Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all His benefits. The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will He keep His anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far He removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear Him.                              Psalm 103:1-2, 8-13
Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each one of us will be held accountable.        Romans 14:1-12
After the Fall in the Garden of Eden, Adam was walking with his sons, Cain and Abel.
As they passed by the ruins of the Garden of Eden, one of the boys asked: “What’s that?”

Adam replied: “Boys, that’s where your mother ate us out of house and home.”
Getting Along with Everyone without Going Along with Everything
1. From the beginning of the creation through the entire human history, people were engaged in a search for spiritual. This led to establishments of all sort of religions and this process never really stopped and is still going on very strong, even though sometimes those new “religions” are disguised as ideologies or philosophies. For most part however, this search led in the past, and still leads today the mankind to nowhere. One of the reasons for the futility of the human's quest is in our desire to constantly change, modify and reform what we have already achieved. As a matter of fact, we are in worse shape today than we were after Adam and Eve were expelled from Eden. At least then, their relationship with God although broken by the Fall, did not cease. Today, we see the modern society moving away from God and all the values of the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
2. Over the centuries of human history, we did not become better, less materialistic or less egocentric. Even if some would become "better individuals," as people in general, we did not solve any of our problems and indeed created whole new sets of them. As a matter of fact, we became probably worse, with the exception of becoming more sophisticated in whatever we do such as fighting each other and destroying each other, as we keep searching for "more spirituality." Before I moved to the United States, while still in Canada, I observed the Canadian Jewish Congress vigorously fighting in the courts to remove the Lord's Prayer from public life, claiming the Lord’s Prayer to be threatening. Where, however, this prayer acknowledges anything specifically Christian except being taught by Jesus and listed in the New Testament? It is the greatest prayer to God in general ever recorded, but the Canadian Jewish Congress used the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Canadian equivalent to our Constitution) to remove it only because they were against Christian religion. 

3. Don’t you find this peculiar that the Muslims can speak against Judaism or Christianity, but when Christians speak against Islam it is being considered a violation of the “human rights” and a “hate speech?” The same principle applies to the confrontations between atheists and Christianity, and yet, atheism is nothing else but a religion in itself. The list is almost endless. It is us, the humanity that created sets of rules, called them religion and now, following these established sets of rules people are at each “other's throats.” In the name of religion, wars have been fought; people have been imprisoned, enslaved, tortured, maimed and killed. As a matter of fact, religions are still a major cause of conflicts between people and between nations. Do you know why all these conflicts? It is because religion is a man-made product. God did not invent religion; instead, it was us that created religion to satisfy the need for the “spiritual.” 

4. Apostle Paul’s words in his letter to the Romans speak volumes about what God teaches us: “Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.” Let’s look at his words in a context of religion and faith. Religion is the set of rules to be followed, while faith is the way of life. Religion creates a set of rules which sooner or later divide people creating little "zealots" among us, ready to break the most important of these rules for the sake of following others. Religion forces us to judge other people according to the rules we believe to be important, yet tragically, having very little to do with what God truly expects of us. It is because these rules are simply our concepts of understanding God. I do not try to imply that God does not have rules, on the contrary, God has given us the whole set of rules, but we modified them, trying to improve on them. In that process we moved away from faith and created a “religion.” 
5. Christianity however is not a religion. Christianity is the way of life; it is a lifestyle that is based on the relationship. We may know all the rules and even all the mechanisms governing relationships but if there is no relationship between us and God, there is no foundation to build upon and no religion will do! In the end, the religion no matter how good it may seem, cannot change human heart and religion cannot transform human beings. This is possible only when the heart is touched by the Spirit of God and the relationship between Jesus Christ and that heart is created. We can be touched by God however, only through faith. We may be transformed into the image of God only through faith, not through rituals, obedience to the rules and to the tradition. It is only faith that joins us with God and creates a non-destructible and permanent union. 

6. The Bible says that the righteous will live by faith. It does not say that religious are the righteous. On the contrary, the New as well as the Old Testaments express concern about being religious. The prophets of the Old Testament spoke against just being religious and Jesus also indicated that being religious does not bring anyone closer to God. Faith on the other hand, is compared to the lifeline of the believer. Everything that we as Christians are to do flows from our relationship with Christ, not from the rules of a religious conduct. As I said many times before, if we come to the Worship because we ought to and not because we want to, then we are missing the boat. If we care for others because it is expected of us and not because we truly care for them, than we do not truly respond to Christ, no matter how good we may seem to be. 

7. The New Testament reinforces the importance of faith when it says: “without faith it is impossible to please God.” Without faith life is meaningless and the relationship with God does not exist. He strengthens us only when our relationship with Jesus is immersed in our faith. Only by faith we are able to know Him better and we may be able to know His will. Only by faith our relationship with Jesus may grow allowing us to interact with others with love, confidence and understanding. There is a linkage between who we are and what we do. Our nature controls our behavior. If our faith becomes our nature and we put on the nature of Christ, than our behavior will be controlled not by the rules and regulations of what “our church” may require of us, but by who we are, namely the followers of Christ. There is this old axiom: “You cannot judge the book by its cover.” The best cover we may put on, the best religious behavior we may possess, will not make us to be Christians. 

8. “Who are you to pass judgment?” – Paul writes. It does not mean we must agree with what others say and do, but we must stop judging them for what and how they believe. How do we know where they are on their spiritual quest? We do not know the motives of their actions. Only Jesus knows who they are and where they are on their journey. Yes, we may and should share with them what and why we believe, and if it becomes obvious that they are searching we may correct and direct them, but even this must be done with love and prayer. Number of years ago I came across an interesting story and since I do not remember if shared this story with you, here it is: “A man stopped by the monastery one night and the monks offered him shelter for the night. After they gave him a supper and a room the abbot of the monastery went to the chapel to pray and discovered the man at the front of an altar joggling little balls. At first the abbot was indignant of what he saw only to quietly ask the man what was he doing. ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘I am a joggler by vocation and I wanted to thank God for your hospitality, but I do not know how to pray. All I know is how to joggle therefore I was offering what I know the best, as my prayer to the Lord.’” What do you suppose the prayer was for that man?

9. We do not need any more religions, over the centuries we created enough of them. What we need is the relationship with God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit our Guide. Modern Church is far too often religiously active but spiritually dead. The Church needs to reverse her course and to become spiritually alive, loving one another just as Jesus loved us, live in peace that only Jesus can give, and in that peace to respect each other, no matter how different they are. It is not our place and role to judge others, for ultimately we all will be judged by God on the final day.
