Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to Him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame.” This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the Word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.                                                                                              1 Peter 2:2-10

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to Him: “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him: “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him: “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him: “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say: ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does His works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.          John 14:1-14
   Six year old Angie and her four year old brother Joel were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough.

   "You're not supposed to talk out loud in church," she hissed at Joel.

   "Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel shot back.

   Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, "See those two men standing by the door?"

Joel nodded.

   "They're hushers."
Rules and Regulations.
1. There is no denying the fact that as a species humans are spiritual beings and we crave spirituality in daily life, even if some may pretend they are atheists and do not want to have anything to do with their spiritual side. Because of that craving, from the beginning of the human history, people sought some sort of a deity. At first mankind knew God, but eventually, in their pride, people moved away from God and His worship. The story of the “Tower of Babel” shows this very clearly. Eventually, the need for spirituality led to the creation of many religions all over the world. As a matter of fact this process is still pretty strong today with numerous new religions constantly being created. The humanity’s quest, however, in the most part led and still leads to nowhere. We may try to “invent” the religion, but any “man-made” religion will sooner or later fail. This was the case in the past and this is the case in the present as well as it will be in the future. One of the reasons for the futility of the human's pursuit is in people’s desire to constantly change, modify and reform what we have already achieved. Because of that we are as a matter of fact in a much worse shape today than we were after Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. At least then their relationship with God, although broken by the “Fall,” did not cease. 
2. Over the centuries of the history we did not become better people, less materialistic and less egocentric. Even if individually some people became "better," this did not in general solve any of the mankind’s problems. On the contrary, it did indeed created a whole new set of them. We became probably worse as humanity now than we were before. Maybe with the exception of becoming more sophisticated in whatever we do, including fighting each other and destroying each other, even as we keep on searching for "more spirituality." The society fiercely fights to remove any God’s influence from our lives and continue creating new rules and regulations of what is acceptable and what is not in the public life. We removed the Lord’s Prayer from public events and even if some public officials still allow this prayer to be said, they are fiercely fought by the array of organizations with “ACLU” and “Freedom from Religion Foundation” leading the assault. The words of the Apostle Peter clearly indicate that this is not, however, something new and contemporary. Prophet Isaiah said these words before Peter quoted them in his letter: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame” and as Peter added: “He will be a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
3. Our society rejects Jesus in the same way as the prophet Isaiah, and the Apostles Peter and Paul said. Our society fears Jesus Christ because He unmasks the fraudulent humanity’s attempts to improve on God’s teaching. I find it not only strange and disturbing that Islam or Judaism, as well as a secular society, can criticize Christianity, but when we Christians do the same about them, we are labelled phobic, intolerant rednecks, racist, haters of those who’s life style choices we do not embrace. The same principle applies to the confrontations with other religions, ideologies, or points of view. We as Christians are always on the “wrong side of the tracks.” The reason again is simple. The society fears God’s rules and regulations because they unmask their desire to do as they please. I find it tragic that in the name of the religion, wars are still fought; people are imprisoned, enslaved, tortured, maimed, and killed all in the name of whatever deity the particular religion worships. It is also tragic that religion is still a major cause of conflicts between groups of people or between the nations. Do you know why all these conflicts? It is because religion is a “man-made” product. God did not invent religion; instead it was humanity that created religion to satisfy the need for spirituality. 
4. Today I would like to talk about the difference between the religion and faith. Religion is the set of rules to be followed, while faith is the way of life. Religion creates a set of rules which sooner or later divide people by creating the little "zealots" among them, ready to break the most important of these rules for the sake of following other. Religion forces us to judge people according to the rules we believe to be important, yet tragically, these rules have often little to do with what God truly expects of us. It is so because these rules are simply our rules to legitimize our understanding of God. Now, do not misunderstand me. I do not say that God does not have rules, on the contrary, God has given us the whole set of rules, but unfortunately we modified them, trying to improve on them. This process of “improving” on God’s laws is what religion is all about.  
