Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak peace to His people, to His faithful, to those who turn to Him in their hearts. Surely His salvation is at hand for those who fear Him, that His glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness will go before Him and will make a path for His steps.                                                                                                     Psalm 85:8-13
See what love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God; and so, we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And every one who thus hopes in Him purifies Himself, as He is pure. Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that He appeared to take away sins, and in Him, there is no sin. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him or known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as He is righteous. He who commits sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God commits sin; for God's nature abides in him, and he cannot sin because he is born of God. By this it may be seen, who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother.                                                                                                1 John 3:1-10 
In the Image of God…

1. Every week while searching for another joke I would come across statements made by kids and I am always amazed how incredibly vivid the child’s imagination is. Here are just a few examples of kids’ statements: 
· (Defining H2O – water, and CO2 – carbon dioxide) H2O is a hot water and CO2 is a cold water.

· The general direction of the Alps is straight up.

· The spinal column is a long bunch of bones. The head sits on the top and you sit on the bottom.

· One of the main causes of dust is janitors.

· The four seasons are salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.

· The climate is hottest next to the Creator.

· Syntax is all the money collected at the church from sinners.

· In the middle of the 18th century, all the morons moved to Utah.

· A person should take a bath once in the summer, not so often in the winter.

· When planets run around and around in circles, we say they are orbiting. When people do it, we say they are crazy. 

Although none of these statements seems to have anything to do with our text, yet they all have something in common. We may see them as truly “childish,” and all these statements show the children naiveté but maybe, just maybe, we as the Church must become once again as “naïve” just as the children are when it comes to be who we are, the children of God. 
2. Apostle John writes in his letter: “By this it may be seen, who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother.” In the last decade or so, with the advances of the genetic studies, many people asked for genetic test to uncover their true ancestry. The same tests may also offer the answer to why we look like we do, because of the genes passed to us by our parents. Since we were created in the image of God, we should therefore look like God, but the question is: “do we?” It is not such a farfetched question to ask, as it may seem at first. When John wrote his letter, he was concerned with what he perceived as a misrepresentation on part of many Christians. Early Christians were apparently at loss as to what is the true relationship between their faith and the lifestyle they practiced. Until Jesus, the ancient religions, did not impact on the way people lived, as long as they followed the religious observances, festivals and sacrifices they were O.K. by what the religious leaders required. Issues such as morality, ethics, principles, were not the domain of the religion but that of the philosophers, so, an average person did not have time or inclination to focus on them. Now, suddenly, everything was changed, since Christianity required integrity, purity and moral principles to be observed and followed.
3. Our times are not really very much different in comparison from the early Church’s times, in that matter. Today, we face the same issues and experience the same conflicts as the Church of John’s days did. We are constantly bombarded by the society with the notions that religion does not belong in a public life, and as Christians we are to practice our faith only in the privacy of our homes and of our sanctuaries. John’s letter equivocally states however, that this is not so, and cannot be so. We are to be influenced by our faith in every aspect of life, whether private or public. John says that we are to act as the “children of God,” because we are His heirs, because we carry “God’s genes, God’s DNA,” so to speak. If we decide to marginalize our faith and practice it only in the privacy of our walls, then we are not at all influenced by what we believe, and as a matter of fact we prove that we feel ashamed of who we are. As Christians we must focus on Christ and on His teachings and actions.
4. Our society degraded the word: “privilege,” to the category of derogatory terms today, but since I do not care about what I see as a stupid, political correctness of today’s intellectualists, I say this: “We should feel honored, proud and privileged, to be called ‘the children of God.’” We are privileged and must be proud of this and to be proud precisely, because we are “God’s children.” As such, we have the intimate, loving, continuous relationship with Him. He is our Heavenly Father, in the fullest meaning of the word, and we are His children, because while He made gracious approach to us, we responded to Him. We are not the children of God because we were born a such. Yes, we often say that all people are the children of God because they all are His creation, but as a matter of fact, we become His children only when we respond to Him. In the end, who is the true father? A man who is a biological father, or a man who nourished and raised the child? Who is a true mother, a biological woman who gave birth to one, or the one who cared and lovingly raised the child? There is no question about this. God is the One who nourishes us and He is the One who cares for us, and we are who we are, because of who He raised us to be.
5. John also writes: "Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is.  No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him or known Him?" Does this mean that once we became Christians, we do not sin anymore? If it were so, then what about those who backslide, who fall, or who are entrapped by sin? Are they not Christians or ever even were? Is this what John implies here? I do not believe so. If this was true, no one would be able to claim of being a Christian. What John tells us here is that no one who is in Christ will willingly or willfully sin. The Greek language in which John writes his letter, basically says here that: "No one who abides in him sins and keeps on sinning." “Keeps” is a key word. John knows that the devil will tempt us and sometimes we will not be able to withstand that temptation, but if we confess our sins, our faithful and just God will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. That is why in the Lord’s Prayer we say: “Forgive us our sins.” 
6. John’s message is that as Christians we must act like Christians and we cannot be ashamed of who we are. We must “walk the talk.” A chaplain approached a wounded soldier on the battlefield and asked if he'd like to hear a few verses from the Bible. The wounded man said: "No, I'm so thirsty, I'd rather have some water." The chaplain gave him a drink, and then repeated his question. "No sir, not now, but could you put something under my head?" The chaplain did so, and again repeated his question. "No," said the soldier: "I'm cold. Could you cover me up?" The chaplain took off his inside coat and wrapped the soldier. Afraid to ask, he did not repeat his question. He made to go away, but the soldier called him back. "Look, Chaplain, if there's anything in that book of yours that makes a person do for another what you've done for me, then I want to hear it." This is what “walking the talk” is all about. What we believe determines what we do, and how we act. 
7. Being a Christian carries a tremendous responsibility and maybe this is why Christianity is under attack from the society today, because people do not like to be responsible for anything, after all, our society’s attitude today is that of the “rights and privileges,” but not of the “responsibilities.” It is not only the elite’s anymore that believes to be entitled to everything and anything, it has become a general attitude of the society as a whole. This attitude is unfortunately encouraged by the media, by the politicians, by the educational institutions and in many cases even by the Church. In result, the more people, and especially the Church drift away from God and His teachings, the more our society becomes less and less human. The more our civilization moves away from God’s Word and from our, Christian responsibilities, the more we become arrogant, self-centered and self-absorbed. In the end as the society, we become indifferent to one another, caring only for ourselves. So, we as Christ’s Church have a tremendously important role to play once again. As His children, we must “walk the talk,” transforming the world, one step at a time, even if only in our corner. The time of silence and conformity to the whims of the society is over, and through John’s message, Jesus calls us to action. “By this it may be seen, who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother.”                                                                                                
