The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. Great is the Lord in Zion; He is exalted over all the nations. Let them praise Your great and awesome name, He is holy. The King is Mighty, He loves justice, You have established equity; in Jacob You have done what is just and right. Exalt the Lord our God and worship at His footstool; He is holy. Moses and Aaron were among His priests, Samuel was among those who called on His name; they called on the Lord and He answered them. He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept His statutes and the decrees He gave them. Lord our God, You answered them; You were to Israel a forgiving God, though You punished their misdeeds. Exalt the Lord our God and worship at His holy mountain, for the Lord our God is holy.                                                                         Psalm 99                                                                                         
“A son honors his father and a servant his master. If then I am a Father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a Master, where is the respect due me?” says the Lord of hosts to you, “O priests, who despise my name. You say: ‘How have we despised Your name?’ By offering polluted food on my altar. And you say: ‘How have we polluted it?’ By thinking that the Lord’s table may be despised. When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not wrong? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to your governor; will he be pleased with you or show you favor?” says the Lord of hosts. “And now implore the favor of God, that He may be gracious to us. The fault is yours. Will He show favor to any of you?” says the Lord of hosts. “Oh, that someone among you would shut the Temple doors, so that you would not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you,” says the Lord of hosts, “and I will not accept an offering from your hands. For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the nations, and in every place, incense is offered to my name and a pure offering, for my name is great among the nations,” says the Lord of hosts. “But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its food may be despised. ‘What a weariness this is,’ you say, and you sniff at it,” says the Lord of hosts. “You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand?” says the Lord. “Cursed be the cheat who has a male in the flock and vows to give it and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished, for I am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, “and my name is reverenced among the nations.”                                                                               Malachi 1:6-14
   The old pastor made a practice to visit the parish school one day a week. He walked into the 4th grade class, where the children were studying the states, and asked them how many states they could name. They came up with about 40 names. He jokingly told them that in his day students knew the names of all the states.
   One lad raised his hand and said: "Yes, but in those days, there were only 13."
In Service of the Lord.
1. After seventy years in the Babylonian Exile, the Jews returned to their homeland and under the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah begun rebuilding Jerusalem and the Temple. By the time Malachi prophesized, the Temple has been already rebuilt and consecrated, and sacrifices were offered regularly but there was something terribly wrong with the people. They were spiritually apathetic and indifferent, even to the suffering of others. On one hand they learned a great lesson from the Exile, but on the other they did not learn enough. They learned to worship one true God and be faithful to Him, but they did not truly learn how and for what they worship Him, and consequently when the Messiah came, they did not recognize Him.
2. Malachi through his prophecy, directs God’s words of warning, accusing people of doubt, of lack of faith and of indifference. His words are directed not only to common people but also to the priests, the religious leaders, and teachers. It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. - he said in 1:6 How could you forget God so quickly and so easily? – he confronts these leaders. Unlike his predecessors, the prophets of old, who were in many instances respected by the people, Malachi prophesied to the cynical and argumentative people who were unwilling to listen and to repent. According to W. Gunther Plaut, an American Rabbi: “Malachi describes a priesthood that is forgetful of its duties, a Temple that is underfunded because the people have lost interest in it, and a society in which Jewish men divorce their Jewish wives to marry out of the faith.”
3. The prophet’s words, powerful in his days, resound today with an even greater tone, for our times are not too much different from the times ca. 500 B.C. when Malachi prophesied. Today, once again people are unwilling to listen, unwilling to change, and most certainly unwilling to repent. The message that requires the response through faith is unacceptable, not tangible, and even many of the so called “Christians” are unwilling to accept the message that requires faith rather than reason. Hence, many modern theologians argue that reason is more important than simple faith. The modern Church often follows the same view and philosophy, and in result faith is not of great importance and becomes secondary to reason.
4. In the midst of this, the true worship and the true sacrifice lost its meaning and importance. It became a casual observance. The sacrificial animals, described by the law to be unblemished and perfect in every instance, were substituted by the sick and the lame. “When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?” – writes Malachi in 1:7-8. The religious leaders of Malachi times allowed this to happen, thus they laid the foundation for the ritualistic worship and the ritualistic leaders of Jesus’ times who were more interested in the form than substance, and where the money exchanging institution was more important than the “House of God” being the place of worship. They paved the way for today’s “religious leaders” who approve anything for the sake of the existence of the religious institution rather than the true worship of God. 
5. According to the book of Malachi the priests became so bored with their duties that they did not care whether they performed them properly or not. Their faith ceased to exist as they became the teachers and leaders paid for the office and not for their services. Their faith ceased to exist as they betrayed the sacred bond that connected them with God. Malachi condemned this, not the office they held, for he knew that the office is God given, but the recipients of it who were not God-bound anymore. Following his prophecy the messengers of God are silenced for 400 years, and no prophet appeared until John the Baptist came. The four hundred years of spiritual drought has produced a line of religious politicians such as Sadducees and Pharisees of the New Testament. These religious leaders created a ritualistic form of religion which replaced God and His message with the rules and regulations of the Law, with the letter of the Law more important that the spirit of it.
6. How many times, the rituals in the Church cripple the efforts of those who are reaching out to the lost? How many times, the Church rituals do not permit making the necessary changes? The people of Malachi times, as well as Jesus’ times, did not want the change that God required of them. “They knew it better,” or that’s what they believed. Today people also assume that they know better than the Lord does. What is wrong with this picture? We live in the world where many people claim to serve the Lord and yet they are so far away from God’s teaching and from His Word. Other issues replaced God and His Word to such a degree that they do not see the futility of their actions, for they are so much preoccupied with their own ideas. They defy God while still claim to be His messengers. 
7. The priests and the people of Malachi times are still very much alive today. As the Church of God we must make sure that the message of the Gospel is preached, and the people have the chance to hear the Word of God and follow Him, not the humanistic, man-made ideologies, views, and philosophies. As God spoke through Malachi, He speaks through His true Church today. The message is still the same: “Repent and believe the Gospel.” In just few days as we will celebrate the “Ash Wednesday,” this message will once again sound loud and clear. Id does so today also: “repent and ask Jesus Christ to come to your heart and to renew you.” Repent and follow Christ. Just as we sing in this well-known chorus: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” The message of God is the message of love and forgiveness. The message of God is the message of love and hope. Today’s world is in a great need of love and forgiveness. Today’s world must repent or face its own destruction. People today are cynical and argumentative, unwilling to listen and unwilling to repent. People are indifferent to God and yet every survey indicates that they are aware of His existence. I believe that people are so used to God that they take Him for granted and they do not care what Christianity offers and whether the Church is biblical or not. The Church became a place where almost anything goes. Sadly, God is often not there anymore, and has been replaced by man created idols.
8. I am dismayed with the preachers who use elaborate language to proclaim the Gospel, it seems to me they do not try to preach to the people but instead they try to “show off” how well read they are, and how well versed in theology they are. I am dismayed with the congregations who seek dominance and the importance in the community for they no more serve the communities but require the communities to serve them. I am dismayed with people who want to rule the churches and when something is not done according to their will, they simply go somewhere else. They do not serve the Lord, despite what they say, but they serve themselves. Malachi endured hostility of the people, the disciples endured the hostility of the government of the day, and the true Christian Church endures the hostility of the society, of the politicians, the media and yes, even the government today, but the service in God’s name must go on. We are here to stay, we are here to share the Gospel of love, forgiveness and hope and we need to call for repentance and the return to the true worship of God. We are not tasked with pleasing people; we are tasked with sharing the Gospel of Christ. This is what we were called by God to do as His Church.
