Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God. You turn us back to dust and say: “Turn back, you mortals.” For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it is past or like a watch in the night. You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on Your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad as many days as You have afflicted us and as many years as we have seen evil. Let Your work be manifest to Your servants and Your glorious power to their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and prosper for us the work of our hands. O prosper the work of our hands!  
                                                                                                                                                    Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Him in what He said. So, they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying: “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for You do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what You think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said: “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought Him a denarius. Then He said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” They answered: “Caesar’s.” Then, He said to them: “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left Him and went away.                                                                                   Matthew 22:15-22
   The pastor’s family was invited Easter dinner at the Wilson home. Mrs. Wilson was widely known for her amazing contributions to church potlucks. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served.    As usual, it was a feast for the eyes, the nose, and the palate.
   When the pastor’s youngest son, Peter, received his plate he started eating straight away.
   ‘Peter, wait until we say grace,’ insisted his embarrassed father.
   ‘I don’t have to,’ the five-year-old replied.
   ‘Of course, you do, Peter,’ his mother insisted rather forcefully. ‘We always say a prayer before eating at our house.’
   ‘That’s at our house,’ Peter explained, ‘but this is Mrs. Wilson’s house, and she knows how to cook.’
Who Do We Belong?
1. Referring to the Scriptures we often use the word “Revelation.” Not necessarily as the “Book of Revelation,” but as the Scriptures that reveal God’s message. The Webster dictionary defines “revelation” as: “The act of disclosing or discovering to others what was before unknown to them; appropriately, the disclosure or communication of truth to men by God himself, or by his authorized agents, the prophets and apostles.” The Bible indeed is the only true source of our knowledge of God and as such is indeed the ultimate “Book of Revelation.” But there is also another aspect of the Bible which I would like to explore today. This aspect is “teaching,” the instruction to what our life and relationship with God means and is all about. In this aspect the “Word of God” is very important, if not the only source of our true knowledge. For Christians this knowledge is a necessary tool if we are to know and to understand anything there is to know and understand about God.
2. In order to define ourselves we need to know who we are and what is the world. Who is God and what is the source of our understanding of God? As Christians we tend to believe that we know who we are and where we stand, as well as what we believe. But do we really know it? The more I study the Scriptures the more they speak to me. As I indicated many times before, even last week, sermons I preached 10-15 years ago are not the same I preach today, even when using the same passages and focus on the same concepts. My understanding, my knowledge and even my faith since then has changed, matured, increased if you will. One essential however, remained constant and this constant is accepting Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. Following Him is what life is all about and that is what faith is all about. 
3. Unfortunately, this basic truth often slips away from the minds and the hearts of many people, and in result, people are not certain anymore as to where they stand, what they believe, and consequently drift away from God. Once we start to follow our own interpretations, we replace God with our concepts and this is exactly the moment when we must take a hard look at what we believe and what the foundation of our faith is. Is it God and His wisdom, or is it us and our wisdom? In today’s reading we see the trap being set by the Pharisees who want to incriminate Jesus. They could not stand that people were more interested in Jesus than in them. They could not accept that Jesus has become so popular and the people were paying much more attention to what He had to say then what the Pharisees had to say. 
4. So, they came to Jesus ready to convict Him regardless of what answers He would provide and they ask Him: “Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” They were ready, in case Jesus would say “Yes,” to accuse Him of siding with the Roman oppressors, and in the case His answer would be “No,” to denounce Him to the Romans for siding with those who wanted to overthrow the occupying forces with violent actions. In any case Jesus would have been guilty of breaking either a Roman or a Jewish law. Jesus’ response however changed dramatically the whole situation. “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s” – Jesus replied. They immediately knew they were unable to act upon His answer and they knew, they lost the argument. They lost it because Jesus based His response on the basis of the principles He abided by. These principles were that God is the Sovereign, Almighty God and the Creator who cares for His people and that Jesus was sent to become a sacrifice for the sins of the world. The affairs of mankind were ours to deal with since God has given us freedom to act. The Scriptures were to help us to make right choices, but were not designed to dictate to us what to do. The wisdom that God gave us allows us to interpret Scriptures and to act accordingly, but God does not pull our “strings” like a puppeteer does with his puppets.
5. The Sovereignty of God is the very basic truth of the Judeo-Christian tradition and must be seen as the dominant theme of the Bible that influenced and still influences the world. The 33rd Psalm is a prime example of that theme where the author writes about the Sovereignty of God as integral parts of individual lives and the life of the nation: “let all the people revere Him” and “blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” As Christians we cannot disregard this theme and place ourselves above it. This is exactly what the Pharisees did when they tried to influence the people with their interpretations of the Scriptures. If today’s Church replaces the theme of the sovereignty of God with the “wishy-washy” social agendas to accommodate the “wants” and the “desires” of individuals, that Church forgets what our role is: To revere God and to be blessed by God.
6. In our modern world this means that we as the nation will be great, strong and blessed not because of our leaders, not because of our military might, not even because of the Constitution. All these although important, will not determine our success. Only if we acknowledge the Sovereignty of God we will be truly blessed. The history of this country has proven this point over and over again. The Pilgrims taught this lesson, the Founding Fathers acknowledged this, and even in our own individual history, we have witnessed and experienced this. As I like to so often point to the Willie Nelson’s words in the “Family Bible:” This old world of ours is full of troubles, But this world would oh, so better be, If we'd find more Bibles on the table, Mothers singing Rock of Ages cleft for me.”  We need a “Sovereign God,” who does not act according to the whims of the society, no matter where the society finds itself, and this God is definitely not someone who is “man-made,” but God who created us and gave us direction in life. I do not care what our politicians or educators say, I do not care what the many so called “Church leaders” call for, I would care even less about what the society demands, because the society changes its whims at every turn. All I care is what God wants me to be and although I might not be perfect, I know who I trust and whom I have believed.       
7. I might not be a scientist, a physicist or astrophysicist and I do not pretend I understand what they are talking about, but every time I read about the discoveries of the new solar systems, the earth-like new planets, the background cosmic radiation, the super-collider experiments, the existence of the “black holes,” and other discoveries about space, I always marvel at the comments often made alongside and pointing to the presence of God in these discoveries, even if that God is personally unknown to these scientists. After all, the comments those scientists who are at the forefront of science that often clashes with the very concept of God made, are like my comments about space. I do not know enough to be an expert but I know enough to hear what these scientists are saying. By the same token I know enough about God to see His “Sovereignty” in the Universe. As I said, I am not a physicist the astronomer or the astrophysicist, and I do not fully understand the details of many of the discoveries about space, yet it fascinates me when I see that even there, the Sovereignty of God is present, alive and well.
8. As Christians we must find an answer to the question of what is the basic principle of our faith? Make no mistake, for me the answer to this question is that the Lord is the Sovereign God and He is my Savior on whom I build my life. I may not be as faithful as I would like to but I also know that His love is much greater than my understanding and that His love reaches out to me even and especially when I am in trouble. I offered Him my life and I will serve Him with all my life. As result I have seen and experienced His many blessings bestowed upon me. The Pharisees had the knowledge, they knew the Scriptures, but their religion rather that faith dominated their personalities and because they could not embrace the concept of the “Sovereignty of God,” they totally missed the boat every time they encountered Jesus. Just as they did in today’s reading.
