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The EPISTLES OF FAITH

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
628 Clermont Street
Antigo, Wisconsin 54409
Phone: 715-623-5717
Church E-Mail Address:  faithucc@frontier.com
Rev. Dr. Wes A. Jedras:  wjedras@hotmail.com  
Church Website: www.antigofaithucc.org
Administrative Assistant:  Laurie Hackbarth
Church Office Hours:  Monday Closed;
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM; Friday - Closed
Church Council Chair:  Sue Moseman

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship:  10:30 a.m.

You are invited - Bring a friend!
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A Story from Pastor Wes:

Give time to our family

After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to take another woman out to dinner and a movie. She said, “I love you, but I know this other woman loves you and would love to spend some time with you.”

The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit was my MOTHER, who has been a widow for 19 years, but the demands of my work and my three children had made it possible to visit her only occasionally. That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie. 

“What’s wrong, are you well?” she asked.

My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late night call or a surprise invitation is a sign of bad news. “I thought that it would be pleasant to spend some time with you,” I responded. “Just the two of us.” She thought about it for a moment, and then said, “I would like that very much.”

That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit nervous. When I arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our date. She waited in the door with her coat on. She had curled her hair and was wearing the dress that she had worn to celebrate her last wedding anniversary. She smiled from a face that was as radiant as an angel’s. “I told my friends that I was going to go out with my son, and they were impressed, “she said, as she got into the car. “They can’t wait to hear about our meeting.”

We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice and cozy. My mother took my arm as if she were the First Lady. After we sat down, I had to read the menu. Her eyes could only read large print. Half way through the entries, I lifted my eyes and saw Mom sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic smile was on her lips. “It was I who used to have to read the menu when you were small,” she said. 

“Then it’s time that you relax and let me return the favor,” I responded. During the dinner, we had an agreeable conversation – nothing extraordinary but catching up on recent events of each other’s life. We talked so much that we missed the movie. As we arrived at her house later, she said, “I’ll go out with you again, but only if you let me invite you.” I agreed.

“How was your dinner date?” asked my wife when I got home. “Very nice. Much more so than I could have imagined,” I answered.

A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart attack. It happened so suddenly that I didn’t have a chance to do anything for her. Some time later, I received an envelope with a copy of a restaurant receipt from the same place mother and I had dined. An attached note said: “I paid this bill in advance. I wasn’t sure that I could be there; but nevertheless, I paid for two plates – one for you and the other for your wife. You will never know what that night meant for me. I love you, son.”

At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: “I LOVE YOU” and to give our loved ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life is more important than your family. Give them the time they deserve, because these things cannot be put off till “some other time.”
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Sunday, January 1, 2023
after worship


[image: ]
Sunday, January 15th 
after worship
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Committee Chairs or anyone else that needs to submit a report to be included in the 2022 Annual Report, please have them submitted to the church office on Sunday, January 8, 2023.  Thank you.
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Sunday, January 22nd
after worship
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Sunday, January 29th 



[image: ]February Epistle articles
due
January 19

[image: ]The 2023 offering envelopes are on the counter in the annex.  If you don’t see your name on a box and would like a box, please contact Laurie in the church office.  PLEASE DO NOT USE THESE UNTIL THE FIRST SUNDAY IN JANUARY (JANUARY 1, 2023). 













[image: ]If you purchased chicken soup in quart jars at the Christmas Bazaar, Women of Faith ask that you please return the jars to the church.  This is so they may reuse them for next year’s Christmas Bazaar.

Thank You
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5. Jonathon Conklin
16. Gale Demlow
20. Terry Fuchs
22. James Wurtinger
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14. Larry & Diane Montour
26. Jack & Diana Wurtinger

Please contact the church office with any birthday or anniversary information.  We would love to wish everyone a happy birthday or anniversary on their special day.
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(Members and Special Friends of the Church) Alma Albrecht; Terry Fuchs; Janet Larsen; Karen Ralph

(Family/friends of members) Pete Ballas; David & Mary Golag & family; Stephanie Hackbarth; Ed Hilger; Mike Kohler; Kristin (Lana Gray’s daughter); Bob Mackiewicz; Lyn Alegria-Quartaro

We pray for the people of Ukraine.  We pray for our military, especially Kassandra Derlein; Padraic Kelly; William “Ryan” Kelly; and Damian Quartaro their protection and safe return, as well as healing for those who have been injured and are recovering.
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Never throw away chance to
say | love you to the people
you care about'because
tomorrow is'never promised:
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The new year begins, let us pray,
It will be a year with a new peace,
New happiness, & the abundance of friends,
God bless you through out the new year
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