5. Christianity however is not a religion. Christianity is the way of life. It is the lifestyle that is based on our relationship with Jesus Christ. As a Chaplain I was trained in various forms of counselling and used these forms to help people deal with whatever they were facing. In this process I found what  David Wilkerson said in one of his sermons: Lately I have grown very discouraged over what we Christians call counseling. Right now there are more trained Christian counselors than in all of church history. And there are multitudes of "how to" books and relationship manuals available, offering spiritual advice on every subject, from marriage to physical fitness to child rearing. Yet, tragically, there are more troubled individuals, marriages, and families in the church than ever before. The turmoil in Christian homes today is unspeakable -- and, beloved, this ought not to be so. Counseling has become a religion for some, however, even though we may know all the rules and the mechanisms governing relationships, if there is no true relationship between people, there is no base, no foundation to build upon and no counseling will do! Religion cannot change the human heart and religion cannot transform the human being. Neither will counseling itself! This is possible only when a lonely heart is touched by the Spirit of God and the relationship between Jesus Christ and that person is established. Only our faith allows us to be touched by God and to be transformed by Him. It is faith that joins us with God and creates a non-destructible and permanent union. 
6. The Bible says that the righteous will live by faith. It does not say that the religious are the righteous. On the contrary, the New as well as the Old Testaments express concern about being religious. The prophets of the Old Testament spoke against the importance of being religious and Jesus also indicated that being religious does not bring anyone closer to God. Faith on the other hand is compared to the lifeline of the believer. Everything that we as Christians do must flow from our relationship with Christ, not from the rules of the religion. If we come to the church because we “ought to,” and not because we “want to,” than we are missing the boat. If we care for others because it is expected of us and not because we truly care for them, than we do not truly respond to Christ. 
7. Without faith we cannot please God and we cannot even respond to Him. Without faith our life is meaningless. Without faith our relationship with God does not exist, no matter how “religious and pious” we may try to be. He strengthens us only through true relationship with Jesus. Only by faith we are able to know Him better, and we may be able to know His will. Only by faith our relationship with Jesus may grow and allows us to interact with others with love, confidence and understanding. There is a linkage between who we are, and what we do. Our nature controls our behavior. If our faith becomes our nature and we put on the nature of Christ, than our behavior will be controlled not by the rules and the regulations of what the church may require of us, but it will be controlled and guided by who we are, namely the followers of Jesus Christ. The old saying states that that we can “never judge a book by its cover.” The best cover we may put on, the best religious behavior we may possess, will not make us Christians. Jesus said: “You will know them by their fruits.” We may bear these fruits only when guided by the Holy Spirit.
8. Jesus speaks of such fruits as: “righteousness, peace. and joy.” Righteousness is possible not when we conform to the set of rules but when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior. Accepting the finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are justified by faith and this in turn makes us right with God. In result we become righteous but only because Jesus Christ is the “Righteous One.” Peace is the result of us surrendering to Christ. Our relationship with Jesus Christ carry us through everything we experience in life. In the midst of the grievest experiences we trust Him that He will carry us through. No more fear of an unknown. Joy too comes as the result of our relationship with Jesus. We want to be with Him always and everywhere. When we love someone we do not want to part with that person, and we want this person to be always close by. Even if for whatever reason we argue with those we love, we still do not want to part with them. There is a great comfort in having the loved ones always around us. Those who truly know Jesus Christ are excited about their relationship with Him. As this wonderful hymn “He Touched Me” says: “The joy (of the Lord) that floods my soul.” 
9. We do not need more religions, over the centuries we created enough of them. What we need is the relationship with God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit the Helper. Today, let us renew our relationship with Him, a living, dynamic and fulfilling relationship that will carry us through everything life throws at us. The Church today is far too often religiously very active but unfortunately, spiritually quite lethargic if not almost dead. As the followers of Jesus Christ we must  be spiritually alive and active following God not the human ideas, ideologies, or social systems, no matter how correct these may sound on the surface. 










