, love that reaches out, love that sacrifice, love that never ends. "God with us," was the name given to the Messiah by the prophet Isaiah. Jesus indeed is our “Emmanuel – God with us.” The celebration of Christmas reminds us of this truth. When the angels appeared to the shepherds and brought them the message of Christmas, they opened the way for us all to greet and to embrace Jesus as our Savior. That message transformed the world forever. 
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7. The angels’ message transformed the shepherds and the scholars of the days, the three “Wise Men,” who sought God’s wisdom over their own. The message of Christmas is the message of God reaching out to all people, not only to the selected few, not only to the rich and famous, but to the poor and the desolate. And this is probably the strangest part of the Christmas’ message. God being present in lives of the lonely, the forgotten, the poor as much the rich, those who are left out and not cared for, as well as to those who are well of, if they “received Him” as the awaited “Messiah.”  It was then, and it is still now, the most wonderful message: “Jesus is our Emmanuel – God with us.”
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